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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

Ms. Magalie Roman Salas EX PARTE OR LATE FILED
Secretary, Federal Communications Commission
Room 222
1919 M Street NW I
Washington, D.C. 20554 /.,..,.

Re: Ex Parte, In the Matter of GEN Docket No. 98-68, 1998 Biennial Regulatory Review -­
Amendment of Parts 2, 25 and 68 of the Commission's Rules to Further Streamline the
Equipment Authorization Process for Radio Frequency Equipment, Modify the Equipment
Authorization Process for Telephone Terminal Equipment, Implement Mutual Recognition
Agreements and Begin Implementation of the Global Mobile Personal Communications
by Satellite (GMPCS) Arrangements

Dear Ms. Salas:

This is to confirm that on October 16, 1998, the Telecommunications Industry Association (TIA)
participated in a meeting with Commission staff attorney Vincent Paladini, Commission staff
engineer Debra Harper, Commission staff engineer William Howden, and Deputy Chief Blaise
Scinto, Network Services Division, Common Carrier Bureau, to discuss GEN Docket No. 98-68,
In the Matter of 1998 Biennial Regulatory Review -- Amendment of Parts 2, 25 and 68 of the
Commission's Rules to Further Streamline the Equipment Authorization Process for Radio
Frequency Equipment, Modify the Equipment Authorization Process for Telephone Terminal
Equipment, Implement Mutual Recognition Agreements and Begin Implementation of the Global
Mobile Personal Communications by Satellite (GMPCS) Arrangements.

Participating in the exchanges, in addition to Vincent Paladini, Debra Harper, William Howden,
and Blaise Scinto, were Ronald Provost of Building Industry Consulting Services International,
Charles Berestecky of Lucent Technologies, Roberta E. Breden, TIA staff, and other industry
representatives listed on the attached attendance roster, on behalf of TIA.

The attached seven pages, which include a copy each of meeting minutes and the previously
referenced attendance roster are provided in connection with the meeting.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Roberta E. Breden
2500 Wilson Boulevard • Suite 300

Arlington, VA 22201-3834
103/901-1700 • FAX 103/901-1127

wwwtiaonline.org

Representing the telecommunications industry in ~
association with the Electronic Industries Association ~
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FCC and Indu.try Part 68 AdlnhUstratioll
Proceclurd Ad Hoc Wonitll Group

October 16, 1"1 MeeulIl Notel

1. IDtroCIDctioIII RoD ProvoJtlGroup

BJ1Il PfOV08t opcud tile 49111 FCC and IDdumy Part 68 AdJniuistration ProceduresAd.~
WcDias Group maetiDI. AueDdc=' to the meetina wt3 welcomed and an attendance list 15
auar-hed. The followina items were discuacd at !he meetina.

2. WIIere W. Are ..d Wh.... We Are\Goinl BmHowdea

BiU HowcI= disoused FCC Part 6&app~ PlWessU1a and the MOd tor a rcstrueblriDa ortbe
NIcs. ThoD.t for impJoviDa Part 68 application proceuma and naIo ItnaetuJ'e i, being driven by
I!IIIlMl wiDdows for tenninal equipmeat b~mioS shorter and the filture introdllAion of
To~unicationCertification BodieJ (TeDs). Bill noted that the FCC is looking at improviDJ
the proccssiDi ofapplication5 with on-1iAe filings since the curraatpr~ ofapPfOlIimatdy
3,000 appliGMioot annually i. manually inrcnaiw and resource depend&:nl. A man; timely NlpODlC

appcan to~ possible with on-line filin8~ since approximatety dlr~ weeks il DOW required to
procca applications. BilllB.-ntionod that witb Tal procCSIUaa applications in tho tUlUfC. the
ClUI1'CIIt pr~. Deeds to be improved. There appears to be a n8ld to review the CUrtenl m1e
stnK;ture 1iD~ a given lubject may be ~ted several places in the eFk and the Guide,

3. Rule OarificatioD

a) Mar 19, 1999

Group

Qucstioua have sutlaeed as to whether ~rminal equipment has to be re-registered to be in
eomp1ianco with the May 19. 1999 barmonizalion effective date. Chuck~ stated that my
new equipment must meet the new rules; anythina prior, ifthc produat is charascd. reqdiRlS Ie­

re,istration. Chu~ apRllocl concern about requirina musiw equipmcat changes. Ron Provost
noted that after a dato~ equipment mutt meet the new rules. Joim Bipes noted that due to
abort product 1i1ee~ ifequipment i. wlncrable to low power (Type B) IUfSes. ~gistration
is require4. lIOIDC poiat. Ahn Wridc 5UJK~ted that the rules aocd to be dearer "nee they are not
c1gar now. 8m HowdcDiodi~ that tho FCC ,. looking iDto rbi. item.

