
I am writing regarding the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
WT Docket 98-143, specifically the aspects of this Docket
that would change the Morse Code requirements for various
Amateur Radio license classes.

I strongly feel that the Morse Code requirements should
be significantly reduced for most, if not all, license
classes. I feel this action would reflect the realities of
the modern word vis-a-vis the Amateur Radio service, as
well as encouraging involvement in the service by a larger
number of people; individuals that would prove to be
a substantial asset to the public in situations where
the Amateur Radio service has proved so helpful in the past.

Most importantly, I feel it is obvious that such a reduction would
induce many more young people to become involved in Amateur
Radio. A significant percentage of this "new blood" would, as in
the past, eventually move into technical careers; the backbone
of our new information-based economy.

I would answer those who wish to retain a higher level of Morse
code proficiency as a "badge" marking Amateur Radio
operators as an "elite" with this suggestion. Retain a license class
above the proposed 5 WPM General class. A 20 or greater WPM
CW requirement would label operators with this class license as
masters of the art of Morse code. Those desiring such a
ranking could study Morse to the degree necessary to pass
such an examination. Set this license class up to be a totally
"Ham managed" affair; simply an informal superset of the
new 5 WPM General class license. Meanwhile, the "lowering
of the bar" for most new applicants would serve to
stimulate the Amateur Radio ranks with many new
members, and encourage those currently holding lower
class licenses with the "carrot" of full operating privileges.

Further, I would suggest "beefing up" the written technical tests. This
would accomplish two ends; prevent "casual" entry into the Amateur
Radio service by persons who would wish to utilize the Amateur
Radio bands as an extension of CB or Marine services, as well as
insuring that the "cache" of the Amateur Radio service as a group
of technically capable individuals was strengthened, not diluted.

Thank you for this opportunity to offer my input into the rule making
process.

Sincerely,

M.L. (Michael) McCauley, WB5MYY
2423 Monaco Ln.
Dallas, Texas 75233-2825
voice (214) 331-2680
    fax (214) 333-2713
mtech@airmail.net


