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Ms. Magalie Roman Salas
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Second Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
CC Docket 88-57 Ex Parte Communication

RECEIVED

OCT - 2 1998

Dear Ms. Salas:

Pursuant to Section 1. 1206(b)(2) of the Commission's rules, this letter is to notify you
that on October 1, 1998, Ben Almond of BellSouth Corporation, Richard Shiben, and Karen Brinkmann
and Johanna Mikes of Latham & Watkins on behalf of BellSouth met with Yog Varma, Vincent Paladini
and Blaise Scinto of the Common Carrier Bureau. The discussion concerned the need for a wire quality
standard for simple inside wiring. The attached document was used for discussion purposes.

An original and one copy of this letter are enclosed. If there are any questions concerning
this matter, please contact the undersigned.

~L
Karen Brinkmann

Enclosure
cc: Yog Vanna

Vincent Paladini
Blaise Scinto
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BellSouth Corporation Ex Parte Presentation, October 2, 1998

Docket 88-57, Second Further Notice (Released June 12,1997)

Poor quality inside wiring has become a major problem affecting thousands of customers
throughout the United States, and the problem is rapidly worsening. BellSouth requests
that the Commission issue a decision supporting the industry's solution to this problem.

• Substandard telephony wiring in homes and businesses with one to four lines leads to
crosstalk.

Carriers such as BellSouth are increasingly dispatching technicians to address crosstalk
problems. BellSouth estimates that it handles approximately 90,000 such cases annually.

i:': The problem is escalating due to second line growth and use of higher frequency services
such as ISDN and ADSL. In its ADSL trial in Birmingham, BellSouth has had to replace
inferior inside wiring for some customers due to noise impairments.

• The marketplace cannot cure the problem -- consumers pay the price. Home
builders/contractors who select the wire often are not aware of the need. or lack an incentive,
to install high-quality wiring. \Vnen consumers later install additional lines and experience
crosstalk. they cannot get redress from the builder, and must pay significant rewiring costs.

• The FCC should update FCC Part 68 standards for inside wire in accordance with
BICSI's recommendation: 2-pair or 4-pair inside wire, ANSI/EIAITIA category 3
requirements; twisted pair \viring, 24 AWG. attenuation/frequency limits.

• The industry will enforce a Commission-mandated standard. The key is early detection of
inferior wire. through free inspections or during initial installation of telephone service.

BellSouth and other carriers will promote the federal standard to the building industry and
homeo"mers, and thereby discourage the installation of inferior wire.

A federal rule will encourage state and local governments to include wiring standards in
building codes..,
Consumers will have grounds for redress from the contractor who installs inferior wire.

• The Commission Should Act Swiftlv.

'?:''[ The rulemaking petition was filed August 1995 by Building Industry Consulting Service
International (BICSI) -- more than 3 years ago.

N There was no opposition to adopting a wire quality standard.

The standard is supported by service providers (GTE. Bell Atlantic, BellSouth), a major
standards association (TIA), the largest inside wire manufacturer, Cable Systems
International, and consumers. through the United Homeowners' Association.


