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Sununary

Court TV opposes the adoption of any of the must carry proposals and

urges the Commission to find other ways to promote the development of digital

broadcasting. The Commission is proposing rules that would force cable operators

to replace valuable programming services with duplicative signals that only a small

fraction of the audience will be able to receive for an indeterminate number of

years. Loss of such programming would represent an irreparable loss to viewers

and to the public interest, since cable programming networks do not have an

alternative transmission path to all homes in a community in the same way that

broadcasters do.

The Commission was too hasty in concluding that it has broad

authority under the 1992 Cable Act to define the scope of a cable operator's signal

carriage requirements during the transition to digital broadcasting. Congress has

expressly avoided defining must carry rights in the digital context. And the

statutory grounds upon which the Commission relies for assuming it has delegated

authority to impose such requirements are exceedingly thin. A more accurate

reading of the law confirms that it is directed toward preventing signal degradation

as the FCC alters technical standards for broadcasting -- not a carte blanche

mandate to increase the substantive must carry requirement. No digital must carry

requirement can be reconciled with the plain language of the Cable Act of 1992,

since the digital television rules require duplication of analog and digital television

transmissions.
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Not only would a digital must carry rule violate the letter of the Cable

Act, it would conflict with the spirit of the law, as well. Both the Supreme Court

and the FCC have acknowledged that must carry rules restrict speech by reducing

the number of channels over which cable operators may exert control and by

making it "more difficult for cable programmers to compete for carriage on the

limited channels remaining." This adverse effect of a digital must carry rule makes

clear that such a requirement would contravene both the public interest and the

First Amendment.
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Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of )
)

Carriage of the Transmissions )
of Digital Television Broadcast Stations )

)
)

To the Commission:

CS Docket No. 98-120

Comments of The Courtroom Television Network

Pursuant to Section 1.415 of the Commission's rules, 47 C.F.R. § 1.415, The

Courtroom Television Network ("Court TV') hereby submits comments in response to the

Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in the above-captioned proceeding. 1/ In the Notice, the

Commission sought comments on seven separate policy proposals, Y as well as on the

legal and technical issues relating to digital must carry. By these comments, Court TV

1/ Carriage of the Transmissions of Digital Television Broadcast Stations, FCC 98-
153, CS Docket No. 98-120 (reI. July 10, 1998) (the "Notice" or "NPRM').

2/ The proposals included: the "Immediate Carriage Proposal" (full must carry rights
would be granted to all digital broadcasters); a "System Upgrade Proposal" (digital
broadcast signals would have first priority for carriage on new capacity added to cable
systems); a "Phase-In Proposal" (digital must carry would be required on 3 to 5 new
channels per year); an "Equipment Penetration Proposal" (must carry rights would vest
when a specified percentage of viewers have digital receivers); an "Either-Or Proposal"
(broadcasters would be allowed to demand carriage either for their analog or their digital
signal); a "Deferral Proposal" (imposing digital must carry rights at a later date, such as
2002); and a "No Must Carry Option" (rejecting must carry as a solution). See Notice at
~~ 39-51.



opposes the adoption of any of the must carry proposals and urges the Commission to

find other ways to promote the development of digital broadcasting.

I. THE PUBLIC INTEREST CALCULUS IS FUNDAMENTALLY DIFFERENT
FOR DIGITAL MUST CARRY THAN IT WAS IN THE ANALOG
ENVIRONMENT

As the Commission acknowledged in the Notice, this proceeding seeks to

strike a balance between preserving the obvious public interest value of providing

consumers with diverse cable programming networks and an effort to promote digital

broadcasting. The very nature of the inquiry makes this proceeding different from those

relating to analog must carry, where it was assumed that there would be no "net

decrease in the amount of available speech" since each lost cable network was replaced

with a broadcast signal that all subscribers could receive. Turner Broadcasting System,

Inc. u. FCC, 512 U.S. 622, 647 (1994) ("Turner 1'). Here, however, the Commission is

proposing rules that would force cable operators to replace valuable programming

services with duplicative signals that only a small fraction of the audience will be able to

receive for an indeterminate number of years.

In order to weigh the public interest values at stake, it is necessary for the

Commission to understand the nature of the programming that would be lost if it were to

adopt digital must carry requirements. Justice O'Connor noted in Turner I that many

cable programming networks have "as much claim as PBS to being educational or related

to public affairs." 'J! Loss of such programming would represent an irreparable loss to

'QI Turner I, 512 U.S. at 681 (O'Connor, J., concurring in part and dissenting in part).
The Commission appears to agree with this assessment. See, e.g., Notice ~ 16
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viewers and to the public interest, since cable programming networks do not have an

alternative transmission path to all homes in a community in the same way that

broadcasters do. 1/

The loss to the public interest would be very significant if Court TV is

among the channels to be sacrificed. Court TV, the only television network devoted

primarily to in-depth coverage of legal issues, was launched on July 1, 1991, and

currently has approximately 34 million subscribers. The network provides live

broadcasts of trials, legal commentary, news on law-related topics and other special

programmIng. Court TV has greatly expanded the amount and types of original

programming provided to subscribers. Examples include: Prime Time Justice, a daily

live wrap-up program featuring the most important testimony from the day's court

proceedings; Supreme Court Watch, hosted by Fred Graham, which is the only television

program to focus on the nation's highest court; Miller's Law, in which Harvard Law

School Professor Arthur Miller and an expert panel examine compelling legal and social

issues that are shaping the justice system; Washington Watch, a discussion program

devoted to legal news from the nation's capital; Trial Story, in which the network's most

("Broadcasting may not be the only source of local programming as cable operators have
developed local news channels and public, educational, and governmental access
channels, which provide highly localized content, have multiplied in the past six years.").

1/ Not only do broadcasters have an over-the-air transmission path due to their
government license, they are guaranteed a channel on cable systems because of analog
must carry requirements.
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important trials are summarized in one and two-hour programs; and The Greatest Trials

of all Time, a series of documentaries on major trials in history. Qj See Attachment 1.

In addition to new, original programming, Court TV has made a strong,

tangible commitment to presenting public affairs and educational programming. fJ! A

centerpiece of Court TV's public affairs efforts is its work with schools, and in particular,

with Cable in the Classroom ("CIC"). 7J Through its CIC program entitled Choices and

Consequences, the network provides monthly one-hour summaries of trials involving

important legal and social issues affecting 10- to 15-year-olds during the transition from

childhood to adolescence. fl.! The curriculum specific program educates young people

about the consequences of choices that lead to violence, pranks, drugs, early pregnancy

fl! Other original Court TV programs have included The System, which follows cases
in one specific community from the street, to the police precinct and to the courthouse,
and finally to incarceration and parole; Verdicts and Justice, a retrospective analysis of
the most critical and dramatic cases in America's courtrooms; Lock & Key, which
examines the fate of convicted prisoners through a review of sentencing, parole and
death penalty hearings; and Instant Justice, which covers proceedings in municipal and
night courts from across the country.

fJ/ For example, the network sponsored a campaign entitled American Violence,
American Justice which examined the legal and social issues surrounding violent crime.
All of Court TVs prime time programs devoted special segments to addressing the
campaign's theme.

1! Court TV produces teacher's guides for use with Choices and Consequences and
other CIC programs. See Attachment 2.

fl.! For each CIC program, teachers can obtain a companion study guide that suggests
the issues to be discussed both before and after viewing of a program. For example, the
study guide accompanying the program A Teenage Killing: Jealousy or Drugs? was
designed to provoke discussion of the use of steroids and teen relationship abuse, and to
familiarize students with diminished capacity as a defense.
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and other issues. Choices and Consequences includes a community outreach component

entitled Your Turn, which brings together teens and high-profile community leaders to

discuss legal and social issues of significance to the community. Your Turn has traveled

to over 40 communities and produced programs on such topics as gang violence, teen

curfews, weapons in school, prayer in public places and teen substance abuse. See

Attachment 3.

As part of a specific educational campaign designed for Southern California,

Court TV produced a videotape for California high schools to explain the details of the

Reginald Denny trial and to outline the issues facing the jury. After the verdicts, the

network, in conjunction with other organizations, hosted a town meeting with high

school students in Pasadena to discuss both the Rodney King and Reginald Denny trials.

Court TV's extensive public affairs and educational efforts have been well

received. In a national survey of high school teachers conducted in 1994 by Malarkey

Taylor Associates, teachers were asked about the importance and educational value of

the network. Of all teachers surveyed, the vast majority believed that Court TV is

important because it allows students to see the justice system in action (84%); that it

helps students to understand many aspects of the law (69%); that it constructively

presents current issues of social interest (62%); that it focuses on justice being served,

unlike shows that focus on violence (72%); and that watching Court TV should be

recommended (75%). Teachers who had previously watched Court TV were even more

enthusiastic in their responses. A full ninety percent said that Court TV is important

because it enables students to see the justice system in action, and 87 percent said that
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Court TV focuses on justice being served rather than violence. W Nearly 80 percent of

the teachers said that Court TV should be available in the schools. 101

With the prospect of losing such valuable programming as a result of

carriage requirements, the Commission should be able to identify compelling statutory

and constitutional support for its several digital must carry options. However, as

explained below, no such support exists.

II. THE CABLE ACT DOES NOT AUTHORIZE THE COMMISSION TO
IMPOSE DUPLICATIVE MUST CARRY REQUIREMENTS

The Commission was too hasty in concluding in the Notice that it has "broad

authority to define the scope of a cable operator's signal carriage requirements" during

the transition to digital broadcasting. Notice at ~ 13. Congress has expressly avoided

defining must carry rights in the digital context. 11/ And the statutory grounds upon

fl.1 Responses were higher in every category for teachers who had watched Court TV.
For example, 80 percent said that Court TV helps students understand many aspects of
the law, 85 percent said the Court TV constructively presents current issues of social
interest; and 79 percent of the teachers said they would recommend that their students
watch Court TV.

101 According to Cable in the Classroom, teachers rate Court TV as one of the best
sources of educational programming out of the television and cable networks available in
schools. On a scale of 1 to 100, Court TV ranked third, slightly behind PBS and
Discovery, but ahead of other quality networks such as The Learning Channel, CNBC, C
Span and Mind Extension University. On a scale of 1-100, the various networks received
the following ratings: PBS (89), Discovery (86), Court TV (86), CNN (86), The Learning
Channel (84), CNBC (84), C-Span (82), Mind Extension University (76), X-Press (50) and
VISN (47).

11/ In the Telecommunications Act of 1996, Congress expressly declined to mandate
must carry status on advanced television or other video services offered on an ancillary
or supplementary basis. 47 U.S.C. § 336(b)(3). See Conf. Rpt. 104-230, 104th Cong., 2d
Sess. at 161. Similarly, Congress avoided any suggestion in the Balanced Budget Act of
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which the Commission relies for its delegated authority to impose such requirements are

exceedingly thin. Although it is true that Section 614(b)(4)(B) of the Cable Act states

that "the Commission shall initiate a proceeding to establish any changes in the signal

carriage requirements" after it establishes DTV requirements, 47 U.S.C. § 534(b)(4)(B), it

is unreasonable to read that brief provision as empowering the FCC to effectively double

the must carry requirement. A more accurate reading of the provision confirms that it is

directed toward preventing signal degradation as the FCC alters technical standards for

broadcasting -- not a carte blanche mandate to increase the substantive must carry

requirement. 12/

The FCC is empowered to impose digital transmission requirements to the

must carry rules only so long as they are "in accordance with the objectives of ... Section

614." S. Rep. No. 102-92, p. 85. However, the relevant statutory provisions cannot be

reconciled with any requirement that would force cable operators to carry both the

digital and analog signals from the same broadcast station. For example, Section

614(b)(5) provides that "a cable operator shall not be required to carry the signal of any

1997 that it was requiring digital must carry. H.R. Conf. Rep., 105th Cong., 2d Sess. 577
(1997).

12/ A related prOVISIon, Section 614(b)(4)(A), requires cable operators to carry the
analog broadcast signal "without material degradation." 47 U.S.C. § 534(b)(4)(A). It is
logical that Section 614(b)(4)(B) similarly relates to signal quality. This interpretation is
supported by the legislative history. See, e.g., H.R. Rep. No. 102-628, 102d Cong., 2d
Sess. at 94 (1992) ("The Committee recognizes that the Commission may, in the future,
modify the technical standards applicable to television broadcast signals. In the event of
such modifications, the Commission is instructed to initiate a proceeding to establish
technical standards for cable carriage of such broadcast signals which have been changed
to conform to such modified signals.").

7



local commercial television station that substantially duplicates the signal of another

local commercial television station which is carried on its cable system, or to carry the

signals of more than one local commercial television station affiliated with a particular

broadcast network." Similarly, Section 615(b)(2)(C) provides that cable operators shall

not be required to carry the signal of a public station that "substantially duplicates" the

programmmg carried by another qualified noncommercial station.

§ 535(b)(2)(C).

47 UB.C.

No digital must carry requirement can be reconciled with the plain

language of the Cable Act of 1992, since the digital television rules require duplication of

analog and digital television transmissions. The Commission established a simulcasting

phase-in schedule for the transition, whereby stations must broadcast the same

programming in both analog and digital formats. Digital channels must simulcast fifty

percent of the video programming of their analog channel by April 21, 2003; seventy five

percent by April 21, 2004; and one hundred percent by April 1 2005. Advanced

Television Systems and Their Impact Upon the Existing Television Broadcast Service,

Fifth Report & Order, 12 FCC Red. 12809, 12832 (1997). Accordingly, any digital must

carry requirement that would force operators to carry more than one broadcast signal per

station is inconsistent with the statute.
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III. DIGITAL MUST CARRY REQUIREMENTS CONTRADICT THE
PURPOSES OF THE CABLE ACT AND VIOLATE BOTH THE PUBLIC
INTEREST AND THE FIRST AMENDMENT

Not only would a digital must carry rule violate the letter of the Cable Act,

it would conflict with the spirit of the law, as well. In adopting analog must carry

requirements, Congress was concerned about increasing the number of voices in the

video marketplace, and specifically took notice of "barriers to entry for new programmers

and a reduction in the number of media voices available to consumers." Turner I, 512

u.s. at 634 (quoting Cable Act, § 2(a)(4». A digital must carry requirement would

directly undermine this statutory purpose.

