
EX PAFiTE OR LATE FILED

Magalie Roman Salas
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St., NW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Ex parte presentation in MM Docket 93-25

Dear Ms. Salas:

On October 8, 1998, Gigi B. Sohn and Sabrina Youdim of the Media Access Project and Leslie
Harris and Liza Kessler of Leslie Harris & Associates met with Commissioner Susan Ness and her
Senior Legal Advisor, Anita Wallgren, to discuss the Commission's implementation of Section 25(b)
of the 1992 Cable Act.

Ms. Sohn reiterated the position of DAETC et at. , that the plain language of Section 25(b) pro
hibits DBS operators from exercising editorial control over programming or programmers on the 4-7%
channel capacity set-aside for noncommercial, informational and educational programming. She also
discussed why, as a policy matter, such an interpretation is important. In addition, Ms. Sohn
discussed the possibility of allowing DBS providers several options, in addition to the leased access
model, to comply with the prohibition on the exercise of editorial control. These include allowing
DBS providers to create an industry-wide consortium or individual arm's length non-profit corpor
ations that will select programming and programmers. Ms. Sohn gave Commissioner Ness and Ms.
Wallgren a brochure describing one such arm's length non-profit, a copy of which is attached.

Ms. Harris and Ms. Kessler, representing the Coalition for School Networking (CoSN) and the
International Society for Technology in Education (ISTE) , discussed why separation of editorial control
from the DBS provider is critically important to the distance learning programming community. They
discussed how distance learning is distributed in the absence of DBS access, and why the set-aside is
particularly necessary for the public to have access to educational and distance learning programming.

Pursuant to section 1. 1206(b)(2) of the Commission's rules, an original and two copies of this
letter are being filed with your office today.

Sincerely,

Gigi B. Sohn
Executive Director

cc. Commissioner Susan Ness
Anita Wallgren

Attachment
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Q.uaHfy
Distance
Learning

... Through
Multi-Media
Services

educatin!J
everyone'

In particular. Educating Everyone dis

tribures information. :echnoiogy, ser·

vices. and capital at various points in

the Distance Learning cham rhrough

a number of initiatives.

The mission of Educating Everyone IS

to provide quality Distance Learning

education opportunities througn

multi-media services. Distance

Learning. that is. using sareilite. com

puter. ~elevision. and phone transmis

sions ~o overcome the barriers of

time. space. and finance inhibiting

educational instruction, ensures rnsr

underorivileged groups have ac:ess

to educational services.
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Anyone wilo is reading this is likely iO

understand that our current educarional

systems are evolving qUickly.

Over the next few years. both PEOPLE

(students. teachers. educational

communities) and EDUCATIONAL

SYSTEMS (curriculum. methodology.

ciassroom organization, strucwre.!

are likelY to change dramatically.

Educating Everyone has been createo

to proactively participate in ihis exeITi"9

process. Working from the premise :;~ai

challenges are actually opportunities.

we embrace change with enthusiasm

and expectations for abetter tomorrow.

Hopefully, with our assistance, you will

too.

"
R. Scott Zimmer

Executive Director
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Educating Everyone is aFlorida·

based not-for'profit foundation

whose mission is to help distribute

information, /ee/lIl%gy. services,

and capita/ in order to promote

/l1e cause of Dis/ance Learning.

We /lOpe our efforls al/olV ,1/1/l1ose

im/o/ved • ins/rue/or!;, students.

educational programmers. colleges,

virtua/universities, and transmission

providers· to reap the maximum

benefils Distance Learning can

provideI

What is
t:duca1~in9

Everyone?

la'

Wha·t is
lSducatih9
Evel'yone?
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"
"Education is not preparation for life;
educarion;s life itself"
AtIrihllterl 10 .101m Dewry 11159 1952

"Let early education be a sort of
amusement; JVU will tl1r'r! be better
nNe to find out the mlllmi br'l1/"
. Plato c 128348 BeE fmm
nJe Republic

"If is i1 wise man 11'110 emf 11',1/1)

About one thing from ano/Ilf'r."

