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Statement regarding request for withdrawal and dismissal of portion of petition 
RM-11769

It is appreciated that Mr. Whedbee has decided to ask the Commission to withdraw and
dismiss the bulk of his petition regarding the CW sub-bands.  However, he has 
proposed to the Commission to allow DATA and RTTY in the 50 - 50.1 Mhz and 144 - 
144.1 Mhz band portions.

These band segments are essentially dedicated to weak-signal CW and EME 
(earth-moon-earth) propagation.  Data and RTTY are incompatible modes with the the 
above mentioned modes within those segments, and there is no demonstrated need to 
authorize such a change.

On this alone, I strongly recommend denial of the remaining portions of RM-11769.

Perhaps more telling is his closing statement that the “leadership within the 
amateur radio community will” … “reflect upon better utilization of the amateur 
radio spectrum in view of the multiple billions of dollars of spectrum assets 
amateur radio holds collectively.”

The Amateur radio community has utilized quite well the spectrum for which we hold 
responsibility.  We also highly value that spectrum, and regularly must oppose 
measures that seek to remove our access, or cause us to accept additional modes and 
usage to the detriment of our operations.  We must constantly protect it from 
commercial appetites that continuously seek to acquire additional radio spectrum 
that it deems “under-utilized”, or current usage not as important.

These “billions of dollars worth of spectrum” Mr. Whedbee speaks of, this perceived 
value is not one I benefit from when spectrum is re-allocated to commercial and 
other interests.  The allocation and usage of spectrum is not one the Amateur 
community dictates, these decisions are made by the authority of the FCC and the 
NTIA.  The Amateur Radio Community is not the holder of the “spectrum property 
rights”, and waving a financial banner on that “potential” should fall on deaf ears.
 

I am not interested in seeing more of my valued amateur radio spectrum disappearing 
under the thin guise of “financial gain and benefit”.

Again, I strongly recommend denial of the remaining portions of RM-11769.

Sarah Elmassian, W0EDI
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