Both the Supreme Court and the FCC have acknowledged that must carry

rules restrict speech by reducing the number of channels over which cable operators may

exert control and by making it "more difficult for cable programmers to compete for

carriage on the limited channels remaining." 13/ In fact, the Commission in this

proceeding noted that during the transition period to digital broadcasting there will be

"twice as many stations as are now in operation or will be in operation after the

transition." Accordingly, "cable operators could be required to carry double the amount

of television stations, that will eventually carry identical content, while having to drop

various and varied cable programming services where channel capacity is limited."

13/ Turner I, 512 U.S. at 637; id. at 645 ("must carry provisions also burden cable
programmers by reducing the number of channels for which they can compete").
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Notice at ~ 39. Far from promoting an mcrease the number of voices in the video

marketplace and reducing barriers to entry for new programmers, a digital must carry

requirement would have precisely the opposite effect. This is especially true in this

situation since "there will be an increasing redundancy of basic content between analog

and digital stations." Id.

This adverse effect of a digital must carry rule makes clear that such a

requirement would contravene both the public interest and the First Amendment. This

is so because "the 'public interest' standard necessarily invites reference to First

Amendment principles." CBS, Inc. v. Democratic National Committee, 412 U.S. 94, 122

(1973). With respect to constitutional values, the Supreme Court in Turner I found that

promoting "a multiplicity of information sources is a governmental purpose of the highest

order" because "it promotes values central to the First Amendment." 512 U.s. at 663

(citation omitted). 14/ The Court in Turner II narrowly upheld analog must carry rules

on the specific facts before it because it found that there would be no net decrease in the

amount of speech. Here, however, where the Commission has acknowledged that a

digital must carry requirement would have a profound speech-inhibiting effect, both

constitutional and public interest analyses strongly support the rejection of carriage

requirements in this proceeding.

14/ This finding was reaffirmed in Turner Broadcasting System, Inc. v. FCC, 117 S.
Ct. 1174, 1188 (1997) ("Turner II') ("the Cable Act's findings reflect a concern that
congressional action was necessary to prevent 'a reduction in the number of media voices
available to consumers."') (quoting Cable Act § 2(a)(4».
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Conclusion

For the foregoing reasons, Court TV urges the Commission to reject the proposals

for digital broadcasting carriage requirements.

By_~~---,---,<~ _
ouglas P. Jacobs

Executive Vice President
and General Counsel

\\\) ~.
By_~_-----,,=- -=- _

Glenn Moss
Associate General Counsel

The Courtroom Television Network

October 13, 1998
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Prime Time Justice
Primc Timc JUStiCC IS a fast-paced ne\\'s shc1\\' that puts the da\s
legal e\'ents m perspectl\·e. with excerpts from important.
ongoing trials and mten'Ie\\'S \\'lth hlgh-profde guests Regular
\\'eekh commentators include l' S A,ttorne\' General Dick. .

Thc~rnburgh the HC~Iwrablc t-:n11 \\'c~nlr, Han'ad Ll\\ PI\'IL'~~C'r

.-\rthur \lillcr. Cl'Urt T\' anchor Ra\'mond Bw\\'n. :1110 Cl'll111n~1;

delen:::", attorney Leslte .-\bramson The !Xl\~rJm b anchc)red b\
Gregg Jarrett

Trial Stan
Trial SC01Y a documentary senes. takes the most Impon:mt
moments from a trial co\'Cred on Court T\' and condenses them
into a one-hour prime time program, From opening statements
to the \'Crdict, Trial Story features all of a trials key testimony as
well as inten'lews with Judges. attorneys. defendants, and
plaintiffs Some recent Trial Story programs include "Police
Force :\ecessary or Deadly!" (MI \. Bucl:::CIl), about a racially
charged case of police brutality and "Killer in Class"
(\\:-\ \. Louhaitis), which tells the story of a 14-year-old boy who
shot and killed 2 classmates and a teacher, then held his class
hostage.

Cochran & Company
Renowned defense attorney Johnnie Cochran, co-host Rikki
Klieman and high-proflle guests analyze and debate not only the
days top legal stories, but also theIr wider social and political
ramificatIons. Recent guests Bill Cosby, Jesse Jackson, Dennis
Rodman. and Barbara Walters. Recent topics the Au Pair trial,
the Jonesboro shootings, the Ennis Cosby Murder Trial and the
Clinton/White House cnsis.

Supreme Court \\'atch
Hosted by Coun TV chIef anchor Fred Graham, this is the only

tele\'lsion program to focus solely on the nations highest court,
Attorneys argUing before the Court join Graham as they examine
the issues, trace the history of the litigation, and analyze the
decisions. JustIces, lawyers, and parties involved in the cases are
proflled in this half-hour segment as well. Supreme Court Watch,
cO\'ering cases rangmg from gay rights to redistricting, provides
viewers with an in-depth look at the most important and
intriguing cases facing the Court today



the GREATEST
TRIALSojALL TIME

r

\Yashington \Yatch
Coun lYs \\hshington \\cltch 15 de\'oted to liwly diSCUSSIOn about

legal news and JudICIal Issues takmg place m the nations capnal
This weekly program IS hosted by Fred Graham, Cllurt lYs chief

anchor. who co\'ered the \Yashington pohtlcalscenc and the LS
Supreme Court for CBS '\C\\'S and The' \'l'\\ 1(111; Tm,,'\ b:~lL'r:

wests ha\T meluded LS :'\.ttome\' General Janet Renl) , Senatl1r ,md
~ .-
ChaIr of the Senate Judiciary CommIttee Ornn HalL'h, :md the
Rewrend jesse jackson TopICs haw ranged from the changmg bee
of the L'S Supreme Coun to the state of ci\il rights issues in the
Clinton admmistration.

\lillcrs Law
Han'ard Law Professor Arthur Miller leads a li\'Cly panel of the
nation's foremost legal experts as they discuss the current issues
and trials that are shaping Americas justice system.

The Greatest Trials of All Time
The Greatest Trials of All Time is a series of documentaries that
looks at some of the major trials of the 20th century such as The
Court-Martial of Lt, William Calley, who was com'icted for his
participation in the 1968 My Lai massacre; The Scopes Monkey
Trial, im'olving a biology teacher charged with teaching evolution;
and The Trial of Fatty Arbuckle; the silent movie star charged
with the rape and murder of actress Virginia Rappe, Each episode
is built around trial transcripts, firsthand accounts, and archival
information, Legal experts, historians, journalists, and writers
pro\'ide additional perspective, The series is hosted by Tony
Award-winning actor james Naughton.

Choices and Consequences
Choices and Consequences is Coun TV's Cable in the Classroom
program, which spotlights issues facing 10- to 15-year-olds
during the transition period from childhood to adolescence, The
curriculum speCific program educates young people about the
consequences of choices that lead to violence, pranks, drugs,
early pregnancy, etc. They encourage young people to make
healthy choices in real-life situations. Cable systems and, ,
educators across the nation have embraced the program,

b ,'Ell_



Wednesday, October 8, 1997

top of the news

COURT TV LAUNCHES ANTI-VIOLENCE CAMPAIGN-
U.S. Secretary of Education Richard Riley joined hundreds of students
gathered at the Newseum in Arlington, VA., yesterday to take part in
Portraits In Change, the kick-off for Court TV's Choices & Consequences
campaign. The campaign is a response to the NCTA's violence study
which concludes that violence on TV is isolated, with little evidence of
consequences, says Court TV's Richard Beahrs. Teens and pre-teens in
the audience were able to speak their minds on the program, offered by
open feed to any cable system in the country and viewed in schools
nationwide, leading Riley to say, "I don't know when I've been more
impressed." He later commented on the value of the new campaign,
saying, "1 think the engaging way [Court TV] handles the adolescents'
inquiries is helpful," reiterating the predominant sense of all involved
that the age of 10 to 15 is when important life choices are made.
Court TV is joined by Cable in the Classroom, The National Middle
Association and cable companies nationwide, particularly TCI, who
paid for Portraits In Change and Time-Warner, who bused students to
the Newseum from across the country. Marion J. Payne, principal of
Mount View Middle School in Marriottsville, MD., says there isn't

enough focus on the middle school age group in current programming,
other than Maryland Public Television. Most programs, she says, are
"not appropriate." Choices & Consequences is a multi-year project
integrating reality programming and curriculum support for middle
school students.
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A Court TV Initiative

STOP SIGN CASE
Based on What's The Verdict

A Mini-Unit on Justice and the Law

Created by Ross M. Burkhardt for Court TV
with the support of TCI and Time Warner Cable

Choices and Consequences is a registered mark of Johnson Institute.



STOP SIGN - Page 2

I. INTRODUCTION TO THE "STOP SIGN" CASE

PURPOSE
The purpose of this mini-unit is to have students think about the choices they make and the
consequences of those choices. In this way, they may become better decision makers
when they confront real issues in their lives.

OVERVIEW
"STOP SIGN" is a classroom instruction mini-unit designed for middle level students. It is
based on an actual courtroom trial, Florida v. Miller, et al., the "stop sign" case. As they
view and discuss excerpts from the actual trial, students will examine their beliefs about
justice, guilt and innocence, appropriate sentencing, victims' rights, and the implications of
choices and their consequences. Through small group and large group discussions, writing
activities and homework assignments, students will learn more about our legal system and
its role in their lives.

NOTE TO THE TEACHER
This mini-unit is designed to have you and your students look carefully at an actual event
that had profoundly tragic consequences for six young people. In doing so, your students
will examine their own understandings of fairness as well as the consequences of choices
people make. The real individuals depicted in the video exhibit, on occasions, strong
emotions. The videotape has six parts. Preview all of them -- the entire video -- before
using any part with your students. Part of the power of this video is that as students view
it, they may change their opinions as new information is revealed. This is an intentional
aspect of the experience of viewing "Stop Sign." DO NOT TELL STUDENTS THE
OUTCOME OF THE TRIAL AHEAD OF TIME. Let them reach preliminary opinions based on
the information available to them. Afterwards you can discuss the concept of "rushing to
judgment" before one has all the facts.

THE FACTS OF THE CASE
At a busy 4-way intersection in Tampa, Florida in February 1996, some individual or
individuals removed a stop sign. Three young men driving in a car, Keith Farr, Randall
White and Brian Hernandez, died instantly when a large truck hit their vehicle as they
proceeded through the intersection. The missing stop sign was the cause of the tragic
accident.

Three teens, Christopher Cole, Nissa Bailie and Thomas Miller, confessed to stealing several
road signs in the area as a prank but emphatically denied that they had taken the stop sign
from that particular intersection. They were accused of first degree manslaughter and put
on trial. The jury unanimously reached a guilty verdict for all three defendants. After
listening to impassioned pleas from parents and friends of both the defendants and the
victims, the judge sentenced each of the defendants -- Cole, Bailie and Miller -- to 30 years
in prison, suspending 15 years, resulting in prison terms of 15 years plus five years
probation for each defendant.
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THE VIDEOTAPE PARiS
The six videotape parts include excerpts from the actual trial. The total running time of all
parts is eighteen and a half minutes. This mini-unit is divided into three lessons, two of
which employ appx. 9 minutes of video each. 5 seconds of blank tape separate each video
part.

VOCABULARY TERMS
Vocabulary terms have been included for each video part. Students will hear these terms
during the trial. Before showing a video part, define and review the related vocabulary
terms with your students so they are familiar with them and can more easily understand
what occurs. Students can write vocabulary definitions in their social studies journals,
notebooks, or on the forms provided in the appendix of this unit.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Before and after showing each video part, you may find the suggested discussion questions
helpful in structuring a classroom conversation. You can use the questions with the entire
group, or you can divide the students into smaller groups and instruct them to discuss their
responses to specific questions among themselves before sharing their responses with the
whole class. Often it is useful to have students write down their responses to questions
before engaging in discussion.

VARIATIONS ON THE LESSON
Because different teachers have different teaching styles and varying levels of comfort·
when teaching, you are encouraged to adapt these materials to your specific classroom.
Use the approach that best fits your style of teaching and meets the needs of your
students.

HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS
Suggested homework assignments are included for each lesson. These assignments are
based on vocabulary, discussion questions, video parts and follow-up discussion. The
assignments encourage students to think more deeply about what they saw and heard in
class. Adapt these assignments so that they better meet the needs/abilities of your
students.

OBSERVATION
This mini-unit depends for its success o·n student participation. Listen, reflect, and allow
divergent opinions to emerge during discussions. The seriousness of this case suggests
that middle level students will not see the defendants' actions as a "harmless prank." You
may want to remind your students that these are not actors but real teens facing real
consequences.

SUGGESTIONS TO THE TEACHER
• Be creative -- you know your students best. Use the three lesson plans as a guide, and

adapt them accordingly.
• While teaching this mini-unit, have students keep track of their individual responses as

they express preliminary opinions on the guilt or innocence of the three defendants and
as they suggest possible sentences. At the end of the unit, review with students how
and when they changed their minds about guilt, innocence and sentencing, if they did
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change their minds. A discussion about "rushing to judgment" might be appropriate
here.

• Define the vocabulary terms for each video part before showing it. This way your
students will better understand what they are about to see and hear.

• Use those parts of this mini-unit that work best for you, your classroom goals, your
students, and your teaching setting.

• You have Court TV's permission to adapt these teaching materials to best suit your
classroom purposes.

• Ask your students, "Why?" Have them explain their responses.
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II. THE "STOP SIGN'" CASE - LESSON PLANS ONE, TWO & THREE"

OVERVIEW
In Lesson One, introduce the "Stop Sign" case. Break students into small groups. Ask
each group to create working definitions of several vocabulary terms from the master list.
Then review the definitions.

In Lesson Two, discuss the preliminary questions, re-examine the vocabulary terms for
each of the first three video parts, show three video parts (total time = 8 minutes 40
seconds) and discuss each of them, and assign homework based on the day's activities.

In Lesson Three, review the facts of the "Stop Sign" case revealed thus far, discuss the
follow-up questions from the preceding day, have students share their homework
responses (letters), review the vocabulary terms, show three video parts (total time = nine
minutes) and discuss each of them, and assign homework based on the entire unit.

SUGGESTED PLAN FOR LESSON ONE
1. Explain to your students that they will be looking at an actual trial and sentencing of

three defendants. In order to better understand the trial, they need to know certain
vocabulary terms.

2. Divide your class into several smaller groups (three or four students to a group works
well).

3. Assign each group the task of creating a working definition of a smaller set of
vocabulary terms from the master list of forty-three so that each term on the master list
is accounted for.