- Plorilll/S 205-270 from fnneads

"nle ~'ery spring and mot of l10nesty
and virtlle lie in good education."

- Plutarch AD. 46-120 from Morals

"EdllGltion 11.15 for ifs object "m
formrllion of character."

- ~fJPI1cer t820-1903 f/Om Socia.!
Statics

"

, ~"HI '11111.\ Ult C,,, 10'1101 1'111' liON

EdIlC~'illg Evrryolle, Inc.
lJll ~bin Strer!, Sllilc ~OO

S~m(JI~. Ftm id~ :I~2:16

!H 1:l6G·R6116 • F~x: !111 :11 6!J(j!l6
",'Ww.cdll(alill~e.or~

.......: educating:
L!I~ everyo11~



flow CCUl fduccrl'jtlU
f-\Jeryolle help yotl
with J)i9"'(~hCe
Ledrllitl~((

Educ<lting Everyone offers a number of initia
tives to help you meet your unique Distance
Learning needs. Whether yOIl rrpresent <In
educational institution, a government<ll <lgency,
<l business, or (1 not· for-profit organimtion, we
C(ln hrlp yOIl negotiClle thr specific business
and technologic<ll issues associClted with
Dist,lIlce l.eilrning.

Utldel'stdtldil19 Techllology

To navig(lte the m(lze of Distance Learning
tedlllologies, yOIl helve remly (lccess to ollr
datab<lse resourr.es Rnd knowledge<lhle profes·
sionals. Our team of expmts will exmnine your
pmticllim needs ,md provide advice on Ihe best
options available to YOll.

Edl.lcrJ !·iotl / PiS!CU1CC
LCCll'11it19 OU!I'cach

Similar to "Understanding Technology," this
service provirtes you with bllsiness advice as
opposed to technical direction Please feel free
to call liS directly with your questions, or to visit
our website <lnel search our database at
'!YW~gQ\l"<;i!ti!lgE;l.Q[g,

Cd~itdl InitidtiVe

We have il pool of fllnds aV(lilflhle to provide
outright cash grants or investment capital to
selected organizations involved in Distance
I.emning. If you have an interesting project or
applicfllion for Distance Learninn. bllllm;k (he
funds to make it happen, Wfl may be able to
help yOIl or direct you to someone who can.

Technology Ihilicrtive

Our 'hardware for everyone' iniliative pro
vides used technology equipment to institu
tions, d{ly care facilities, hospit{lls, libraries, and
prisons at rates significantly below market
value, with the condition that it be used for edu
cational purposes.

Sel'vice Initiatives

Our "Data Streaming Support" program
aids those who need to compress, transmit,
and decompress large amounts of education
al video or audio data.

Our "Transponder Support" program assisls
those who require bandwidth for direct
broadcast educational purposes.

111e fuiut'e o~ Educating
Evet'yone

New technologies, especially in the areas
of Internet and video conferencing communi
crttions, will play an ever increasing role in
Distance Learning. Educating Everyone will
incorporate them as they become available,
fulfilling our mission of being a lolal mulli
media education foundation.
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" '1 hey knoll' enough who knoll' how
fa leam."
·/Iemy Brooks "'dams IEl:JEl· IPIEl

from J1JeEd(jca'ion.aU/enry- Adams

"One of /he unique and cnmprllin9

characteristics of vir/uill comrmmities
;s /har everyone enters them as;m
eflun/."

. Dr Oll'm G.1edf', IIcting (Jimc/or
Df (he Office of Di.sfilllW I.rarninq

I'll rIorida Srale University

"Tlwse nrwlncNf 'radlers know
"m' Illey nre n(1/ jusl /mch;nq
children a/Joul rnmpulrrs, /Jul rn/her
using computers 10 help clrildm"
learn. "

. DO." Tapscoff from Growing·up. a.~'.

Dig;Ia] "

'Teach your clJildren well"
. Crosby Stills Nashll HlfIng

fnlel1UG1UlJ!:!
~I everyone'

Whai' is
Distance
Leat'nihg?

