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Dear Chai.rman Kennard: ,;'~{'i~:-;~;;:;;~~;MH;'i
I am writing on behalf of the Village of Elk Grove to express our
position regarding the proposed change in the Emergency Alert
System (BAS) rules. As written, the EAS rule changes would
prevent: people watc.hing local TV stations on a cable system from
receiving emergency announcements from their local public safety
au t:hori ties .

There 'is no basis for such PRBEMPTION of State and local public
safety au.tbo,dties, particularly against their will. All viewers
of cable channels should' be able to receive emergency
announcements from their local public safety authority. If
municipalities do not have this abili ty, public safety will be
diminished. We respect~ully request FCC rejection of the
proposed change, including any preemption to franchise provisions
on local emergency alerts.

-"
MwJicipali tiel' are charged wi th protecting the public safety. 'We
have trained public safety authorities on duty 24 hours a day
with an obl.igation and duty to notify the public of emergencies.
When needed, we utilize the "all channel" local alert systems
provided in our cable franchises. Please do not turn this vital
public safety function over to a private party who has no
obligation, training or authority on local public safety matters.

Broadcasters supporting the proposed rule changes claim that
their emergency alerts are superior to those of State and local
public safety authorities. This is a decision for each municipal
safety authority to dete.rmine on a case by case basis. This
decision cannot be turned over to a private party with no public
sate~ oblliatlon.
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Alert systems deal wi th e:nergeocies where pUblic safety
authorities have determined that the public needs to ba informed
immediately. The fact that emerg~ncy alerts from public safety
authorities may occasionally overlap those of private parties
(such as broadcasters) is inconsequential considering lives may
be at stalee. The NAB's proposed rule is Wlacceptable because it
guarantees a substantial reduction in the number of people
recejving emergency annoWlcements from their local pUblic safety
au t:b.ori ty.

Emergency information on TV stations typically applies to
weather. However, local emergency alerts are needed tor other
types of local emergencies, such as hazardous material spills,
gas leaks, street and bridge closings, and local snow
emergencies. Elk Grove Village has repeatedly used this system
to notify our residents ot such emergencies. In addition, TV
stations typically don't cover local emergencies which atfect
only one community. Cable systems are often the best or only
means tor municipalities to alert their residents to local
emergenc1es wbich reflect local conditions.

The Cabl~·Act (Federal Law) allows communities to require cable
systems to meet commWlity needs. Local emergency alere systems
are necessary to meet tbe needs of our residents.

TbanJc you for the opport1,lOity to express our views .
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