4. Provide class time for groups of students to "define" their set of terms.
5. Have each group report its working definitions of their terms to the whole class.
6. Assign homework that has students using the vocabulary terms. This could be the task

of writing sentences using the terms correctly, or defining terms not addressed in class,
or doing a piece of writing that employs at least twenty-five of the vocabulary terms.

SUGGESTED PLAN FOR LESSON TWO
1. Use the "Opening Questions" to stimulate student thinking and create engagement.
2. Review the "Introductory Vocabulary Terms" with your students. Have students copy

terms in their journals or notebooks, or use Form #1 A, if appropriate.
3. Discuss the following question and elicit several student responses: "ls the stealing of

road signs a harmless prank?"
4. Review the vocabulary terms for Video Part #1. Have students copy terms in their

journals or notebooks, or use Form #1 B, if appropriate.
5. Show Video Part #1 (3:20).
6. Review the facts presented in Video Part #1.
7. Engage the class in the discussion questions based on Video Part #1.
8. Review vocabulary terms for Video Part #2. Have students copy terms in their journals

or notebooks, or use Form #2, if appropriate.
9. Show Video Part #2 (1 :10).
1O.Engage the class in the discussion questions based on Video Part #2.
11 .Review vocabulary terms for Video Part #3. Have students copy terms in their journals

or notebooks, or use Form #3, if appropriate.
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12.Show Video Part #3 (4:00).
13.Engage the class in the discussion questions based on Video Part #3.
14.Assign homework for the following day.

SUGGESTED PLAN FOR LESSON THREE
1. Review the "Opening Questions" from Lesson Two to stimulate student thinking.
2. Have several students read their homework assignment letters aloud to the class.
3. Review the vocabulary terms for Video Part #4. Have students copy terms in their

journals or notebooks, or use Form #4, if appropriate.
4. Show Video Part #4 (5:00).
5. Engage the class in the discussion questions based on Video Part #4.
6. Review vocabulary terms for Video Part #5. Have students copy terms in their journals

or notebooks, or use Form #5, if appropriate.
7. Show Video Part #5 (2:25).
8. Engage the class in the discussion questions based on Video Part #5.
9. Review vocabulary terms for Video Part #6. Have students copy terms in their journals

or notebooks, or use Form #6, if appropriate.
1O.Show Video Part #6 (3:25).
11.Engage the class in the discussion questions based on Video Part #6.
12.Assign homework for the following day.

OPTION
• Give students the set of vocabulary terms to look up and define as homework the day

before beginning this mini-unit.

NOTE ABOUT THIS MINI-UNIT
• This mini-unit uses the constructivist approach -- students construct their knowledge

and learn by listening to others, by thinking about what is said, by writing out their
ideas, by voicing their opinions and by asking their questions. You are encouraged to
invite full class participation from your students over the three lessons of this unit.
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IISTOP SIGN"'-CASE - LESSON ONE

INTRODUCTION
Explain to your students that they will be looking at an actual trial and sentencing of three
defendants. In order to better understand the trial, let them know that they will need to
understand certain vocabulary terms. (Note: Students can review the vocabulary without
getting into the specific facts of the "stop sign" case.)

MASTER LIST OF VOCABULARY TERMS

innocent
judge
victim
manslaughter
deny
count
battery
bond
leniency
remorse
defiance

guilty
choice
trial
intend
allege, alleged
suspended sentence
petty theft
juvenile
plea
remorseful
testimony

justice
consequence
sentence
maximum penalty
convicted
probation
grand theft
appropriate punishment
emotion
hardened criminal
revenge

mercy
prosecutor
prank
admit
collision
"rush to judgment"
error in judgment
impact statement
sentencing
unanimous verdict

SMALL GROUP ACTIVITY
• Divide your class into several smaller groups (three or four students to a group works

well).
• Assign each group the task of creating a working definition of a smaller set of

vocabulary terms from the master list of forty-three so that each term on the master list
of accounted for.

• Provide class time for groups of students to "define" their terms among themselves.
• Have each group report the working definitions of their vocabulary terms to the whole

class. As each group reports, other students can write definitions in their social studies
journals or on the forms provided in the appendix.

• Review all of the vocabulary terms with the entire class to check that each term is
understood by your students and to respond to any specific questions that students
may have.

HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENT
Assign a homework task that has students using many of the vocabulary terms. This could
include writing several sentences using the vocabulary terms correctly, defining those
vocabulary terms not fully addressed in class, or doing a piece of writing that employs at
least twenty-five of the vocabulary terms.

------------------------------------------ END 0 F LESSON 0 NE ----------------------------------------------------
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IISTOP SIGN" CASE - LESSON TWO

OPENING QUESTIONS
Begin the lesson by asking the following question:

• What is the purpose of a STOP sign at highway intersections?

After eliciting several responses and having a short discussion, move on to the following
questions:

• Why do we have laws in our society? What purposes to they serve?
• What happens when someone breaks the law? What does society do in response?
• What is "guilt"?
• What is "innocence''?
• Who decides someone's guilt or innocence?

INTRODUCTORY VOCABULARY TERMS
Review the following terms early in the first lesson. You may want to use Form #1 A (see
Appendix, "Introductory Vocabulary Terms") and have students write down definitions of
the several terms, or they can write them in their social studies journals or notebooks.

choice
mercy

consequence
trial

innocent
judge

guilt
prosecutor

justice
victim

SHORT DISCUSSION
Ask students the following question:

"Is the stealing of road signs a harmless prank or a criminal act?"

Elicit preliminary opinions in writing. Ask students to share briefly what they have written.
Then discuss their responses.
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VOCABULARY TERMS' FOR VIDEO Part· #1
Review the following terms before showing Video Part #1. You may want to use Form
#1 B ("Vocabulary Terms For Video Part #1") and have students write down definitions of
the several terms, or they can write them in their social studies journals or notebooks.

prank
deny

manslaughter
allege, alleged

intend
convicted

maximum penalty
collision

VIDEO PART #1
The first video part is 3:20 minutes in length. It introduces the facts of trial.

REVIEW THE FACTS

• How many defendants are there?
• What are they accused of doing?
• What were the consequences of their "alleged" crime?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS BASED ON VIDEO PART #1

• Based on what you have seen so far, what reactions or opinions do you have so far?
• What questions do you have about what you have seen?

VOCABULARY TERMS FOR VIDEO PART # 2
Discuss the following terms before showing Video Part #2. You may want to use Form #2
(Appendix, "Vocabulary Terms for Video Part #2") to have students write down definitions
of the several terms, or they can write them in their social studies journals or notebooks.

evidence
jury

circumstantial
verdict

reckless disregard
collision

intersection
defendant

VIDEO Part #2
The second video part is 1; 10 minutes long.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS BASED ON VIDEO Part #2

• Was it manslaughter?
• What about the fact that these kids admitted to stealing other stop signs?
• Is there a difference between taking a stop sign and taking a street sign?
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VOCABULARY TERMS FOR VIDEO Part # 3
Go over the following terms before showing Video Part #3. You may want to use Form #3
("Vocabulary Terms for Video Part #3") and have students write down definitions of the
several terms, or they can write them in their social studies journals or notebooks.

remorse, remorseful
testimony

hardened criminal
revenge

unanimous verdict
impact statement

defiance
sentence

VIDEO PART #3
The third video part is 4:00 minutes long.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS BASED ON VIDEO PART #3

• What testimony impressed you? Why?
• Are they good kids who took a wrong turn or senseless killers?
• Should they be locked up with "hardened criminals',?
• They didn't deny stealing other signs -- should we believe their denial about the stop

sign?
• One defendant has a young son -- should this make a difference in his sentence?
• Does a "Iack of remorse" indicate guilt?
• Can a person be remorseful for something they didn't do?
• Should revenge be a factor in a jury decision?

HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENT OPTIONS

• Write a letter to one of the defendant's family.

OR

• Write a letter to one of the victim's family.

OR

• Write a letter to the judge suggesting an appropriate sentence for the three defendants.
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IF TIME ALLOWS ...

A. Discussion questions:

• What did you learn in class today?
• What questions do you have about the case?

B. Allow students class time to begin writing their letters (the next day's homework).

-------------------------------------------- EN D 0 F LESSO N TWO --------------------------------------------------

IISTOP SIGN" CASE - LESSON THREE

REVIEW
To begin the third lesson, go over the following questions as a review exercise.

• What is the purpose of a STOP sign at highway intersections Why do we have
laws in our society? What purposes to they serve? What happens when someone
breaks the law? What does society do in response?

• How many defendants are there in the "stop sign" case?
• What are they accused of doing?
• What were the consequences of their "alleged" crime?
• What has happened in the trial so far?
• What is remorse?

SHARE THE HOMEWORK
Ask several students to read aloud their letters written as homework.

VOCABULARY TERMS FOR VIDEO Part #4
Go over the following terms before showing Video Part #4. You may want to use Form #4
("Vocabulary Terms for Video Part #4") and have students write down definitions of the
several terms, or they can write them in their social studies journals or notebooks.

leniency plea emotion sentencing admit

VIDEO Part #4
The fourth video Part is 5:00 minutes in length.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS BASED ON VIDEO PART #4

• Are the defendants just saying they are sorry?
• Does a defendant need to show remorse in order to be innocent?
• Are the opinions and feelings of a victim's famJ1y and friends important to a judge who

is determining a sentence?
• Does Ann Hertle's plea for leniency change your opinion about sentencing? How? Why?
• Should the judge be lenient?
• Does "emotion" belong in a court of law?
• Do two "wrongs" make a "right"?

VOCABULARY TERMS FOR VIDEO Part # 5
Go over the following terms before showing Video Part #5. You may want to use Form #5
("Vocabulary Terms for Video Part #5") and have students write down definitions of the
several terms, or they can write them in their social studies journals or notebooks.

battery
bond

petty theft
juvenJ1e

grand theft error in judgment
appropriate punishment

VIDEO Part #5
The fifth video clip is 2:25 minutes long.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS BASED ON VIDEO Part #5

• Should all three teens get the same punishment?
• Should previous crimes have an impact on sentencing?
• What is an appropriate sentence for these three defendants? Community service? One

to five years? Ten years? Life in prison?
• Do Tom Miller's previous crimes call for heavier sentencing now?
• Should Tom MJ1ler's one year old son be a factor in sentencing? Should it make a

difference to the judge?
• Should stealing a stop sign be punishable by jaJ1 time?

VOCABULARY TERMS FOR VIDEO Part # 6
Go over the following terms before showing Video Part #6. You may want to use Form #6
("Vocabulary Terms for Video Part #6") and have students write down definitions of the
several terms, or they can write them in their social studies journals or notebooks.

count suspended sentence probation "rush to judgment"
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VIDEO Part #6
The sixth video clip is 3:25 minutes long. It ends with three questions:

• What was the choice?
• What were the consequences?
• Was justice served?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS BASED ON VIDEO CLIP #6

• What was the choice, and what were the consequences?
• Was justice served? Why or why not?
• Do you agree with the same sentence of 15 years for all three defendants? Why or why

not?
• Should the two "non-criminals" have received a lesser sentence?
• Did your decision on sentencing change during this discussion? How? Why?
• Did you "rush to judgment''? How could this have been avoided?
• Should juveniles be treated as adults?
• If the three defendants had been fourteen, should or could they have known about the

serious consequences of removing a stop sign? 18-year-olds can drive, but 14-year-olds
cannot.

• How old do you have to be to know that taking a stop sign away from an intersection
can result in death?

• Do 12-year-olds realize the serious consequences of this crime? What about 10-year
olds?

• Was the sentencing -- 15 years -- "fair''?
• What's the larger message of this trial? What do you take away from it?

HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENT

• Write an editorial stating your opinion based on the facts of the case and its outcome.

OR

• Write a "Letter to the Editor" of a newspaper stating your opinion about what happened
and the sentencing of the three defendants.

-------------------------------------------- END OF LESSON TH REE -----------------------------------------------
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ASSESSMENT & EVALUATION ACTIVITIES

• Design a vocabulary test based on the terms presented during the unit:

innocent
judge
victim
manslaughter
deny
count

battery
bond
leniency
remorse
defiance

guilty
choice
trial
intend
allege, alleged
suspended sentence

petty theft
juvenile
plea
remorseful

testimony

justice
consequence
sentence
maximum penalty
convicted
probation

grand theft
appropriate punishment
emotion
hardened criminal
revenge

mercy
prosecutor
prank
admit
collision
urush to judgment"

error in judgment
impact statement
sentencing
unanimous verdict

• Have students explain in writing the purpose of each of the following:

judge, jury, trial, lawyer, laws, sentence, verdict

• Present the following quotation to your students:

"Envision your future and weigh it against the moment. "

In other words, are the long range consequences of what you are about to do worth the
brief, momentary pleasure or thrill of a particular choice of action? Ask them to discuss
this quotation either in small groups or as a whole class. You may also ask them to write
about their understanding of this quotation.

FOLLOW-UP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

• Did you change your mind about the guilt or innocence of the three defendants while
watching this video? If so, what caused you to change your mind?

• Did you change your mind about an appropriate sentence for the three defendants while
watching this video? If so, what caused you to change your mind?

• What did you learn by watching this trial?



STOP SIGN - Page 15

HOMEWORK ACTIVITY: THE "BEST OF LIFE"
Assign students the task of asking their parents to write a list of some important events
that occurred in their lives from when they were 18 up until they turned 33 (or up until
today, if the parent is younger than 33). This "best of life" list represents some events that
an 18-year old would miss if he or she were sentenced to jail for the next fifteen years.
This activity could be a homework assignment at the beginning or the end of the "stop
sign" mini-unit. It offers an opportunity for students and their parents to work together on
a positive school assignment.

EXAMPLE
In order to help students understand the "best of life" assignment, you may want to share
the following example with them. You may also want to make your own personal "best of
life" list.

When I was 18 I entered college.

When I was 19 I played in the college marching band at football rallies and games.

When I was 20 I attended my parents' 25th wedding anniversary.

When I was 21 I graduated from college.

When I was 22 I traveled to Italy and visited the ancient city of Pompeii.

When I was 23 I had Thanksgiving with my aunt and uncle and cousins. I also

attended my sister's graduation from college.

When I was 24 I bought my first brand new car.

When I was 25 I was an usher at my sister's wedding.

