
I agree with the FCC's assessment
(NPRM 98-143 Para. 19-21) as to the decreasing role of Morse code in
contemporary communications. I believe the use of Morse code by amateurs is
now totally within the confines of recreational purposes only.

I, moreover, believe that there is no longer any public or govern-
mental interest served by requiring code testing. Therefore, all
testing of Morse code should be ended in the amateur radio service.
Morse code is just one of many other operational modes and shall
furtheron not be focussed like is the past.

I also recognize the present existence of the international Radio
Regulations, Article S25.5, (NPRM Para. 22) and suggest an
interim requirement of only a single code test with only the
minimum speed necessary to meet international treaty
requirements, but in no case, more than five (5) WPM for all HF
license classes until such time as Article S25.5 is deleted.

I ask the FCC to support the idea of deleting Article S25.5.

Sincerely yours,

Dr. Ralph P. Schorn, DC5JQ
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