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I am wri1ing tbia lea« to call [0 your Ittcntion cenain policy dccisionllhat arc under consideration
by the Fcdcra1 CommUDic3lions Commiasiun in response to the 1996 Telecommunication Act.
Specifically, I wmlCd to mae you aware oflb.¢ concerns that the; W~ utiliJics in the U.S. have
wi1h rC8ill'd to radio fi-equcncy availability. TIle av.aiUbility of radio a." the communication medium
for ccntraJiud cantrolll)'ltteml for WalCr' di.ttribution 8}'WImllI is cumtial ifwater sya&:cmI are to
provide walCT supply under both nonna! and "metgCll\o')' conditions. AI a member of the
American Water Worb Aaociation, TolccommunicMioM Adviaory Work Group, my primary
concern is with the WaJ.eI' untdics of the caUDby. I would also point out howCVCl', that this concern
is ahMc:d by the other critical Utiticicl in the U. S.; electric powC!', gaH diltriburion and the
pipc1inea.

The f'ederal Communications Commission is now cnpged in imponant deh'berauortI [Amendment
of the Commiuion's Rule. RcgardinaMubiple Addn:aIs SyatCllll (MAS), WT Docket No. 97-811
which will determine lhc availability of spectrum ncccL:d by ..crtti~al national inft'aslTUCtw'C"

OJWIlliz.ationa for voice and data tdccommunications" ContiDued and expanded ac~u to the
spectrum under consideration it l:r,iticaJ to community water systemI, aa wc;U all, pOWU, gas and
pipeline utilities.

Since the inc;c:ption of the MAS aavice ill the carly 1980's, electric, gas and water utilities ha'VC
invested bundroda of millions of don... in MAS to meet internal commumcabol1l needs; i.e.
infrastructure management. di.tribul:ion automation and operation ofmultiple remote facilitiCIJ (i.e.
8uperviaory control and data .Jequiaition - SCADA). Thill u:c.hnology i. the primary, and in many
cases the only method of monitoring 3J1d concrolling diversely located utility :iYAtet1\ components.

In preparing\b Balanced Budget Act of 1991 Congress clearly idenrified rt1c Nation's need for
adcqua~ radio spectrum to meet pubtic saft:ty needs. Not only does the Act specifically provide
spcctnun to meet the future needs of polic;c, fi~ lIIld other fnt rcspondc:n, COngn.:.'l8 also ,
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instructed thc Federal Comm~onaCORum..ion (FCC) to inJurc lhat adeQuatc IlpeCtnun i5
availabl~ for critical national infrllllb'Uc!Ure aaeru,;ica; particularly, utilitiea, rililroadl, trat'Ulit systemA
and pipelinea. lrull iruttrUCtion~ clear implicatioN for the cUlTOn! rulmlakins fur MAS. In
ordc:r to meet these ~al inftaaanxlUTe need&, ( believe that the actiona of the FCC in the matter
ofwr Docket No. 97-81 mould include tho foDowinS:

• Dcllignala a apoctrurn __ .uido for WlC by private, inumul MAS Iyatoma dlilL op4:ratc on ii

non-[cc-for-§crvice (non-9ubecribcr) balIis. EliSibiJity for~ channcw includcs water. gatI.

pipeline and electric u1iliti. (alau ret~ to aa "crilical national infraaI~rurc"agon~c.).
This ~t-a.'lidewould con."ist of the existing 92&19"J9S6 MHz band. and at JeaJJt twenty
~hAnnel!l in the 9321941 MHz band.

• MAintain the CWTent rule limiubonll on MAS truat requn-e. U8C be:: primarily poinHo-muiti point
communicaticlDll.

• Pre!lc:rve aU 92819'2/9~6 MHz channels for usc on a ltitc-8pCCific baaia only.

• [nclud&:: anti-llp",-cuJation prowiona in aU private internal MAS pool. to pt'clk:IVe lh~ chanru:hi
tOe crilical illfrutructurc UIICn.

A critically important component of cbe FCC's Spectrum Management Strategy ia inaurina
adequate s~trum n:sourc:cs arc avaibbte: to crilical ~tI. 'Jl\is cmpbMis was reolffirm.cd by the
80danccd Budget Act of 1981.