When I was 26 I got married. I also earned my master's degree.

When I was 27 I held my newborn daughter in my arms.

When I was 28 my son was born.

When I was 29 I drove across America and saw the sunrise at the Grand Canyon.

When I was 30 I went to my brother's wedding.

When I was 31 I played tooth fairy for my daughter.

When I was 32 I took my son his first pony ride.

When I was 33 I watched "Sesame Street" with my children.

A suggested form for using this "best of life" activity can be found in the appendix.
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THE APPENDIX

Vocabulary Forms 1A, 1B, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6

"The Best of Life" Activity Form
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FORM #1 A: INTRODUCTORY VOCABULARY TERMS

NAME: PERIOD/CLASS __
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DATE _

INSTRUCTIONS: Write a complete sentence definition for each of the terms below.

choice _

consequence

innocence ----------------------------

guilt _

justice -----------------------------

mercy _

trial ------------------------------

judge ------------------------------

prosecutor _

victim ------------------------------
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FORM #1 B: VOCABULARY TERMS FOR VIDEO PART #1

NAME: PERIOD/CLASS DATE -----

INSTRUCTIONS: Write a complete sentence definition for each of the terms below.

prank _

manslaughter

intend ----------------------------

maximum penalty _

deny -----------------------------

allege, alleged _

convicted ---------------------------

collision ----------------------------



FORM #2: VOCABULARY TERMS FOR VIDEO PART #2

NAME: PERIOD/CLASS __
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DATE _

INSTRUCTIONS: Write a complete sentence definition for each of the terms below.

evidence _

circumstantial

reckless disregard _

intersection ---------------------------

Jury _

verdict -----------------------------

collision -----------------------------

defendant ----------------------------



FORM #3: VOCABULARY TERMS FOR VIDEO PART #3

NAME: PERIOD/CLASS __
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DATE _

INSTRUCTIONS: Write a complete sentence definition for each of the terms below.

remorse, remorseful _

hardened criminal

unanimous verdict -------------------------

defiance -----------------------------

testimony ----------------------------

revenge _

impact statement _

sentence --------------------------
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FORM #4: VOCABULARY TERMS FOR VIDEO PART #4

NAME: PERIOD/CLASS DATE _

INSTRUCTIONS: Write a complete sentence definition for each of the terms below.

leniency _

plea

emotion ----------------------------

sentencing ---------------------------

admit -----------------------------



FORM #5: VOCABULARY TERMS FOR VIDEO PART #6

NAME: PERIOD/CLASS __
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DATE -----
INSTRUCTIONS: Write a complete sentence definition for each of the terms below.

battery _

petty theft

grand theft _

error in judgment _

bond -----------------------------

juvenile ----------------------------

appropriate punishment _



FORM.#6: VOCABULARY TERMS FOR VIDEO PART #6

NAME: PERIOD/CLASS __
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DATE -----

INSTRUCTIONS: Write a complete sentence definition for each of the terms below.

count ------------------------------

suspended sentence

probation _

"rush to judgment" -------------------------
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SUGGESTED FORM: liThe Best of Life"

"THE BEST OF LIFE"

STUDENT: _ RESPONDING ADULT: _

INSTRUCTIONS: Ask a parent to list at least one positive memory or event for each year
indicated below.

When I was 18 _

When I was 19 _

When I was 20 _

When I was 21 _

When I was 22--------------------------------------
When I was 23--------------------------------------
When I was 24--------------------------------
When I was 25---------------------------------------
When I was 26---------------------------
When I was 27---------------------------------------
When I was 28-------------------------------
When I was 29--------------------------------
When I was 30-----------------------------
When I was 31------------------------------
When I was 32----------------------------
When I was 33------------------------------



As educators, we know that young adolescents (10-1 S Classroom organization are reaching out to educators, par
year olds) are unique and at times misunderstood. ems, and students. Choices and Consequences, produced
Teaching them can be a constant challenge filled in conjunction with Time Warner Cable, MediaOne,TCI,

with personal rewards, not unlike riding a roller coaster- Cablevision Systems, Marcus Cable and other cable
there are high points. speedy descents, and. e\"ery once in companies, is a multi-year, multi-faceted program designed
a while, a huge change in direction. In order to full~' ap- to assist young people in making the connection between
preciate this exciting ride, you need to know a little about the choices they make and the consequences that follow.
the journey you are undertaking. \X'hether you are a first year teacher or an experi-

This Teacher's Guide, a component of Court TY'SenCed middle le\"el educator, this guide is designed
Choices and Corzsequences ini- " to reaffirm, educate, and motivate
tiati\"e. is an example of how those who ride the middle level
National Middle School . roller coaster on a daily basis. We
Association. Court TV, and invite you to share this informa-
the non-profit Cable in the tion with your colleagues.

~ to

cno~Ce=S
IJIt'lalll'I'IJI,."I,'lill.

NMSA



;,-

models, Middle schoolers also rely on adults to pro\'ide
structure and safen', since \'oung adolescents often do
not possess the maturity to impose rules on themsekes,

If \'ou are a \'eteran teacher of middle schoolers, the
ideas in this guide should affirm the good work \'ou are
already doing. If \'ou are new to middle schooL you ma~'

find these suggestions useful. Experienced or beginner.
you're fortunate to be teaching in middle school~

What you can do
1. Respect is the key to understending middle schoolers. Ateecher needs

to be sensitive to the (sometimes troubling) chenges his or her students
ere experiencing and honor each student as unique.

2. Build relationships. Before students con embrme the curriculum,
they must connect with the teecher. Getting to know students end

letting them know you is essential to their success ond yours.
3. Amiddle school classroom should offer the climate end

structure thot middle schoolers require: nat restrictive or puni
tive, but on inviting setting where expectations end conse,

quences ore dear end wormth and trust prevail.
4. Relish small successes, Jot down those "Eurekes!"

and "Thenk yous! II Keep 0 folder with speciel notes
from porents or students, On e tough dey, they're e

valuable reminder of the difference you make,

By Judith Boenen, in colloborotion with the
Notionol Middle School Associotion

A
lthough teaching an\ grade le\'el has It" spe
cd moments, working with middle school
students can be the most re,,'arding experi

ence ,1 teacher ",ill eYer ha\'e. It's just that it's not
e.15\', Young .ldolescents .1I'e .1 challenging group,
but once \'ou recognize .1nd appreci:1te the unique
ch,1r.1cteristics of this age, \'Ou're hooked,

~liddle school students i ages 12-15) experience
dramatic shifts in mind .lnd bod\', This isn't ne,,'s to
a teacher ,,'ho deals with those changes moment to
moment in the classroom. These \'oung adolescents are
no longer the malleable elementary school children who
approach school and learning "'ith wonder. nor are the\'
sophisticated high school students forging to"'ard the
future. Instead, they are a delightful mix of both: it's just
that they're not sure which one they are at an\' gi\'en
nanosecond,

The most ob\'ious transformations are ph\'sical ones.
There is no "typical" middle schooler. The~

range from tiny to tall. from thin to thick. from
grown-up looking to hardlY growing. These
physical changes both increase and drain young
adolescents' energ~' and are outward indications of
\"hat's happening inside,

Their intellectual approach is mostl, concrete, but
the\' are capable of abstract reasoning, Their interest
span leads them from idea to idea or project to project
\\'ithout looking back. On the other hand. a middle
schooler ",ill spend hours pursuing a special interest
with no seeming consciousness of the outside world,
Their organizational skills lapse, Forgetfulness and
thoughtlessness are common. But the\' can also be
counted on to organize a clothing dri\'e for the home
less or spearhead a campaign to preserw the rainforest.

Friends and peer acceptance are crucially important
to young adolescents, but adults-especiall~' parents

Jnd teJchers-pla~' a significant part in their li\'es as role
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M
iddle schoolers like ch.l11en~es, And the" should
encounter .1 ri~orous .1C,ldemlc curnculum,
\Iiddie schuolers play comp!Ic.lled lllU,IC.1]

instrument" The" create museum-';'.orth,' .1n, The'
write poetn' that brings tears to your e\'es. They memo
rize lengthy parts in pla~'s, They learn second or third
languages. They master sophisticated computer pro
grams, The" sake algebraic equations, The key is not
-:.:.-b.lt is taught. but /.70-:':', HO\\' teachers te,1ch their sub
ject, can be the difference bet\\'een frustration and suc
cess for both the teacher and the ,'oung adolescent.

;'vliddle school teachers kno\\' that. for their students.
the process of learning is as important as the product.
Students will meet high expectations when they are clear
about the small steps that lead to the goal. Middle school
teacher Joan Maute says that teachers of 10-IS year aids
must "think big but teach small."

Middle school students should be encouraged to be
problem-solvers. decision-makers, question-askers, and
risk-takers, A rigid classroom em'ironment, bound to the

-:ontent and Sl'quence of the curriculum. d(l,." nut "'01'1-.
tor nun' midd!t' schoolers, Further. .1 nllddk ,-:hool
teacht'r c,m never .1ssume th.n .1 student Cl)]]le, re.llh [(1

k.1rn on .my ~iwn da", Inform.nion ~r.1sped \'esterd.n' l'

lost toda\'; confidence may be hi~h or low depending on
the appearance of one's hair. Middle school teachers hone
to be willing to start with students where the\' are each
day while still insisting on quality perforn1.1nces,

Good middle school teachers conwrt big concepts
into small segments; the" n1.1Y give long-range assign·
ments. but they establish regular checkpOInts to ensure
progress, The,' employ many strategies to meet the needs
of diwrse learners; large and small group presentations,
frequent use of cooperatiw learning groups. some one
on-one coaching. and computer-assisted instruction,
Exploration is encouraged; giving students the opportu
nity to apph- what they have learned to real-life situations
cements the knowledge. Effective middle school teachers
never say, "Someday you will use this." Instead, they
declare. "Now, here's how we're going to use this,"

Middle schoolers can and do learn a lot. but generally
not through lecture or busy work, \Ve do them a disservice
if we do not offer a strong academic program; equalh-,
they are not served if our teaching methods miss the mark.

'ill
..~
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M
iddle school teachers should
not onh- knoK and respect
ewn- student they te,lch. their

students should kno-;;. they are under
stood and valued. They should see that
their teachers really listen to them and
act as their advocates when problems
arise. Relieving \'oung adolescents'
minds of troubles that bubble up as .1

result of changing relationships Kith
friends and famil\' can clear the air for
more concentrated learning. SuPPOrt-
. --mg a spontaneous Interest m current
events eases the stress a confusing
world can cause.

Although middle schoolers should
be old enough to act wisely. often they
don't. The\' want to take risks, test lim
its and en: new-and sometimes forbid
den-things. It's important, therefore. to

help students understand the consequences
of their actions and the choices open to them
in each decision. Teaching decision-making
skills is an urgent task in the middle schooL
Court TV's Choices and Consequences curricu
lum materials (a\'ailaL:e on the \\!eb at
WWV·;.courm-.com or by calling 1-800-COURT-j6)
can help develop these skills.

Another key element to understanding middle
schoolers is being aware of their ability to engage adults
in power plays. When you see this coming, stay calm and
avoid getting dragged in. The shrug or smirk which
implies they aren't affected by your authority does not
diminish your authority. The concerned middle school
teacher does not use humiliation or sarcasm to retaliate.
but serenely steps aside and busies him or herself else
where. responding appropriately at a later time.

Finally. keep in mind the developmental needs of your
students. Young adolescents are growing rapidlY and
ha\'e a someKhat short interest span. Effecti\'e middle
school teachers change activities often and give students
plenty of opportunities to move about the classroom.
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The voung adolescents \'OU teach are diyerse, not lust
because the~' are middle schoolers but because the\'
come from a wonderfullv diyerse societv, Because

this is an important time for ~;oung adolescen~s'person
al grmnh. teachers must be leaders for equity and justice,
Productive. educated citizens are more likelY to result
when teachers believe in their students and treat all of
them faidv.

Keep your behavioral expectations as high as your aca
demic standards. Young adolescents are capable of being
cruel and impulsive. They also echo our culture's preju
dices even though they may not have fully or personally
adopted any particular view. Teachers must be unwaver
ing in expecting appropriate behavior and speech.

YOUNG
ADOLESCENTS

In ,1 middle school .:bssroom. all abilities and ",'avs of
knowing are honored. Teachers should not yary their
expectations from group to group or individual to indi
viduaL even though methods, techniques and strategies
mav. Middle schoolers feel more comfortable with their
o",'n differences ",-hen all cultures and personalities are
celebrated and esteemed.

For these reasons, heterogenous classrooms should be
the standard for middle school programs. Tracking, ley
elling, etc., are not effective practices and ultimately do
not produce the results they promise. In an engaging
classroom. middle school students of all abilities learn
constantly from their peers, from the text, from you,
from the materials on the bulletin boards, and from off
hand remarks. The more diverse and stimulating the
classroom environment. the bener the learning.

~*lf(
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WITH YOUNG ADOLESCENTS

C
ommitted middle s.:hop1 tea.:her, dC'lc;n \Y,l\·' t(,

Imohe StllJcnb ".-ith. their Llmihe, .md to 1ll1k thc'
,,:h,)ol \\-Ith bll,me',e' - .

.1Ild thc' .:ommllnln, YOlln:-:

.1dole,.:ents ,1re kntl\nl tor their
reluct:ll1Ce to discuss school
with their parents. Yet \ye kno,,
th,n tamih in\"l)lwment ,,-ith
the ... .:11001 and interest in \Yh,H
their children do at schoolle,lJ
to gre,Her stlldent ,lLhieYement.

:-''1iddle school te,Khers
should de\'ise homework and
projeCts \yhich require that stu
dents speak to or join with

iamih· m,'mhc~r' w ,1c-.:umpli,h ,1 speciii,' t.\,k. :\"i~:>

ment noteboub giw p,ll-eIHS ,1IlJ guardi,1l1' thL' oppurtll
nlt\ tL' rl'\I,'\\ ,;
J,1\'" or \Yeek',
work and open
up dialogue,

Otten tlle'
comnllll1lt\' I'

Iargeh una\\-are
ot the excellent
eduCJtion being
oHered in their
schools. Teachers
and adminisn,l
tors could ,,'ell
spend more time
on simple. inex
pensiw ways at
publicizing their
programs. Busi

ness partnerships in which local businesses support a
school tin:mcialh- and!or through yolunteer tutors

and mentors giye at least some members of the public
a glimpse ot the fine education your school proyides.

