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Plateau Telecommunications, Inc. (“Plateau”), by its counsel, hereby amends its Petition 

for Waiver and Modification of Certain Commission Rules Regarding Mobility Fund Phase I 

Support (“Waiver Petition”),1 to request a brief extension of the June 20, 2016, three-year 

deadline for submitting drive test data that demonstrates network coverage.2  As explained 

herein, Plateau completed construction of the 4G network in four census tracts associated with 

Study Area Codes (“SACs”) 498013, 498014, 498017, and 498019, but Plateau will not be able 

to submit drive test data by the three-year deadline.  Plateau also hereby amends the Waiver 

Petition to request an extension of time, until after the FCC acts favorably on the Waiver 

Petition, to submit documentation regarding coverage in three other census tracts.   

1  Plateau Telecommunications, Inc. Petition for Waiver and Modification of Certain 
Commission Rules Regarding Mobility Fund Phase I Support, WC Docket No. 10-90, WT 
Docket No. 10-208 (filed Nov. 28, 2014) (“Waiver Petition”). 
2  See 47 C.F.R. § 54.1006(b).  Plateau’s three-year deadline for constructing and reporting 
on its 4G network coverage is June 19, 2016, which falls on a Sunday.  According to FCC rules, 
the deadline becomes Monday, June 20, 2016. 



In the Waiver Petition, Plateau reported that it had already completed construction of the 

4G network for SAC 498014, meeting and exceeding the minimum 75% coverage of previously 

unserved road miles.3  In the Supplement to the Waiver Petition, Plateau reported that it had 

completed construction of the 4G network for SACs 498013 and 498019, also meeting or 

exceeding the minimum 75% coverage of previously unserved road miles.4  In the Further 

Supplement to the Waiver Petition Plateau reported that it had completed construction of the 4G 

network for SAC 498017 to cover at least 75% of the previously unserved road miles.5  Plateau 

also has completed 4G deployment to at least 50% of the previously unserved road miles in three 

additional census tracts.6  

Although Plateau completed construction of the network in the four “75%+” SACs long 

before the three-year deadline, completing deployment in three of the four SACs well over a year 

ago, Plateau has, until recently, deferred drive testing these SACs due to the significant expense 

involved in conducting drive testing and the uncertainty regarding Federal Communications 

Commission (“FCC”) action on the Waiver Petition.  In the Waiver Request, Plateau said that 

subject to favorable Commission action on the request, Plateau would conduct coverage tests to 

demonstrate coverage.  In the Further Supplement, Plateau urged the FCC to act promptly on the 

Waiver Request so that Plateau could commence immediately with performance testing to 

3  See Waiver Petition, at p. 8.  
4  See Supplement to Plateau Telecommunications, Inc. Petition for Waiver and 
Modification of Certain Commission Rules Regarding Mobility Fund Phase I Support, WC 
Docket No. 10-90, WT Docket No. 10-208, at 2 (filed Feb. 25, 2015) (“Supplement”). 
5  See Further Supplement to Plateau Telecommunications, Inc. Petition for Waiver and 
Modification of Certain Commission Rules Regarding Mobility Fund Phase I Support, WC 
Docket No. 10-90, WT Docket No. 10-208, at 2 (filed March 29, 2016) (“Further Supplement”). 
6  These three tracts are identified by SACs: 498016, 498018, and 498021. 



demonstrate the required coverage within of the census tracts where Plateau has met the 75% 

coverage requirement.  To date, however, the FCC has not acted on the Waiver Request.   

Despite the lack of action on the Waiver Request, Plateau in good faith began drive 

testing in May (at significant cost) in order to submit data demonstrating the required 75% 

coverage of these four SACs.  Unless advised otherwise by the Commission, Plateau intends to 

submit the data to the Universal Service Administrative Company (“USAC”) with requests for 

final payment (Payment 3, Form 690) for the MFI support for these four SACs.7  

 Despite having begun drive testing for these four SACs with aggressive efforts and a 

diligent schedule for meeting the June 20, 2016 deadline, Plateau has encountered some 

difficulties with its drive testing, which negatively impact Plateau’s ability to meet the deadline 

for the four SACs.  Specifically, there has been unusual and significant rain in southeastern New 

Mexico in the past few weeks, which has prevented Plateau from being able to drive many roads 

that could otherwise be driven absent the water conditions.  Further, when Plateau began the 

drive testing process Plateau experienced some initial technical difficulties with the drive testing 

equipment.  Although Plateau has rectified the problems with the drive testing equipment, this 

initial delay also has contributed to Plateau’s inability to complete drive testing and post 

processing by the deadline.  Finally, after beginning the drive testing Plateau discovered that 

many of the covered roads that were previously unserved cannot be driven for a variety of 

reasons.  Plateau had not anticipated the large number of road miles that cannot be driven and 

that require further documentation as specified by the FCC and USAC.  While Plateau is 

prepared to provide the necessary documentation for the undriveable roads, the process for 

7  As explained below, Plateau has not undertaken drive testing the census tracts in which 
Plateau did not deploy coverage to 75% or more of the previously unserved road miles. 



properly documenting why certain roads cannot be driven is tedious and is adding an unexpected 

amount of additional time to complete the drive testing process.   

 Based on the unexpected weather, technical, and process delays, Plateau anticipates that 

it will need an additional twelve (12) weeks beyond the June 20th deadline in order to complete 

the drive testing and post processing to provide the data for SACs 498014, 498017, and 498019.  

Plateau has completed the drive testing for SAC 498013, and Plateau’s engineers are performing 

the necessary post-processing.  Plateau is working diligently to try to submit the drive testing 

results for SAC 498013 to USAC (requesting final payment of this MFI project) by the June 20th 

deadline.  Plateau, however, likely will need a brief extension of time to complete the post-

processing and submit the necessary report.  Accordingly, to the extent necessary, Plateau also 

requests a brief extension of time to submit the drive test results for SAC 498013.  Plateau would 

have initiated and completed drive testing in all four SACs long, long ago if it had received 

favorable action or clear guidance from the FCC regarding the Waiver Request.   

In the Waiver Petition, Plateau also seeks a waiver with regard to three census tracts 

where Plateau constructed a 4G network to cover over 50% of the previously unserved road 

miles, specifically SACs 498016, 498018, and 498021.  As explained in the Waiver Petition, 

Plateau will not build out the 4G network to reach 75% coverage for these MFI projects, but 

Plateau has requested that it be permitted to retain the initial one-third MFI disbursement (which 

is “in the ground” in New Mexico), and that Plateau not be required to pay a default penalty for 

these three MFI projects.  Upon favorable action by the FCC on the Waiver Petition with regard 

to these three SACs, Plateau will provide documentation that demonstrates 4G coverage to over 

50% of the previously unserved road miles there.  Plateau hereby requests an extension of the 



June 20th deadline with regard to these three SACs until a reasonable time after the FCC acts on 

the Waiver Petition to provide documentation demonstrating Plateau’s coverage. 

Plateau urges the Commission to grant the relief requested in the Waiver Petition, as 

amended.  As explained in the Waiver Petition, Plateau has met its MFI public interest 

obligations, and the Commission has achieved its broadband deployment goals in the census 

tracts associated with SACs 498013, 498014, 498017, and 498019.  There is good cause to grant 

the relief requested for all of the SACs identified in the Waiver Petition.   

Plateau requests that the Commission act expeditiously on the Waiver Request to provide 

guidance to Plateau so that Plateau does not waste additional resources drive testing tracts in 

which the Commission may ultimately deny Plateau MFI support.   

Respectfully submitted, 
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