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OJ.'J.'J.Cl:: OJ.' Hili ASSISTANT ClTY MANAGJ.::.K
(520) 779-7602

June :23. I99R

VL-\. J.'ACSIMILE: 202.418.0232
NUMBER OF PACES (INCLUDINC TIllS PACE): 2

Chairman William Kennard
Federal Communications Commissi~,n

1919 M Street, NVl. R~,~,m R14
Washingt~,n, DC 2CJ554

J::.~ Pant'. Filing in (:;t$t!$ .t'O 91-171; 1'091-301/

Dear Cllairman Rennard:

JUN 24 1998

d::DEPJ"L. CCMi:f.UNJCf1.TtGNS COMMIS$iu;~
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY .,

Please reject the rmrosed change in your Emergency I\lert System (F.I\S) rules. Tt would rre"lrent reorle
watchir'g h,cal TV stati~,ns .,n a cable system fmm receiving emergency ann~,uncementsfmm their h,cal public
safety authorities.

TIlo!!re is n., basis f.,r such preempti.,n of state and h,cal public safety auth.,rities, pal~icularly ag<:linst their
''liill. 1\11 viewers of cable channels should get emergency ;mnouncemer,ts fmm their local rublic safety
auth.,.-ity. Otherwise the rublic safety is harmed. S., rlease reject the pmp.,so!!d change, including any
propos<:ll to rreempt franchise provisions on loc<:ll emergency <:Ilerts.

'Yfuniciralities <:Ire charged with rmtecting the rublic s<:lfety. TI,ey have tr<:lined rublic safety auth~xities on
duty:24 how'S <:I day with an obligation and duty t~, notitY the public of emergencies. Where they hmre felt it
necess<:lry (such <:IS TV stati.,n announcements being inadequate ,'1' needing surrlementing) municipalities
require all channelloc<:ll <:Ilert systems in their cable franchises. Tt is <:I violation of Feder<:llism, common sense
and y~,ur statut.,,-y duty t., turn this vital public safety functi~,n ~,ver t~, a rrivate rarty who has no .,bligati.,n,
training or <:Iuth.,.-ity .,n public satety matters.

Br~'adcasters suppor~ing the rml,osed rule claim that their emergency alerts are superi~,r t~, th~,se .,f st<:lte <:Ind
h,c<:ll rubl ic safety authorities. This is a decisim, t"r each municir<:ll s<:lfety <:Iuthority to determine on <:I c<:lse by
c<:lse basis, <:IS retlected in their cahle franchise. n,is decisi.,n cann.,t he turned .,ver hy a private rarty VI,ith r,.,
puhl ic safety .,hligati.,n.

211 West Aspen Avenue, Flagstaff, Arizona 86001
Main & TOO (520) 774-5281: Fax (520) 779-7696



06/23/98 15:12 To:Magalie Romal Salas From:Chervl Bridgman City of Flagstaff Page 3/3

Alerl :sy:Sl.cm:s deal with crllcrgcn",ic:s where publit: :saJcLy authoriuc:s have deLcImined thaL the publit: m:ed:s lo
be inioInled immediately. The f;wL thaL emcrgcnt:y alerl.5 from public stlfeLy aUlhoriuc:s may ot:lJtl:>iorutlly
overlap lho:se of private p~ue:s ('SulJh a.~ brO,wCa:slcrs) i'S a minor problem, if iL i'S a problem al all. The NAU':s
propo:sed rule i:s unm;cl.:pLtlble bI.:\""au:se il gu~t.ee:s .i :sub:SLanuiil redut:uon in the number of people ret:eiving
emcrgcnt:y announcemenl" from lheir IOlJiil public safely authorilY.

.Emcrgcnt:y informtlUon on TV sltluon:s lJtlIl be helpful by lypiciilly applies mainly L.o wetlther. LOlJ.il
emcrgcn"'y alert.,; arc iil:so ulSCd LOr other lype:s of emcrgcncie:s, :such a:s ~dou:s mtlLcriiil 'Spill'S, ga:s leab,
pri:Sl.>J1 "::s,,,ape:s, $Lrcel aml bridgl.' clo:sing,; .ind IOlJtl1 :snow emcrgcn",ie:s. TV $Ltluon:s lypit:tl1ly don'l \.:0'11.'1'

the:se. In p~l, lhi:s i:s bccau:se TV :sltluon:s $erve hundred:s of communiue:s. They don'llJOVer lociil em\,.Tgcrlcie$
which aLl'eCl. only one lJommuniW Cable :Sy$lem:s arc ofLen the bC:Sl or only mean:> for munit:ipliliues L.o iilerl
lheir re:sil.k:nl.5 L.o lot:iil eml.~t:il.::S which rel1ecl loctUlJondiuon:s.

The Cable Acl iillow:s ",ommunilie:s in rcnewiil:s lO require cable $Y:Sl.cm:s L.o mccl ",ommuniLy nccd$. Local
emergency alert :sy:sLcm:s arc p~l of meelU1g :such necd:s. .lkctlusc lhcy arc protected by lhc:sc provision:s of lhl.:
C;,tb1c Acl you I.:annol precrllpl them. And tlIly alLcmpl al preempuon would violate thc print:iplc:s 1.,1'
l"cdl.:r..ui:sm tlIld the u.s. Con:suwUon due lo publi", :sa!Cly malLcr:s being of villi1lo",iil "'onccrn.

Sincerely,

:s/Jcri M. Du:slir

JillU M. DUSTlR
As:si:SLanl Cily Manager

Cl': Commi:s:sil.'J1Cl llarold l"urehLgoll-RoLh, l"CC
Cl.lmmi'S:sion\..T Michael Powell,FCC
Commi:s:sioner (jllma Tri:sltlni, FCC
Commi:s:si<.'J1er Su:san Nc:s:s, FCC
Mr. John Logttl, AcUng Chief, C<ibk Services !3ureau
M:s. Magalic Rl,mal Stl1a:s, SI.:\,.TCl..uy, H.T
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