Most young adolescents express social concerns. As
their a\yareness at the ,,'orld grows and they're exposed
to diHerent cultures and ideas through technology and
the media. middle schoolers should be directed toward
sen'ice-as long as it's not related to cleaning their room.
Many middle schools have a service component as part of
their regular program. and they find service projects a
practical way to applY what is learned in the classroom
for example, using math skills to build a playground for
disad\'antaged children, or using writing and organiza
tion skills to put together a proposal to the city, etc.

Middle school teachers are keenly aware that their
classrooms do not exist in a yacuum. The more the lines
and boundaries are blurred. the more families and the
community can reach in and connect with students.
Consequently. more students can then safely explore the
larger world.
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Media Resources for Middle School

(ourt TV's CIroices Dntl Consequences:
Taking the Debate Online

One component of Choices ond Consequences is the oword·
winning television program Your Turn, in which adolescents

in a fown hall format discuss issues ranging from drugs and
gongs to dress codes ond teenoge pregnancy. Now, through

on interactive conversotion center on Court TV's Web site, kids
from ocross the country con tolk to eoch other about topics

covered in Your Turn programs. log on to WWW.courllv.com ond
click on Choices and Consequences Forum. All conversations are

under the guidance of participating teachers and parents.

Cable in the (/ossroom
Apublic service of the cable television industry, this not-for-profit

initiotive provides 540 hours per month of commercial-free educa
tionol programming to schools, free of charge. Amonthly maga

zine, support materials, Web sites, workshops, and other materials
are also available. For more information, check out (able in the
Classroom's Web site (www.ciconline.org) or call 1-800-743-5355.

Think for Yourself: Media Literacy for the Millennium
Produced by NMSA ond Quolity Work Environments Inc., this 45-minute

video includes a teacher's guide and clossroom activities. (0111-800-528
NMSA. ($176 includes shipping & handling within the U.S.)

The Family and Community Critical Viewing Pro;ect
Workshops, pamphlets, ond other materials from the Notional Coble

Television Associotion, Coble in the Clossroom, and the Notional PTA help
teochers and parents toke chorge of TV. (0111-800-743-5355.

Better Viewing magazine
From the publishers of Cable in the Classroom magazine, this family guide lists

oge-appropriate, non-violent programs and includes family viewing activities
and helpful articles for parents. 59.97 per year. (0111-800-216-2225.

Media literacy Web sites
(enter for Medio Literacy lwww.mediolit.org)

New Mexico Media literacy Project (www.oa.edu/nmmlp.html)
Medio literacy Online Project (http://interact.uoregon.edu/Medialit/HomePage)

TOday's middle schoolers are immersed in the media. They watch TV and
movies, surf the Internet, use CD·Roms to research information, ex
change e-mail, converse on cell phones, make tapes of favorite songs,

and are rarely without aWalkman, Yet they are nat very discriminating, Too of,
ten they are passive receivers and occeplingly uncritical of the myriad mes
sages delivered through all these sources. Middle schoolteachers have avital
role to play in teaching young adolescents to be media literate,

• Teach students to analYze the content and intent ot
ad\'errising. \\"eb site i~formation. music \'ideos. and
Other audio-\'isuaJ technologies. [wn' source of infor
mation-\ideo. moyie. T\' sho\\. \\'eb site..1dwnise
memo etc,-h.ls .m agenda .md .1 point ot \ie\\',

• \-'latch \'CHII' curriculum needs to C.lble In the
Classroom programs. Look in Clble III the CLzsSl'Ooll1
magazine for information about programs, projeCts.
and support materials. or \'isit CICs \\'eb site
\w\\'Y.ciconline.org! to do a kenyord search or link to

sites \\·ith do\\-nloadable lesson plans.
• Preyie\\' taped programs. \\'hich segments in\'ite inter

disciplinan' collaborative learning acti\'ities: \\'hich
encourage discussion about social issues or personal
com'iCtions: How can a program be used to enhance
learning tor students with special needs:

• \-'lode! aCtive \'iewing habits, Pre\'iewing acti\'ities
tocus students' .1[tention during a \'ideo; re\'iewing
helps them use ne\\' knowledge. Ha\'e student
groups brainstorm things they already kno\\'
about the topic. sketch a drama's outcome. write
editorial responses to news reports or design
action plans to address social issues.

• Use shon segments to illustrate a concept. rein
force self-awareness and promote discussion.
And keep the lights on - kids can see fine.
and \'ou can see your kids:

, '

• Control the remote COntrol. Pause frequent-
\\- and pose questions. "Can you predict
\\,hat will happen:" "Ho\\' did the charac- .WIIiN
ters' choices affect the outcome:" "\Vhat
\\'ould ,'ou do in a similar situation:"

• Bookmark \\'eb sites for student-directed
research. Man\' Cable in the Classroom
members' sites link to (or are) curricu
lum-rich "safe harbor" sites for students,

ATeacher's Guide: Working with Yaung Adolescents 7
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Principal funding for this Guide has been provided by Court TV, TCI, and Time Warner Cable.

I
n response to the National T e1eyision Violence Stud". Court n'. in association with Cable in the Classroom.
National Middle School Association (N~1SA;. and the nation's le.1din~ cable companies. created a multi-H'ar.
multi-faceted initi.1tiw called Choices ,lila Consequence,'. ""'hich helps \'oung people make health\' choices III their

e\'en'da\' liYes, Here are some of its components. as well as resources from :"J~1S,\ for middle leyel educators:

CABLE IN THE CLASSROOM CURRICULA
U sing the ChOICes ,lila COllSeqltellces theme. Court T\'
has produced a series of interactiw. curriculum-specific
programs that encourage students to become better deci
sion-makers, DeYeloped by former NMSA president
Ross ::V1. Burkhardt. each commercial-free program and
its corresponding curriculum is built around a real court
room trial coyering important themes such as pranks.
yiolence. gangs. drinking and driYing, discrimination. and
teen pregnancy. The programs and curricula are dissemi
nated to middle and high schools nationwide. For more
information. call Jennifer Randolph at (212) 937-7913. or
yisit the \Veb sites for Court n r (www.courtty.com) and
Cable in the Classroom (www.ciconline.org).

RESOURCE GUIDES
Resource guides for parents. educators, and students are
an integral part of Cbolces and Conseqltences. A Pm'ent's
Gltide: Tltning In to YoltngAdoiescents was the first in the
series and is a\'ailable online (W\\"\\'.COurttY.com), More
than 6SD,DOC copies haw been distributed through
C,ble III the Ckl5S1'OOm and Better Fif"'l.cmg magazines,
as well as b\' cable companies and NMSA.

ONLINE
In addition to the ChOices ,md Consequences
Fommlsee Media Resources, pg. 7) on Court n"s
\\'eb site (\V"\\"\\'.courtty.com). you'll find curricu
la for the Cboices and Conseqltences program
series. online yersions of the parent's guide and
this teacher's guide in multiple languages. links
to \Veb sites that offer in depth information
on specific topics. and more, Check the \\'eb
site for updates and additions to the Choices

'lIId Comequences initiatiYe.

YOUR TURN
YOUI' Tum is Court TV's Beacon Award
winning program that trayels the country
bringing together ~'oung people and

local leaders to discuss leg.ll social Issues ot importance
to their community. rOln Tum airs weekends at 2pm
IT on Court TV as part of an educational block that
includes \\"!J<lt's the Vel'diet? and jltstlce F'let01)', two
additional programs aimed at young people, If yOU
",,'ould like }'oltr Tum to come to \'our community. con
tact your local cable prO\"ider. Find out who \'our local
cable proyider is b\' going to the Cable m the CI,lSSmom
\\'eb site and clicking on "\\'ho's My Cable Company?"

Court TV Wishes to give speciol thonks to Johnson Inshtute for iT> support ond cooperation. ChOices 8. Consequences is 0 registered mark of Johnson Inshtute.



is a time of heightened curiosity characterized by a sense of
adventure. Both parent and child face difficult, challenging
decisions. Our intention is that this guide will be a resource
to you and your family so the joys of raising a young ado
lescent will outweigh the challenges. Together, let's make a
commitment to celebrate the importance ofyoung adoles
cents, to be aware of their needs,
and to show that we care.

Forupdated infonnation
and additional resources
throughout the year, visit

Court TV's Web site .-.- CARltIN JUt
(www.courttv.com) and II (; (;
click on "Choices & ClASSROOM
Consequences" or call~~ll ----f
1-800-Court-56.

For many, the ages of 10-15 are a forgotten time; how
e:'er, this period, known as ea~ly adolescence, ~s cr~ticaI.

Young adolescents are movmg toward makmg mde
pendent decisions about values, attitudes, and personal be
liefs. To increase awareness of this special age group, National
Middle School Association (NMSA) and 29 collaborating

organizations have initiated the Month
of the Young Adolescent. To support
this worthy goal, this Parent's Guide
was created as part of Choices & Con
sequences, an ongoing outreach initia
tive sponsored by Courtroom Televi
sion Network, Cable in the Classroom,
and local cable companies.

NMS A Parents, teachers, and family
!l"1. members know that early adolescence



messa~es. :\1.1n \ t'orm erh' ~ood-n.1tII rel1 chi 1
dren oecollw irritable. Cooperation (,1n turn w
po\yer pb\"s and strussles (Her simple tasb. In
other \\'ords. the\' sudden I:' think differenth.
look differently. act differently. and. welL cry a
lot. Ifyou are a p~1rent of a child in this age group.
"ou ma" recognize some of these beha\"iors.
Don't worn'. it's a norn1.11 p~lrr of ~ro,\"in~ up
and they will grow Ollt of it.

Even if "ou knmy it's coming. earlY adoJes-
• L ,

cence can be a frustrating and anxious time.
\Ve've selected four critical areas that often af

fect and cause stress among young adolescents and their
families-separation, exploration, communication, and
expectations-and have provided helpful ways of com
municating, guiding. and challenging children between
the ages of 10 and 15. Children can be successful during
these years of early adolescence. Remember, your pro
gram is only temporarily out of focus! We encourage
you to stay tuned until the regular schedule resumes.

Whot you con do
1. Young adolescents are particularly interested in their communities.

Encourage them to volunteer at their church or synagogue; help them organize
recreation nights; get them engaged in problem solving for their communities or

community service activities; young adolescents like to participate in real and mean
ingful work - just as long as it's not in their own houses or rooms.

2. Network with other parents from your school, church, or locol agency to advocate for
young adolescents and their families. This is an important time in ayoung person's life, and

providing resources and opportunities for young adolescents and their families is criticol.
3. Pay particular attention to your young adolescent's health and nutrition. Assist your young

person in getting all the information he or she needs concerning diet, exercise, sexually trons
mitted diseases, eating disorders, substance abuse, etc. Find out as much as you con about pre

vention, warning signs, exercise needs, and assuring a balanced eating plan.
4. Stay tuned! Early adolescence is awonderful time. The changes and the out-of-focus moments are

port of growing up, not on insidious plot to keep adults off balance. Instead of complaining or simply
reacting to how different he or she is, make time to get to know this delightful young adolescent who

before long will be a terrific adult.

YOU might be familiar with a show that begins with
an out-of-focus test pattern. Do not attempt to

adjust your set, a voice warns, your television is. .
controlled b:' forces beyond your ability to counter or
understand. You know what? This could be the open
ing for a show called Eady Adole5cence~

Early adolescence begins around age ten, just as a
child reaches a peak-a peak of responsibility, of knowl
edge gathering, of dependability, of family-centered
ness, of measured physical growth. The concerns and
needs of young adolescents (10- to 15-year-olds) are
quite distinct from children (9 and younger) and ado
lescents (16 and older) . You and :'our child are now
going to be controlled by forces beyond your imag
ining. The bad news is that this particular program
lasts for four or five :'ears (it ends around the
age of 15): the good news is that, although you
can't control this stage, you can participate in
it and enjoy it in spite of its quirkiness.

Change is a constant for young ado
lescents. Children differ from their pre
vious and future seh·es. They are often
overwhelmed intellectually, physically,
socially. and emotionally by devel
opmental changes. Suddenly, every
thing goes out of focus. One of
the earliest signs of change is for
getting-forgetting to do
homework or forgetting to

give you important phone

2 APorent's Guide: luning In to Young Adolescents



EPARATI- - - - - - - - - N-
Young adolescents are in a kind of limbo. The" are

~ .

no lon~er children. but the\" are not \'et adoles-
cents. The~' ieel pmYeriess: they depend on oth

en for eYernhin~-gettingthem pbces. pro\'iding
money. tellin~ them ho\\' the\" look and who the:' are.
The:' want to be independent. but they can fall into the
trap of what other people. especially their peers, might
think. The~" \\'ant to be separate. but they probably still
rek on their famih- for ultimate suPPOrt. The\" want to

be superstars. but the\" sometimes can't discipline them
seh'es enough to stud:" or practice. The:" \\"ant to be
grmm up. but the:" can't help acting their age,

Young adolescents want to be seen as mature and in
dependent. not as children accompanied b:' an adult,
Don't be disturbed if your young adolescen t walks two
steps behind :'ou or three steps ahead. doesn't want to
be seen with \"ou. or begs you to let them off "one block
ahead." It's often painful for parents to let go. but young
people at this age need to take these first tentative steps
toward independence.

AParent's Guide: Tuning In to Young Adolescents 3



this is the beginning of a slow movement from family
as the center of things to one's friends as the center of
things to eventualJy becoming other-centered as an
adult. Exploration (in the younS adolescent's eyes) is
also a wa:" of entering the adult world and moving be
yond childhood.

Sometimes these explorations have shan lives. A
young adolescent can be intensely
interested in something for a short
period of time, then lose interest in it
altogether for no discernible reason
(Tip: Buy used spons equipment, rent
the instrument). Sometimes these ex
plorations go too far: young adoles
cents may try smoking or drinking,
take "dares"(shoplifting, for exam
pie), or ride their bicycles or skate
boards in a dangerous place/way.