Wha1~ is
Distance
Leat'nih9?
Distance Learning is an increasingly

popular mode of education ill wlJich

instwelars and studenls are geogr apN·

cally sepamted -across ti,e callJpus.

across town, or across the globe - but

teclll1ologically connected - via phone

and fax. terrestrial and cable television,

satellite, video conferencing, and com

puters (CD-ROM, Internet, and e·lIJail).

Ask allY first-grader wllat he or slle did

in school today, and you'll see IIOW pro

fOllnd/y technology is changing tile way

we lealll.

, 'Inll \1 !:IlI., ".llIl·\ liON n"\,'·,, HIli

Fdllr~ting Everyone, Inc.
I:H1 ~I~in SIree!, Suite 400
S~r~5(J1~, Florida :H2:Hi
9411fi68686' F~x: 9,111169696
www.edllC~lil1ge,org

fftI.'....• educatin11I.:!Ip everyone'



Chahges ih EduccrtiollOl c1f)d
CW'f'icu!cU' Needs

Rise o~ a Global COll1ll1Uhity
Nei"wof'k

We at Educating Everyone hope that you
feel as positively about the future of Distance
Learning as we do, and invite you to contact us
for assistance with your educational needs.

As technology has given rise to a global 'vir
tual communily', the world has become more
tightly integrated. Through Distance Learning,
children in the Bronx now communicate with
marine biologists in Sarasota, while farming
sludents in Iowa confer with agro-business pro
fessors in South Africa. As this trend contin
ues, we believe the emphasis will be more on
"learning" and less on "distance."

Advdf1ces itl Techhology

Gove~f1ll1ehtal Ihvolvell1ent in
EduCdlioll

Politicians have become keenly aware of
their constituents' need for readily available
and easily accessible educalion. To this end,
the President, Congress, and the Federal
Cornrnunicalions Commission have joined
together to create educalional programming
opportunities. Over the next few years, we
expect this parlnership to promote Distance
Lemnin(J as an integral force in educational
advancement.

Advances in technology have allowed new
teaching modalities to revolutionize education
al systems. Educators now access, package,
and present data via satellite and high-speed
Internet connections in formats never before
possible. 'Virtual' education delivers courses,
ami even entire degrees, with students never
visiling a campusl

-. ,'J7T;~Y'r';~~",,!!::'Z;'l!i!t,i'tbfW aN &l»:iWilth~:ti

The futtlt'e
o~ edUCdlioll

Education has become a lifelong procpss,
no longer something completed in our teens
and twenties. Amidst fl tpchnological revolu
tion, we find ourselves nepding to gather,
digest, and process large amounts of new
information at ever increasing sppeds. At the
same time, we reAlize that the responsibilites

of families and jobs
make it difficult to
attend traditional
classroom training.
Through Distance
Learning, stl/dents
can convenienlly
access the education
they seek from
experts the world
over.

Changes in educfltionfll and curriculflr
needs, advances in technology, governmental
involvement in education, and the risp of a
global community network dictate that
Distance Learning will plAy an increasingly
importi'mt role in our lives.
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"Only fhe Educaled ilIe Frep.."
· Epicreflls c. 55·135 AD.

Ie

"F'dllenrion is fhe besf pmvisian for
aId age."
· !'trisfafle Jf11·322 HCE from

f)iogeJJesL Lae[1;Us

"Since all hllman beingr. llilve fhe
same needs 11Ild fhe same 'aclliries,
lef fhere be one edllcafian 'ar a/l"
· Gmcdllis 1760·1797 'rom

Ma[lifesfo.af fhe. Eqllals

"Ry educafion, fhen, I mean
goodness...."
· rl.,fa c. 428·34£1 B.CE from
Laws, Book /I " Satelli'te

Educcrf'ioh
Pt'ogtlcUns

How ceth I:duceti'itlg
Evel"yohe assisi- you
with your sat-ell ite
t-t'eth9Ini9Sioh heeds?

