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I file these comments on 10/17/98 in the FCC=s Notice of Proposed Rule Making WT Docket 98-
143.
My comments are on Technician Plus, Telegraph examination Requirements and Digital Modes.

I have been an Amateur since 1990 as KB2JSV. I started as a Novice and late got a Technician.
The rule changed and this made me an Technician Plus. I have been active in the local Radio club,
the Ramapo Mountain Amateur Radio Club and maintained their 2 Meter and 440 repeaters. I
have been active on CW on 80,40 and 15 meters. I have used Packet on  2 Meters and SSB on 10
meters.

I think that the Technician Class should be maintained. This Class is a good jumping off point to
Amateur HF operation. The 5 words/minute are hard enough to learn in the beginning. Then have
the HF privileges make to possible to learn  the operating procedures and getting familiar with the
Code.

The Telegraph Examination Requirements should be reduced. I have tired to interest Teenagers in
Ham radio. They like the communication aspect of amateur radio. It most of them are into the
computer age and Internet. They can=t understand why Code is need in this age of computers for
Ham radio. I have gotten one teenage to become a General. If Technician Plus is dropped then the
Code Speed for General should be reduced to 5 word/minute. 5 wpm also time to write each
letter down before the next letter hits.

The entry level HF privileges should include Digital Modes - RTTY, AMTOR,PACTOR and
Packet. This would get these teenage computer type more interested in the Amateur Service. The
present Novice/Technician Plus allows only CW below 2  Meters.
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