.-
I/~ i,
:.' P"Ioo&.· ,

~I

Young adolescents are explorers. They are curi
ous, want to try new activities, take risks, and do
things they've never done (or been alJo\\"ed to

do) before. Some will choose new friends: some will be
come consumed with an unusual topic or idea. Others
prefer exploring in smaller ways, like wearing a differ
ent hairstyle or changing the look of their room. AlJ of

. .- .,......
II ...
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One of the greatest frustrations for families of
young adolescents is a young person's inabil
ity and: orumvillingness to communicate an:'

thing beyond the fact that someone threw up at school.
The talkative, thoughtful. and optimistic child of ves
terday can become a silent, sullen, slouchy young ado
lescent. Conversations become one-sided affairs, with
the adult doing most, if not all of the talking. U nfortu
nately, this often degenerates into the parent barking
orders or criticisms-hardh' an ideal model for effec-

, ,

tIve conversatIOn.
The most common phrases uttered at these times by

the 10- to IS-year-old are "I don't know," "I forgot," and

)":.~ ,.,.
j / r-~ /i:~ ___

t:. i': t._,"_ ,it I <t . i:.:.,,J~;

"So?" \"./,1 J-
Since these are of- ~. I
ten accompanied b:' a .:. /
shrug of the shoulders or a rolling (
of the eyes, frustration peaks and com
munication shuts down altogether. Don't give up.

Young adolescents' minds are sometimes filled with
many new and confusing thoughts. The:' often dOIl't

know why the:' did or did not do something or how to
bring all of their thoughts and emotions into one easy an
swer that will satisf:' them or you. At other times, they
simply do not wish to talk or engage in a conversation on

an issueat that time. On the other hand,
if the young adolescent starts the con

versation, most likely he or she is just look
ing for someone to listen, not lecture.

Communication with young adolescents,
in spite of the difficulties involved, is well worth

pursuing. They can be funny, perceptive, self
reflective, and deeply concerned about social is

sues. Furthermore, they like to talk! It just has to
be on their own terms and in their own time. They

are also fearful of criticism or a critical tone (remem-
ber the importance of self-esteem), so be careful about

how vou sound.

AParent's Guide: Tuning In to Young Adolescents 5
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ec a Ions

Ead:- adolescence is a time ot tremendous growth.
Like a slinky. the young adolescent is capable of
bending and extending in many different directions

during this stage. Prm-iding suppOrt and guidance is im
portant so that no one gets bent out ot shape. Parents

6 AParent's Guide: Tuning In to Young Adolescenl5

and families. ,,-hile they otter opportunities tor growth
and exploration. must also ",-ork \yith the \-oung ad()
lescent to agree on certain expectations.

Often 1C- to lS-war-olds do not have the knack at
looking ahead. Yesterda:-'s misdeed is long torgotten
by the time today's punishment is served. Although
they crave to be adults. they don't imagine an adult self.
simply a taller :'oung adolescent. They cannot seem to
think through the consequences of their actions so they
go ahead and put the stink bomb on the bus.

School and schoolwork can bring on family bat
tles at this age. The highly-organized. school-focused
younger child can morph into a spacey young adoles
cent who finds school an annoying interruption to his
or her real life. Stay calm, plan ahead, and negotiate.



Smart Choices

t r 0 ve rs i,11 1S sue s sue h ~1 S

dru~ use. peer pressurt'.
and se:\.

• Cse tekvision to disL'uss
plot. characteriz.uion. and set
ting. Explore camera angles
and discuss how the use of
television prm'ides us \"ith op
portunities to tell stories.

• Discuss all of the possible
career opportunities that are

available through the medium
of television.

• Finally, discuss the television shows you watch with
your young adolescent, using the time together as a
learning opportunity. Television can become a tool
to help define personal values and beliefs.

5

To help kick off the Month of the Young Adolescent, Court TV aired a
special live town-hall meeting with young adolescents discussing the

issues and challenges that most aHect them on October 7, 1997. This
commercial-free program, Portroits in Change: Celebrating the Month of

the Young Adolescent, was collaboratively developed by Court TV, NMSA,
Cable in the Classroom, and Tele-Communicotions, Inc. (To obtain a videotape

of the program, (0111·800-888-4580.) The program is just one part of Court
TV's ongoing eHortta provide young adolescents with a televised forum for their

views and ideas. Every Saturday, programs such as What's the Verdict? (1 pm Ell,
Your Turn (2am ET), and Justice Factory (3pm ET), offer young people in this age

group on opportunity to discuss their opinions on important social and legal issues.
Coble in the Classroom is a public service initiative of the cable television industry.

Through Coble in the Classroom, locol coble operators and national coble programmers pro
vide schools with free basic coble service and more thon 540 hours of commercial-free edu

cational programming each month. Many of these programs ore used effectively in middle
schools across the country. For more information, coli 1-800-743-5355.

For additional information about these and other quality eduClltional and entertainment pro
grams designed with yaung adolescents in mind, as well as articles on child development and tele

vision issues, parents con subscribe to Befter Viewing magazine. To subscribe, coI/1-800-216-2225.

TVTi
Parents have always been faced

with the choices of what is ap
propriate viewing material for

their young adolescent. As parents,
we know that it is our responsibility to
help guide young adolescents into wise
television choices. This tip sheet pro
vides strategies on how to make tele
vision viewing alearning experience.

• Television is a powerful tool
that can encourage meaning
ful and insightful dialogues
between parents and young adolescents. The most
important tip for parents is that television viewing
can be a family event that can provide opportunities
for enrichment, discussion, and family debate.

• News broadcasts can encourage conversations about
world issues, social injustices, discrimination, and
health issues. They can also demonstrate the impor
tance of personal convictions.

• Shows on travel and exploration can make the world
seem like a smaller place.

• Television viewing can be a structured activity that
involves decision making. Sit down with your
family and discuss possible choices for televi-
. . .

slOn Vlev-·mg.

• Make compromises with your young adoles
cent when selecting television shows. This is

. .
a great opportunity to encourage negotiat-
ing skills.

• Encourage your young adolescent to

watch various types of television pro
grams-nature, travel, cartoons,
historical reenactments, medical dis
coveries, and cooking.

• Tap into your young adolescent's
interests and then provide some
.. "

vlewmg suggestions to mcrease
their awareness of themselves
in the world.

• Use television to discuss con-

AParent's Guide: Tuning In to Young Adolescents 7



National 4-H Council
301-961-2800

National Helpers
Network, Inc.
212·679-2482

Special Committee on
Youth Education for
Citizenship of the
American Bar
Association
312·988-5735

Community

Big Brothers Big Sisters
of America
215-567-7000

Boys &. Girls Clubs
of America
404-815-5765

Bays Town USA
402-498-1111

International Youth
Foundation
410-347-1500

Notional Council
of La Raza
202-785-1670

Supporters

Prentice Hall, aSimon &. Schuster Company

Tele-Communications, Inc.

The Variable AnnUity Life Insurance Company
(VAllO

National Association of Secondary
School Principals
800·253-77 46

Notional Association for Sport and
Physical Education
703-476-3410

The Notional Beta Club
800-845-8281

Notional Coalition for Parent Involvement in
Education
202-872-8405, ext. 53

Notional Dropout Prevention Center
864-656-2599

Notional School Public Relations Association
301-519-0496

U.S. Deportment of Education
800-USA-LEARN

Young Adult Library Services Association,
adivision of the American Library Association
800-545-2433

American Association of School Administrators
703·528-0700

American Counseling Association
800-347-6647

Co ble in the Classroom
1-800-743-5355

The College Board
212-713-8000

Community of Caring, Inc.
202-393-1251

Notional Alliance of Block School Educators
202-483-1549

Notional Association of Elementary
School Principals
800-386-2733

Notional Association of School Psychologists
301·657-0270

Month of the Young Adolescent Collaborating Organizations
Education

American Association for Health Education
800·213·7193

Choices &Consequences Collaborating Organizations
Cablevision Systems Corporation Marcus Coble

Courtroom Television Network MediaOne

Notional Middle School Association

Tele-Communications, Inc.

Time Worner Cable

GEICO

Resources for Parents and Teachers
Available from Notional Middle School Association, call1-800-528-NMSA
(Prices include shipping &. handling within the U.S. only.)

H.E.L.P.-How to Enioy Living with 0 Preodolescent-
Get Ready for the Changes
By Judith Baenen 52.00 per copv/5 18.00 for 50
(Spanish and English Versions)

More H.E.L.P.-How to Enjoy Living with aPreadolescent
By Judith Baenen 52.00 per copy/5 18.00 for 50

Living with aWork in Progress: AParent's Guide to Surviving Adolescence
By Carol Goldberg Freemon S/2. 00

Grounded for Life? ! Stop Blowing Your Fuse and Start
Communicating with Your Teenager
By Louise Felton Tracy 517.00

The New American Family and the School
By J. Howard Johnston 59.00

The Family Cannection-A quarterly newsletter for parents
Notional Middle School Association-Edward Brazee &.
Connie Corter, Editors 520.00/onnuo!subsciption

Involving Families in Middle Level Education
By John Myers and Luetta Monson SIo. 00

Court TV wishes to give special thanks to Johnson Institute for its support and cooperation. Choices &Consequences IS aregistered mork of Johnson Institute.
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Hosted by Carol
Randolph
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feens Speaking Ouf

'nstead of Being

Spoken About

Traveled to more
than 45 markets

Part of Court TV's
Choices and

Consequences
initiative

Ai rs weekend
afternoons

on Court TV:

2pm ET
lpm CST

Noon MST
11 am Pi

Your Turn Online:

w"",w.courf1v.com /
choices/yourturn/

~
our Turn is Court N's Beacon Award-winning public service/community

affairs program that travels throughout the country working jointly with

local cable affiliates to provide teens a platform for constructive

positive dialogue. Hosted by Court TV anchor Carol Randolph, the program

brings teens together with high-profile community leaders to discuss a

legal/social issue of particular significance and current event value to their

specific community and to the national television audience.

A local taping of Your Turn offers a tremendous opportunity for a cable

operator to underscore its commitment to the local community it serves-an

issue that is particularly important to cable companies in today's highly

competitive marketplace.

Your Turn has traveled to more than 45 markets, focusing on a variety of

important topics ranging from gun control (Time Warner/Bakersfield, CAl to

teen stress (Time Warner/Orlando, FL) to the future of the family (TCI/Tacoma,

WAI to sexual harassment (Time Warner/Canton, OHI. Your Turn airs

weekend afternoons on Court TV.

Your Turn is part of the network's Choices and Consequences initiative that

spotlights the issues facing young adolescents as they make critical decisions

during their transition into adulthood.

HI think this tape [Your Turn, Hartford] ought to be required viewing for our legislators, for

our local oHicials, for parents..•Parents ultimately have the biggest sa)', and they should, in

the education of their children." (Connecticut Attorney General Richard Siumenthal)



PARKERSBURG, WV
"We are thrilled that
Court TV has joined

us in helping our
community focus on

this particular
family issue. Court TV

ignites not only the
community leaders,
but also the youth
of the community.
And as a bonus,
Court TV shores
the community's

process of resolving
the issue with the rest

of the notion by
turning our local
'Your Turn' into a

notional TV show,"
said Sharon Lewgood,

Marketing and
Service Manager, TCI.

Your Turn Wins Community Relations Beacon Award
In October 1996, Court TV's Your Turn program traveled to the Fort Peck Reservation

in Wolf Point, Montana, which had the country's highest per capite

murder rate. Court TV and TCI Communications brought together

prominent tribal and federal government officials, as well as

residents and high-school students to discuss the problem and

search for solutions. The Your Turn event successfully heightened

awareness of the situation nationally, as U.S. Attorney General

Janet Reno promised a part-time prosecutor to directly oversee the

Indian reservation. The murder rate has since declined

dramatically For this episode, Court TV was the winner of the

CTPAA 1997 Community Relations Award Single/Special Event.

Your Turn Wins Gilbert Community Service Award
In February 1998, Your Turn won the Gilbert Community Service Award for

outstanding public service conducted by CTANNY (Cable Television and

Telecommunications Association of New York). The winning program, "The Death

Penalty: Punishment or Murder?," produced in association with TCI of Buffalo, brought

together one hundred Buffalo teens from local youth organizations and a group of

esteemed panelists, including New York Attorney General Dennis Vacco, for a highly

charged and emotional discussion of the death penalty.

'7here's an aiel saying that mom, baseball anel apple pie are truly American. Add on

Wolf Point filming a segment of Your Turn. You have given an entili

IIDea,jng With Harrassment"
Canton,OH

(below) Local community leaders and notional
leaders often playa major role on the program.

"Censorship of the
'nternet"

Greenville, SC

(I to r) George Crisci, Former In-House Council of

Cleveland Soard of Education; Sharon Regas,

Employment Defense Attorney, Cleveland, Ohio

and Norma Cantu, Assistant Secretary for Civil

Rights, u.S. Department of Education.

(below) Your Turn provides a forum for

teens to express their ideas and opinions.



PART OF WHAT MAKES YOUR TURN SO SUCCESSFUL IS ADULTS GET THE OPPORTUNITY TO HEAR

THOUGHTS AND CONCERNS FROM YOUNG PEOPLE THAT THEY ORDINARILY NEVER GET TO HEAR.

Former President

Gerald Ford,

East Lansing, MI

Johnnie Cochran,

AHorney/Court TV Anchor,

New York City, NY
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New York Stote

AHorney Generol

Dennis Vocco,

Buffalo, NY

Mayor of EI Paso

Carlos Ramirez,

EI Paso, TX

~"~eii.E:sreem h

"What is right and wrong with the
criminal justice system?"
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re to the list: Court~ That pretty much sums up the impact of your presence last week in
munity a breath of new life..." (Editor Greg Little, The Herald News)

ONLINE

YCUIII
- Til lIN

EL PASO, TX
"'The taping of the
Court TV Your Turn
event was a home
run for us,'" said

John Neal, Southwest
Division President
of Paragon Cable.

"'Subscriber numbers
for Road Runner

were up J0 percent
the week of the

coverage."

RICHMOND, VA
"If other people are
having problems,"

Lincoln junior
Liz Green said,

"they can watch the
show and know

they're not alone."

Your Turn Online Keeps Them Talking

Before, during and after an event, Your Turn utilizes the internet to maximize reach

and community participation. Live streaming video during the event adds to the studio

audience through links with schools and organizations. An innovative Your Turn

bulletin board on Court TV's Web site, called Your

Turn Online, gives teens across the country the

opportunity to exchange ideas and viewpoints on a

variety of topics covered in Your Turn programs.