Ti,e founders of Educating Everyone

have spent years working in Ihe field

of satellile transmission, wate/ling Il1e

technology grow and improve, and

developing the expertise required to

I/ssist ot/lers in this evolvi/lg nmrket·

place. We look fonvllid to sharing l/Jis

expel;ence wit/I you.

mi.eUUG\Um~
~ everyone'
\ /II JIll m:JlI\ EflIT\IIO"J Iflnm\lIl1\;

Educ;tlin~Everyone, Inc.
nn ~I;tin Slreel, Suite ~no

Samola, Florida 1~2:l6

!H1166 RfiRfi • Fax: 9~ 1J16-9696
www.edl Icalinge.or~

fftI. educatinQ
~~ everyon~



1hth5pOhdel' SUPP0l't

t:duccrtih9
Eve.t'yclhe's Slirpol't
Pf'ogl-'(Uns

Oiher' Uses?

Pato Stl'CdllJillg SUppol't

If you have an application for this bandwidth
that we haven'lthought of, please feel free 10
conlactus and discuss it.

Our program will assistlhose who do 'data
streaming,' Ihat is, those who compress, trans
mit, and decompress large amounts of educa
lional video or audio data. Typically we will
assist an organizalion lhat 'harvests' informa
lion from the Web, compresses it, and trans
mits it to schools for instructional purposes.

Our progrilm will ilssisilhose who wish to
lise the bandwidth for direct broadcast educa
tional purposes. Typically we will work with
organizations that wanI to aggregate program
ming from several different sources and create
a 'channel.' For a sample of channel possibili
ties, please see the Sample Programming
Schedule to the lell.

Channel 6
Continuing Educallon

Industry Specific:
Computers

Chlnnel 5
Home Schooling

Grade Specillc:
Grade 5

OUI' P,'ogl'dIllS (\ddl'e95 How lo
Use 1hiS Set-Aside

(\SSistih9 Tl'dllsmissioh PI'ovidel'S

Transmission providers should also consider
Educating Everyone a valuable resource.
You'll find our expertise and knowledge of the
latest transmission technologies, as well as our
extensive programmer contacts, to be of great
villue to you.

Ullc{CI'shll1diI19 (lhd IIl lplel11enling
ITC Regula IiOI1S

Educating Everyone will huy larqe amounts
of this set-Clside and repackage it into chan
nels, or paris of ch,lflnels, IhClI aggregated pro
grammers can purchase from us. This collabo
ration will enable programmers 10 yet their
content on the air and transmission providers
to meet their FCC requirements.

In order to promote educaliorml program
ming viCl satellite, the FCC is designing regula
lions requiring DBS (Direct Broadcast Salellile)
tmnsponder licensees to set aside a percent
Rge of their aVRiiable bandwidlh, and the
means to Iransmit it, at reduced rales for edu
cational programmers.

Channel 4
Adult Educllllon

Topic Specillc:
literacy

1ho. lollowing is ~ s~mplo. ollho. typos ~"" va,ioly 01 progmmming wo. hopo 10 ladlilalo We will work wilh
program rtovrloprrs ~n(' transmission provide,s 10 mo.rt Iho. individll~1 tllrrir.utllm needs 01 o~ch 01 our r.Iients.

----_.._----
",...~'"., ..,"" ~' .':' .' '-:""',': ~>."~"-:\:,';'J'

elllliUI 3
Ilegrte program

ptgret SP4l!<inc: BA In
Heallheete "ane\ll!ment

l$SUes In Orgal1lzjjliOO~1
BehtiMor"

Educdf illg EVel'yotle
SC1f1l~le Pl'ogl'Ofllfllih9 Schedule

A99i9lih9
Educcrtiolldl
Pf'o9f'dllllllet·'9
We would like educiltiomll rroqrCHnmers to

consider Edllcilling Everyrme Cl vilhlilhle
resource for knowledge ilholll slltellite lmns
mission technology ilnd ilccess to if. 0111 experl
staff will Clssist you in ilrmlyzing YOllr piulicllim
needs, and Ihen oller the best advice on suil
able bandwidth providers, how to negotiClle with
them, and what steps you Ciln take to ensure
high qualily Imnsmissions.

Flomo.nlary School Spanish

Midr11a School SpanISh

IUgh School Spanish

High School French

IUgh Sr.hoot J~paneiij