Now, apecifh;a1lY. what ia it that w~ would likc for you lO conaidct' doing in thiI mattcr7 We fed
thar a di",ct Uld penonaJ l,;Ofilolcl by you to the FCC rcq~.ting that the four points we have liaWd
above be incorporated in their decillion w()uld be most helpfUl in getting our thoughts aero.. to the
FCC. We f.:ellhat the lICrioua nature of thia matter reaUy dcaervos il penonal contact by yow-aelf.

Withuur li~i:6canI intervcntion from the: Congreu, 1 havc the lItrong fecling that the FCC may
well take the: path of leut resistance aod auction off these frequencies. 1"hi3I would be a real blow
to public wat~ lIUppl)l system." in the U. S.

AI 1haw explained in chia lutter and prt."Vioua concapondcnce, this i. an extrem.:ly critical WRlIe
with Am~a'l public W3&CT .uppty SYIltcma. We hope that you will be able \:0 help us in this
Maller. 1 md olhcr rcpreac~.of the Wl&t« utility industry would be ilvaalable to meet with
you in AtlantA or Waahington to diacuall dria matter further.

.~./ E.. Ii. Morc:y. P.t
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iMlIUcted dte: Federal Coll1IDL\lliQtiOl1l Commialion (FCC) to irIIurc that adc::quatc spcclIUm i.
available for critical national infi"aItN;ture aaenciea; particularly, utilities, railroads, b'anllit "Y"rc1IlI
and pipohnea. Ibis instruction hall '*.... implications fOl' tho CUlTcot rulcmaking for MAS. In
order to meet theS4: critical infnallUCture needs, [believe that ltJe actiona of the FCC in lhe nuffer
of W'f J)OclM No. 97-81 lIhould include the foRowing:

• D¢"ignat" a ApeclrUm .ct illlide for WId by private, internal MAS ,yamIN Lhat operate on a
Ilon-fcc-tor-I!crvicc (non-lObscribcr) basis. Eligibility for thCflC channels includes water, gaa,
pipeline and electric utilitiCl (also referred to 31 "critical national infra.'llrUCturC" agcndel).
This set-aside would coMi.. of the emting 928~)S2l9S6MHz band, and at lea't twenty
channels in dle 932/941 MHz band.

• Maintmt the CUl'1-ent JUle lirnitarioM on MAS tJw requiTCII UI¢ be primarily point-to-DUllIi point
cnnnnunications.

• Prelerve aIl92819~219S6MHz charmell for \lAC on :tllite-specific bais only.

• Include anli-specu1a1ioll provisiom in an private intcmal MAS poohl to preserve thc:sc channels
for critica1 infraltrUcture USeR.

A critically important component ofthc FCC 'I Spectrum Management Strategy ia insuring
;:adequate sp¢;lrunl rcsourcCA are 3ViUlable to critical UlCI'!I. Thia cmpJlalJia was reatlinnc:d by du:
Balanced Budget Act of 1987.

Now, speQficaJly, what iJ it that we would liJcc for you to conaidcr doing in this matter7 We feci
that a dircet mel pononal confGt by you to the FCC requesting lhar the tOur points we have liJted
above be incorporated in their dec_ion would be mosl helpful in getting our though.. aCfOflIl to the
FCC. We feel ~t the IlCriOUI nature of lIUa matter 1UIly des«Yc.. a penonal cootact by younoJ:t:

Without aigntficant inrCfV¢lllion from the CongrCSl, I ~ve the 8IrOI1g fcelina that the FCC may
weD tac the path of least I'C&iAtm..;c and auction off these rrcquenci~s. This would be a real blow
to public water lIUppIy SY'I1em8 in Ibe U. S.

As I have ~xp1ained in d1il k:tlcr and prcvioUII rorrcsJ1Ondencc, this is an extremely critical iMue
with Am~'5 pu" wacer supply Iystcrnfl. We hope that you will be able to hcJp us in this
ma1tQ". 1and otMr representatives of the water utili1y indUllIIy would be iMlilabJe to ffit:e:t with
you in Adanra or Wabington to dilK:UM thia matter further.
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