Teens can go to the address below, and look for

varied show topics. Then, once they're inside, they

can click on the "Talk about it" button to enter the

discussion area and read comments from other teens

and post their own comments in the bulletin boards

we have set up for each show. All bulletin boards are moderated and monitored by

professional hosts to make sure things are kept safe, clean and on topic.

www.courttv.com/choices/yourturn/



City Affiliate Topic

•• St. Paul, MN MediaOne Teen Smoking New Laws Regulating Tobacco Salesa Baltimore, MD Tel Legalization of Drugs for Medical Purposes

Omaha, NE US West Violence and the Media

'" Boston, MA Time Warner Mandatory CommuniTy Service: What if it's part of a school curricuium2
~ San Diego, CA Cox Teen Curfews

I: Philadelphia, PA Wade Cablevision Weapons in School

tt Syracuse, NY Time Warner Teen Pregnancy: Who should be responsible for sexual promiscuity2

~ Wolf Point, MT TCI Tribal COUrTS

a Detroit, MI Comcast Juveniie jusTice

Baton Rouge, LA Tel Music Censorsnl;::

G» Clearwater, FL Time Warner Scnool Uniforms/Dress Codes

::. Ft. Lauderdale, FL Comcast Teen Domestic Violence

a Van Nuys, CA Tel Proposition 187: Immigration Reform

Z Hampton Roads, VA Cox Parole Reform "Truth in Sentencing"

Baton Rouge, LA TCI Juvenile Justice

~ Manatee City, FL Time Warner Crime & Punishment Does the punishment fit the crime2

G» Pasadena, CA Charter Rodney King Verdict

::. Tallahassee, FL FL Cable Co-op Domestic Violence: The Governor's Task Force

a Binghamton, NY Time Warner Searches and Seizures: Privacy in School

l:. New York, NY Time Warner What is right and wrong with the criminal justice system?

Charlotte, NC Time Warner School Busing: "Resegregation in the New South"..
Washington, DC TCI Whodunit2 On Trial with Cochran and Grace:a

0 Boston, MA Media One Waiting to Inhale: An Examination of Teen Substance Abuse

Santo Barbara, CA Cox Gang Violence

Montgomery, AL Tel Prayer in Public Places

Buffalo, NY Tel Death Penalty: Punishment or Murder?

Hartford, a Cox Sheff v. O'Neill: Equal Educational Opportunities in Inner Cities

Miami, FL Tel Environmental Protection

Minneapolis, MN Time Warner Teen Hate Crimes: Moving From Conflict to Understanding

Greenville, SC Intermedia Censorship of the Internet

EI Paso, TX Time Warner Teen Life in a Border Town

Dallas, TX Tel Superstar Role Models: Do We Expect Too Much?

Tacoma, WA TCI The Future of the Family

Richmond, VA MediaOne Gender in the 90s: Breaking the Glass Ceiling

Orlando, FL Time Warner Finding the Prescription For Teen Stress

Milwaukee, WI Time Warner Making the Grade - The Future of Education in Milwaukee

East Lansing, MI TCI Self Esteem

Carson, CA MediaOne Media Perception of Urban Youth

Sacramento, CA Comcast English or Else? Language and Diversity in California Public Schools

Bokers~eld, CA. Time Warner Gun Control: Targeting a LiFe and Death Issue

Minneapolis, MN Paragon and Tel Minnesota Hate Crime Summit

Parkersburg, \NY TCI Divorce, Domestic Violence & Teens

Indianapolis, IN Time Warner Teen CEO's: Taking Care of Business

Canton,OH Time Warner Flirting or Hurting: Dealing With Harassment

Portland, ME Time Warner Adult Perceptions of Teens

Columbus, OH Time Warner Teen Depression



PUb IC ervlce TelevIsion At Its Best

Overview
Coun lYs programmmg. supponed b\· the networks educational and public aff:ms aCtlnlles. provides
cable operators \\1th an lmpOnant opponunlty to bnng a unlCjue kind of telenslOn to subscnbers 
lmponant. newswonhy, educational. and entertaining

Each day Court T\' brings \'lC\wrs headline-making mals. gIving Amencans a window Into the n:11IOn'5
couns and tnt: JustIce S\'stem

\\'hlle the net\\'orks dalh pro.,::rammIn,C can be considered publIC sernce teb'lSlon at ItS best. specllk
Coun n' progranF -locallmp:lCt camp:llgns. educallonal programs. and the activilles 01 thL' net\\'ork's
lobbymg orgamzallon. Cltlzens for Coun n' -bnng home the pomt

Your Turn At Work In The Community

I:, selectee! CHIes across tne countI'\, Coun n' continues to work hand-In-hand with local cable systems to
,.:s'c':":::c Jr,d prOdtlCe epIsodes lour Tum, Court n''s Beacon Award-wmning public ser\'icel
,Oll1mUnlt \ .lifalrs program tnat pro\'ldes a plat form lor constructive positlw dIalogue, )ollr Till'n is a
component of the networkS ClW1Cl'S and C0I1Sl'Ql101Cl'S mltlative,

lour Tim1 brings teens together with high-profile communlty leaders to discuss a legal/social issue of
parllcular slgmflcance and current ewnt value to their specific community and to the national television
audlence Your Till'll has trawled to over 40 markets focusing on a variety of important topics such as:
gang \·iolence. teen curfC\\·s. weapons in school. prayer in public places and teen substance abuse,

Before, dunng and after a Your Tum event. Road RlInner, an online service provider, utilizes the internet
to maXImize reach and communlly partiCIpation, Live stream109 \'ideo dunng the event adds to the
studiO audIence through lmks wllh schools and organizations An mnovative Your Tum bulletin board on
Coun n"s \\'eb Slle. called YOllr TlIrn Online, provides an invaluable sounding board that keeps young
people talkmg about the issues long after the event is over.

lour Timl ans weekend afternoons

The Award-Winning Your Turn

In October 1996. Court nT's lour Tum program traveled to the Fort Peck Reservation in Wolf Point,
\lontana, \\'hich had the country's highest per capita murder rate, Court n' and TCI Communications
orought together promInent [noal and federal gO\'Crnment officlals, as well as residents and high-school
students to dISCUSS the problem and search tor solutions The YOllr Tum event successfully heightened
,l\\'areness 01 the SlluatlOn nallonally. as l'S attorney General Janet Reno promised a part-time prosecutor
to dIrectly owrsee the Indian resen'allon The murder rate has since declined dramatically. For this
episode. Court n' won the CTPAA (Cable TeleviSIOn Public Affairs Association) 1997 Community
Relations Award Single/Special Event.

In February 1998. Your Till'll \\'on the Gilbert Community Service Award for oUlstanding public service
from CTA.NNY (Cable TeleVision and Telecommunications Association of New York). The program, "The
Death Penalty: Punishment or Murder(," produced in association with TCI of Buffalo, brought together one
hundred Buffalo teens from local youth organizations and a group of esteemed panelists, including New
York Attorney General Dennis Vacco, for a hIghly charged and emotional discussion of the death penalty.

WWW.courttv.com
(\',Tf



Choices and Consequences

Choices and Consequences. our Cable in the Classroom program. spotltghts issues faCIng
10- to 15-year-olds during the transiuon period from childhood to adolescence ThIS
weekly. commercIal-free program IS taped by teachers and used in the classroom The
sho\\'s educate \'oung peop1c abou: the conseouences of m~1klng chOices that lead tl'
\·loJcnc,,:. pranks. drugs. earh pregnancy. ek anci encourage lhem to nuKe health\
deCISIons \\·hen conll'onted \\·lth such chOices In real-life sltuatlons

The Si10\\"S are an Inlergrai pan l'l ~m InltlaU\'e thal Court TY :\\b.-\. Cabk lr1 thL
Classroom and malor cable companIes have deSIgned as a response to the Nauonal
Tele\'lslOn Violence Study. which stressed the negati\'e results of portraYIng \'lolence
wllhom consequences on televiSIOn. Choiccs and Conscqucnccs, underscores the

consequences of nolence and Includes Informatlon and resources that heip young people
make the all-important connecuon between the chOIces they make and the consequences
that follow.

Each show has a correspondIng curriculum that was developed by Ross M. Burkhardt,
former 1\\15.-\ President and recent Inductee into the National Teachers Hall of Fame

Resource guides In different \'ersions for parents, educators. students. and communitys
are also a\'allable ln the SPlnt of the o\'erall Initiative. the gUides are deSigned to foster a
deeper understanding and appreciation of young adolescents and proVide the reader with
resources that can address a pilrucular topIC m grealer detail

Court TVs \\'eb slte. Court TV' OnImc' offers onlIne versIOns of the curricula and the
resource guides. and lmks to a \'ariety of related \Veb sites, including the U.S.
Department of Educauon, N1\1SA, Cable in the Classroom, and Family Education
Network Plus. an interactl\'e conversation center on the site (Your Turn Onlinc) gives

kids natlOm\1de the opportunity to exchange ideas and viewpOints on a variety of topics,
espeCIally those cm'ered in the networks lour Turn programs. Check Court TV Online for

updates and additions to Choices and Consequences at \V\VW.courttv.com or call Court
TV's \'iewer Information Line at 1-800-COURT-56.

To request tapes, cumcula, and resource guides
call our Choices and Consequences line at 1-212-973-7913.

Citizens for Court TV

1\ot surprISingly, Court TV viewers are educated, concerned about their government, and
socially acti\'('. In 1993, in response to numerous viewer calls and letters, a grassroots
organization. Citizens for Court TV was created to help lift unnecessary restrictions on
cameras in courtrooms. ;"lembers of the group, numbering in the tens of thousands,

recel\'e the Court T\' ne\\"slelleL". Information on \'arious camera access laws, and notices

on upcommg programs and events. Periodically. our most acllve Citizens help our
lobbymg efforts around the country by wriung to and vislting Wlth their legislators,
judges, and community leaders
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1V show has teens
tackling harassment
• Cable program to talk
with Canton-area students
BY JANET FRANKSTON
1Ifflr;", ,J",,,,onl .IqJf "'""'"

CANTON: Sexual harassment Is
often associated with Issues In the
workplace. But the same Issues
arise In high school, local students
say.

They say It's an Issue that they
often face, but the problem, for the
most part, Is that It's often difficult
to Identi!r. what's sexual harass
ment until It's too late.

"A lot of girls know what sexual
harassment Is," said Morgan Chil
ders, 16, a junior at GlenOak High
School In Plain Township, "(But)
they don't know If they're being
harassed and If they're noL For
guys, they don't know when they
are harassing girls and when to
draw the tine."

A group of 150 Canton-area
teens will discuss sexual harass
ment In schools and how It affects
them at noon today at the Players
Guild In the Cultural Center for
the Arts.

TODAY'S TAPING

The Court TV show Your
Thm will tspe a segment
calIed Flirting or HuTting?
Dealing With Hamssment at
noon today. The tsplng,
involving focal teen-agers
discussing sexual harassment,
will be at the Players Guild In
the Cultural Center for the
Arts In downtown Canton,
1001 Market Ave. N.

The event Is free and open
to the public. Audience
members should arrive by
1l:~0 am.

The program. called Flirting or
Hurting? Dealing With Harass
ment, will be televised for a na
tional cable audience.

The topic came up during a fo
cus group sponsored by Court TV,
a legal affairs cable ststion, and
Time Warner Cable, a local cable
provider.

Producers from Court TV came
to Canton twice earlier this sum
mer to talk with local teen-agers
about their concerns, looking for a
topic for a televised forum for Its
show Your Thm.

The topic teen-agers kept com
Ing back to was sexual harass
ment, said Matthew Apfel, the
show's producer.

"What might be considered
flirting by an older person might
not be considered flirting by the
younger generation," said Apfel,
33.

So what's the difference be
tween harassment and teens just
being teens? That will be dis
cussed, and much more.

"It was probaply considered
sexual harassment back then, but
we just didn't calI it that," said
host Carol Randolph, who also is a
lawyer.

The forum participants, com
prising teens, national experts, lo
cal family court judges and com
munity leaders, will discuss
harassment and the laws that ad
dress it, and talk about some
guldetines for recognizing it.

She said she defines sexual
harassment as "anything that
makes someone feel uncomfort
able In a sexual way." It could be
an unsolicited comment, whistUng
In a derogatory way or physical
touching.

"It's basically everywhere," she
said, adding she sees daily in
stances between teen-agers more
than between stUdents and teach
ers.

"There are a lot of issues and
not many people have talked
about them," added Leah Loukas,
16, a junior at McKinley High
School and also a participant. "It
might be good for people to say
how they feel about iL"

Norma Cantu, assistant secre
tary for civil rights In the U.S. De
partment of Education and a pan
elist, said there Is no national
study that tracks Instances of sex·
uaI harassment among teens.

"But there's a couple of
sources that lead me to the con
cern that It is still much too fre
quent and occuning In America's
schools," she said.

Acbirding to the Department of
Education, 125 civil rights com
plaints were filed against elemen·
tary and secondary schools in
1997, and 84 were filed against
post-secondary schools. In 1996,78
and 81 were filed respectively.

Your Tum will air at 2 p.m. on
Sept. 19 and 20. For Time Warner
customers In the Akron and Can
ton areas, it will be broadcast on
Channel 58.

The local teen participants are
from the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts,
the Canton Urban League, Pyra
mid Career Services, Northeast
Community Center, Canton Youth
quake, North Canton Recreation,
Stark County Park Disbic~ Youth
Leadership Collaboration 2000,
Canton Park System, Downtown
Canton YMCA, Stark Metropolitan
Housing Authority and the Canton
Office of Youth Development.

Adult participants Include Can
tu; George Crisci, former In-house
council for the Cleveland Board of
Education; Sharon Regas, an em
ployment defense attorney in
Cleveland; Alliance Mayor Judy

Carr; Louisville Mayor Tom Zwick;
Daryl Revoldt, North Canton coun
cil president and district staff di
rector for Rep. Ralph Regula, R·
Navarre; Ron Ponder, owner of
PonderSystems Media PR; and
Stark County Family Court Judges
John Hoffman, Julie Edwards and
David Stucki.
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Court TV to visit Parkersburg
for new show

By PAMELA BRUST
Se'-'f,,-,,;;:. Re:=2~:e"

Court TV lS commg to

Parkersburg.
Officials with the show \isited

Parkersburg Frida;. to determine
a date. topics and locale in this
area to film their town-hall
style teen talk show called "Your
Tum."

The sho"," will be filmed here in
June and will include 120-150
middle school. junior high and
high school students discussing
topics of concern.

