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Dear Speaker Gingrich,

I am writing this letier to call fo your attention cenain policy decisions that are under consideration
bty the Federal Communications Commission in responsc to the 1996 Telecommunication Act.
Specifically, I wanted to make you aware of the concerns that the water utilities in the U.S. have
with regard (o radio frequency availability. The availability of radio as the communication medium
for centralized control systems for water distribution systems is cssential if water systema are to
provide water supply under both normal and emergency conditions. As a member of the
American Water Works Association, Telecommunications Advisory Work Group, my primary
concern is with the waler utifities of the country. [ would also point out however, that this concem
is shared by the other critical utilities in the U. S.; clectric power, gas distribution and the
pipelines.

The Federal Communications Commission is now cngaged in important defibetations { Amendment
of the Commussion’s Rules Regarding Multiple Address Systema (MAS), WT Docket No. 97-81]
which will determine the availability of spectrum needed by “critical national infrasiructure™
organizations for voice and data telecommunications. Contmucd and expanded access to the
spectrum under consideration is critical to community water sysiems, as well as, power, gas and
pipeline utilities.

Since the mception of the MAS service in the carly 1980°s, electric, gas and water utilities have
invested hundreds of milkons of dollars in MAS to meet internal communicstions needs; i.c.
infrastructure management, distribution automation and operation of multiple remote facilities (i.e.
supervisory control and data acquisition - SCADA). This technology is the primary, and in many
cascs the only method of monitoring and controlling diverscly located utility system components.

In preparing the Balanced Budget Act of 1997 Congress clearly identified the Nation’s need for
adcequate radio spectrum to meet public safety nceds. Not only does the Act specificaily provide =
spectrum to meet the future needs of police, firc and other first responders, Congress also
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instructed the Federal Communications Commuasion (FCC) to insure that adequate spectrum is
available for critical national infrastructure agencica, particularly, utilities, railroads, transit systems
and pipelines. This instruction has clear implications for the current rulemnaking fur MAS. In
order to meet these crilical infrastructure needs, { believe thal the actions of the FCC in the matter
of WT Docket No. 97-81 should include the following:

+ Designate a spectrumm set aside for use by private, internal MAS systoms that operate on a
non-{ec-for-service (non-subscriber) bagis. Eligibility for these channels includes water, gas,
pipeline and clectric utilities (also referred 10 as “criical national infrastructure” agencics).
This set-aside would consist of the existing 928/952/956 MHz hand , and at least twenty
channels in the 932/941 MHz band.

¢ Maintain the current rule limitations on MAS that requires use be primarily point-to-multi point
communications,

¢ Prescrve all 928/952/956 MHz channels for use on a site-specific basis only.

¢ [nchude anti-speculation provisions in all privatc internal MAS pools to preserve these channely
for critical infrastructurc uscrs.

A critically important component of the FCC's Spectum Management Strategy is insuring
adcquate spectrum resources are available to critical uscrs. This cmphasis was reaffirmed by the
Balanced Budget Act of 1987.

Now, specifically, what is it that we would like for you to consider doing in this manter? We feel
thas a direct and personal contact by you to the FCC requesting that the four points we have listed
above be mcorporated in their decision would be most heipful in getting our thoughts across to the
FCC. We feel that the serious nature of this matter really descrves a personal contact by yourself.

Without significant intervention from the Congyess, 1 have the strong fecling that the FCC may
well take the path of least resistance and auction off these frequenciea. This would be a real blow
to public water supply systems in the U. S.

As ] have explained in this leiter and previous correspondence, this is an extremcly critical issue
with Amorica’s public water supply systema. We hope chat you will be able 1o help us in this
matter. 1 and other representatives of the water utility industry would be avalable 1o meet with
you in Adanta or Washington to discuss this matter further.
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