
Re: WT Docket No. 98-143

I support the changes suggested in the NPRM as well as
those in the ARRL proposal. I am currently involved with helping
three people who are interested in obtaining their Amateur Radio
licenses as well as getting re-licensed myself.

The current number of license classes, six, is very
confusing and difficult for me to explain to these expectand Hams.
A maximum of 4 or even 3, equivalent to the Extra, General and
Technician would be a vast improvement.

I also beleave the emphasis on the morse code need to be
lowered significantly. A maximum speed of 13 wpm for Extra and
10 wpm for General (or equivalent) class would be sufficient.
Morse code is a dieing mode. It is hardly (if ever) used except
by Amateur Radio operators. In tunig the HF bands, one very
rarely hears a CW code transmition except on the Ham bands.
I am very aware that this is a very controversial issue and
hotly debated these days, however the use of morse code has
declined in recient years, to be replaced by more efficient
and reliable digital modes. Amature radio needs to keep
in step and relevant to todays technology.

        There also needs to be a greater emphasis on technical
and operating skills in the written part of the exam. I was
rather dismayed to see a sign in a local Ham Radio store that
stated that: Faileur to understand the operation of the equipment
is not a reason to exchange or return it and that Ham Radio
is a technical hobby.

        We also need to have better inforcement of the rules
and regulations governing Amateur Radio. More involvement
by Hams themselves in this. To oftem nothing is done about
violaters because Hams see their hands tied by legal and
official means. Perhaps an appointed body overseen by a
branc of the FCC or similar structure.

        The current VE licensing program is a vast improvemnet
over the way I was first licensed, however it also needs some
change. Giving the VECs greater latitude in the forming and
choosing of the material used on the tests. Changing the
questions more often and still keeping with the requirements
for each license exam.

        I do beleave the an upgrade of the Amature service
is log overdue and needs to be acted on if we are to
revitalize our hobby.
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