The show is expected to air in
July.

The program is set in a panel!
teen audience participation style
format.

Court TV is a 2.+-hour network
that focuses on live trial coverage.

The teen forum is part of three
Court TV shows that comprise
Teen Court TV

The three-hour programming
block airs on Saturday and Sunday
mornings.

Friday's meeting was coordinat
ed by TCI Cable Co.

La"," enforcement officers. pros
ecutors. ju\enile court judges.
social service agency representa
tives. school officials. and mayors
from Ohio and Wood County
attended the meeting.

They were joined by legislators
and state Supreme Court Justice
Margaret Workman. who offered
suggestions and ideas for the
program.

Court TV representati\'e, were
scheduled to meet later with area
youths to gather feedback and
suggestions.

Producers of the sho"," will
return to the area to develop focus
groups.

Show topics suggested Frida;.
by local officials included juvenile
crime. family and peer violence.
conflict resolution. child abuse
and neglect. gangs and substance
abuse problems.

Bill Jones. a retired West
Virginia Uni\'ersity-Parkersburg
professor and former probation/
parole officer. urged the Court TV
representatives to include teens
from all social/economic/ethnic
background.,. Youths who have
been im'olved in the juvenile court
system also should participate in
the program.

Wood County Circuit Court
Judge Jeffrey Reed said juvenile
crime is increasing locally. The
courts are seeing more violent
behavior. said Reed.

Local psychologist Fred Krieg
said he'd like the program to share
positive solutions and programs
from this area.

Court TV's teen forum pro
grams have addressed community
service. weapons in schools. teen
curfews. school dress codes. crime
rates. teen smoking. violence and
the media. teen pregnancy. juve
nile justice. teen domestic vio
lence. parole reform. search and
seizures in school. gang violence.

teen hate crime.,. censorship of the
Internet. the future of the famil;..
gender equality. teen stress. edu
cation. self-esteem. the death
penalty. public prayer. and busing.

"We act as a vehicle for
communication and
change in communities
that need it."

Scoot MacPherson
Vice president. Court TV

"We act as a vehicle for com
munication and change in com
munities that need it:' said Scoot
MacPherson. vice president of
Affiliate and Consumer Promotion
for Court TV

The shows have caught the
attention of policy-makers and
officials in positions to make
changes. They encourage contin
ued discussion among teens in
their community and outside
through websites on the computer.

The teen forum show is hosted by
Carol Randolph. a 17-year veteran
of legal and broadcast journalism.

"Many young people say nobody
ever asks them what they think.
We 're providing them with a forum
and I find it very positive to see
young people working to make
change:' Randolph said.

Because of the success of the
program. Court TV expanded from
12 shows in 1996 to 14-18 in 1997.

Reprinted with permission of The Parkersburg Sentinel.
Reprinted by Reprint Management Services. (717) 560-2001 http://www.rmsreprints.com-sales@rmsreprints.com



Reprinted from the Charleston Gazette
FRIDAY. JCNE 12. 1998

Wood teens talk to Court TV
High school students speak out about domestic violence, divorce

High school senior Sarah Laucle (on the monitor) tells Court TV host Carol Randolph that she was not allowed to date
until she was 16. Perhaps young people date too early and get involved In relationships that lead to abuse and divorce,
Laucle suggested during a taping of ~Your Tum" in Parkersburg.

~Your Turn" host Carol Randolph (right) listens to student Charlise Robinson
(center) describe her abusive eX-boyfriend.

State Supreme Court Justice
Margaret Workman. another panelist.
said young people need more
instruction.

"So often. people think that being
oYerpossessive. that wanting to know
who you're with. people think it's
because they care." Workman said.
Instead. it can be an early sign of abu
sive behavior that will grow worse over
time.

Court TV visited Parkersburg at the
invitation of TCI. the area's cable com
pany. Randolph said.

TCI District Sales and Service
Manager Sharon Lewgood said the com
pany wanted to do something for young
people in the area. Company officials
knew the award-winning program. and
were looking for a project to follow last
year's effort that brought a traveling dis
play of the Vietnam Memorial to Wood
County.

The program is scheduled to air at
2 p.m. on July 25 and 26.

To contact staff writer Dawn Miller,
call 348-5117.

Gazette photos by LAWRENCE PIERCE

No problem. Randolph said. not
knowing what the girl was going to say.

"You never kno\',:' Randolph said.

Robinson was hesitant. and wanted to
tell the story. but onl, with her friend
standing next to her.

By Dawn Miller

PARKERSBLRG - Wood C('unt,
high school student Charli,e Robinson
told Court TV on Thursday thar her ex
bovfriend had shoYed her. pulled her hair
and isolated her from her friend' and
family. But he alway, promi,ed to
do better.

"I didn't kncm I was being abused:'
Robinson said during a 9(l-minute taping
of "Your Tum:' Court TV's weekend
progran1 for teen~.

Robinson stood with her fflend
Heather Da, among 100 junior high and
high school students from Wood County.
They posed questions of panelisb and
offered solutions to problems of domes
tic \ iolence and di \·orce.

Robinson and the old boyfriend broke
off their rclation~hlr ~l)Jlle tin1e ago.
she saId.

"Please tell me you ended it:' urged
"Your Tum" host Carol Randolph.

In the end. Robinson said. she didn't
listen to her good friend Heather. who
was concerned that she was heing denied
the compamonship of her friend,. :\or
did Robinson pa, much attention to any
one else. The boy mO\'ed away. and
hecause of \'arious factors. they split up.

"Her story is exactly like an adult
slOry:' offered Judi Ball. director of
Family Crisi.s Intervention and panelist
on the show.

"She was really lucky. She had a
friend to cry to. But e\'en the friend dld
n't make a difference:' Ball said.

Robinson nodded as Ball ticked off
typical behaviors of teen-agers and
adulb-male and female-who are
abused by spouses and lo\ers.

She probably really lo'ed him. and
beJiewd him when he said he \muldn't
hurt her again. Ball said.

"I thought it \\as my fault because I
made him mad:' Robinson said.

Program producers visited Parkersburg
and met with students seyeral times in
ad\ance of Thursday's taping. They dis
cussed topics and scouted out some good
anecdotes. but the questions and com
ments from the audience came out at as
the students uttered them. Randolph said.

"I had no idea that was going to come
out of her mouth:' Randolph said after
the filming.

She had noticed Robinson caught her
eye a few times.

"Are you going to say something or
not~" Randolph asked her during the
breaks.

Reprinted with permission of the Charleston Gazette.
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jI DISCUSSION LEADER, Carol Randolph, host of "Your Turn" for
Teen Court TV, poses a question on sexual harassment to 150 local

Repository I Michael Balash

teens. Produced by Warner Cable and Court TV, the show will air
nationally next month.

Teens tackle sex harassment
Students discuss volatile topic for taping of Teen Court TV show
By JENNIFER MASTROIANNI
Repository staff writer

CANTON - Hoover High School class
mates Steve Ridgway and Emily Gurney
work at area restaurants.

Steve is one of only two males working
with 24 females at a North Canton family
restaurant.

"We get grabbed and slaps on the butt. I
get more back rubs." said Steve. 17. "We
don't mind, though."

Emily Gurney gets her share of attention
at a Jackson Township eatery and bal:

"I've had drunk men say, ·Oh. hey. nice
chest.''' said Emily. 17.

The two were among 150 local teens at
the Players Guild on Thursday afternoon
discussing "Flirting 01' Hurting? Dealing
with Harassment," a town hall meeting
taped for national broadcast.

Court TV and Time Warner Cable pro
duced the show for the Teen Court TV
weekend program "Your Turn." The show
will air locally at 2 p.m. on Sept. 19 and 20
on Channel 58.

Sexual harassment is a complicated
issue. said program host Carol Randolph. a
broadcast journalist and attorney. One that
often divides the genders.

"Women say men just don't get it." Ms.

"IF AGIRL ,wew's a shore ski/'t
to school and a lo·w-cue shirt.
guys w"en't supposed to lool~?

Tlzac's ridiculous. That's ho·l.J:.' it
is "u:ith the opposite se.\:. ..

Antonio Hall
McKinley High School student

Randolph said. "i\oJen say women send
mixed messages. And it's even more con
fusing for teen-agel's."

The program, presented in talk-show for
mat. featured a panel of four teens and five
adults. Teen audience members were from
14 area groups, including Youth Leader
ship Collaboration 2000, Canton Urban
League. North Canton Recreation and the
Northeast Community Center.

Panelist Teva Ferestad talked openly
about her experience with sexual harass
ment at Hoover High School.

"I was being teased about wearing
shorts," said Teva, who will be a junior this
fall. "Some guys were saying I smelled. and
that kind of stuff."

Teva said the sexually explicit insults
continued for a year and a half. This

spring, she and her parents went to the
school administration. One boy was sus
pended for four days.

''After that. I only heard it about two
times a day instead of 20," Teva said.

Jean Ferestad said the harassment had a
huge impact on her daughter.

"It changed her," she said. "No question
about it."

Students agreed that derogatory re
marks constitute harassment. but others
were concerned about the fine line be
tween flirting and harassing.

"If a girl wears a short skirt to school and
a low-cut shirt. guys aren't supposed to
look.?" asked teen panelist Antonio Halt,
J6. of McKinley High School. "That's
ridiculous. That's how it is with the oppo
site sex."

Evan Gurney, a 15-year-old Hoover stu
dent. feels the topic is blown out of pro
portion.

"The issue is being exploited." he said.
Panelist John Paul Peterson. a senior

fl'om McKinley. said national tension over
the issue forces some people to overreact.

"Like that 6-year-old kissing a girl in
class," John Paul said. Others are lawsuit
happy.

• TEENS B-3



• FLIRTING OR HURTING? "Your Turn" host
Carol Randolph talks to panelists about sexual
harassment in the schools at the taping of the Teen
Court "TV show Thursday at the Players Guild the-
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ater. Panelists (left to right) are Teva Ferestad from
Hoover High School;' John Paul Peterson, Leah
"Loukas and Antonio Hall, all from McKinley High
School.

Teens
• CONTINUED FROM B-1

"They're out to make money,"
he said.

Panelist Leah Loukas, 16, from
McKinley, said she's been teased
since grade school.

"They comment that I have a
big butt," she said. The remarks
don't bother her if they are from
friends, but are inappropriate
from other people, she said.

Adult panelists tried to ex
plain the complex issue, espe
cially where students are 'con-
cerned. .

"In 1997, our office issued a
policy that sexual harassment is
illegal words and conduct of a
sexual nature so severe that they
interfere with education," said
panelist Norma Cantu, Assistant
Secretary for Civil Rights, U.S.
Department of Education. "It's
OK for teachers to hug a child.
It's OK to clap an athlete on the
shoulder. That's not sexual har
assment. It doesn't keep the stu
dent from wanting to learn."

Panelist George Crisci said
reports of sexual harassment in
schools must be investigated.

"When the administration
finds out, they have a legal oblig-

ation to stop the problem or they
can get sued," said Crisci, for
mer in-house council member of
the Cleveland Board of Educa
tion.

McKinley High School teacher
Mark Kittoe shook his head
when Cantu, describing a time
she taught 2,000 freshmen in one
building, sai<L "There were so
many hormones, I'm surprised
the roof didn't come crashing
down."

"That's the truth," Kittoe said.
"There's going to be inappropri
ate remarks. Dealing with it
though, that's the thing that has
to be done."
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COURTING NATIONAL·ATTENTION
Middle school takes center stage in broadcast for Court TV

By Tom Munds
Herald Staff Writer

Viewers across the nation looked
in on Flood Middle School Tuesday
as Court TV taped a segment from
the Flood stage as part of a one
hour live broadcast about middle

~ school students.
About 500 middle-schoolers

crowded into the auditorium to be
the audience for the live segments
from Flood.

Jennifer Gailus, one of the stu
dents picked to be interviewed, sat
on the edge of the stage waiting for
the broadcast to start.

"This is pretty important for us,
because it will bring more interest
in our school and the things we are
doing here," she said. "It also lets a
lot ofpeople know we are"a Nation
al Blue Ribbon School. That's
something we are proud of - that
we worked hard for."

Flood Principal Steve Cohen
agreed it was an honor for the
school to be chosen to be part of the
program.

"We are proud to be a part of the
program and we appreciate our
local cable system providing a
hookup so all our students could be
a part of the show," he said.

The commercial-free program
called, "Portraits in Change: Cele-

brating the Month of the Young
Adolescent," provides a forum for
young people across the country to
express concerns about issues that .
most affect their lives.

Tuesday's broadcast originated
from Arlington, Va., and included
segments from Flood and a school
in Seattle.

"This broadcast kicks off a
national campaign to spotlight
issues facing young adolescents
and is sponsored by Court~ the
National Middle School Associa
tion, Cable in the Classroom and
the nation's leading cable operators
like TCI," David DeKadt of Court
TV said.

The program that went out
live Tuesday will be rebroadcast
on Channel 52 and 65 at 2 p.m.
Saturday and at the same hour
Saturday, Oct. 18 and Saturday,
Nov. 1.

The Flood segment highlights
some of the school's programs.
Before she went on, Sarah Williams
said she was excited and a little ner
vous.

"But I'm happy they picked
Flood, and I'm glad they picked me
because I'll be talking about
FROGS - Females Reaching
Options Gaining Success, a self
esteem-building group for girls,"
she said.

Metropolitan State College stu
dent Amanda Wiziecki, a tutor at
Flood, was interviewed with her
student Tom Horan.

"I was fine when we rehearsed,
but the real thing isn't the same,"
Wiziecki said after her segment.
"The camera and the idea a lot of
people were watching made me so
nervous my cheek was shaking as I
smiled."

Eleanor Perry-Smith said it was a
great honor to be chosen to be on
the show.

"I'm not really nervous because
I've been up in front of audiences
before when I did plays and things,"
she said.

Flood's Project Wise, a program
that brings middle school students
and seniors together in a writing
partnership, was also covered. In
the live segment, teacher Roz Gold
stein, student Sabrina Hauk and"
senior Geraldean Memler were
interviewed.

Before the broadcast, the girls
said they were more excited than
nervous to be on T\Z

Memler came off the stage smil
ing. "I'm thrilled they asked me to
do the broadcast. You know, I live in
Meridian. The folks over there think
I'm a big celebrity. Why, they taped
the program and the Meridian will
show it to everyone tonight."
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