b) HAC Labcliae Rcquiremmu

BiU Howden indiear.r:d thai HAC labeliDs was not included in tile HannonizatioD OnSer. He
indicated the October Federal Rqpstct may include these requirements.

t) ADStIXDSL

Ron Pnnrost askccl ifADSlJXDSL 1$ covered under Part 68. Is a pulse template require6? II
encoded analos OODtoDE applicable? It WII noted that the relaxation ofPart 68 sip power
rcquirClllCllts is the subject ofa pendinl fCC lWlcmaldng. Trone Bishop iIldi~ 1bere appead
to be a need fbr~ Umita 10 prevent interference of'next Sener&tWri equipmmt. Chuck
Berasfedcy Datcd that sJanal power 'Rlquiremeat& are compk:x end that lCNiti'Yl~smay haw
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to be ox.cluded from certain bWikr gloups\on an administrative basil. It was nocccl that lubloop
lUlbuncJliDg is the Nbject of active di$CU55~on in the Section 706 FCC procecdina.

BUlHowden

Bill Howden diltributed to the Group a list ofPart 61 Frequently Asked Quem.lons(Q) and
Respoasca(R.) (attae;bed). Discussion ensUed on lhe beat method lO address Pan 68 rc1atcd
que$ti00I that Bill ~UDtOn. Bill indicated that qUOllioDs in the haDdout are reprcsenladve or
q~ typioaJly a.sbd ADd resources art, required ro provide the proper n:spcmses. He fUrther
notod thal Nle clarificationlDd Guide ~cture may be a way to atart. Ahn Wride mentiClDCd
fon1UD& TR41.9 lulxxnmittoes to addrcIS both tedmical and administrative quesIioDa. It was
JU8FSfed that this type at information mi,eht be appropriate lor me FCC or TIA to poll GIl their
Wobli.. :',

5. AdmiDiltradYe 1ssueI

.) AppHcmanAdd~DIt8I)..

BiIHowdell

;

Bill Howden notGd there ate thousands of~rds in the Application Address database !ba may
require upclatins. Conam was expres.cd~bout how this might .,. KCOIIlplisbed.

},

b) 730 Applicltion Guide Revillion
!

It was IUgested that 1I1QIl'Ibent ofthis Gro}lp review the 730 Guide IDd prcwidc S\188OIIiObS fDr
~ion at the pext mettina. Bill Howden;indicated that tho April 1998 version ot the Guide bad
been reprwealod and is on the FCC Web..

c) Telt Lab Databue

Jim Ha1uK:I noced the test lab has an acti~ database with namee on file,

II) tudory CanldaIJPCC ApP~cadOD Harmonizetioa

Claude Beaudoin reviewed the Industry dnadalFCC Application Harmonization effort and
indicated tbat the proposal is awaitilJl approval. He doled that certification bodies wiD be vllna
the aamo fOrm. '

e) DefiDlttoIll
,

Bill Howdc:u suUatcd that 'We need to be Careful using terms thar we don't ddlnc (e.g.~ tennina1
equipment definition). There was discussion on carrying over the dcfmilion sectiOn afthe Guide to
Pan 61.

f) Future of Rqiltradon Database

The ftJture of the rcsiJtra1ion database was discussed and how it might be streamlined. The
d~ ill apProJUnwc11 eight YeaTS old. ,With the advent ofTCBs) dUs issue is bccamin&
incrcuin&ly important. On-line Je8istratiop was 8UggMed as a possibility for d:uabase updates

TOTAL P.01
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wi1h~ beina an issue. lbDrc appears to bo imcrcat in bavm" internet ¥cess to the.....
JimHah..

Jim Ha1mcI prest;nted a proposal for the olbc:tronic fi1ina ofFCC Put 68 app~tions for telephone
regiwation (see attarJunent). The proposal includes developing a syItem based OIl the fCC
equipment authorization. system with FCC·Fonn 730 being til1cd-out OD-line. A FCC Part 68
fClistralion number would be received at the conclusion ofthe electronio application ·"uplofld".
The FCC~ form would be printable at tJic conelusion ofthc application up.~. AdwDtaFI of
elec:tiOPic tiliDp include lesl errors, less paperwork, easier to maintain ttCOI'ds, and the FCC
rcfen::Dcc roem can bt "on-line." In conc1udins, Jim mentioned additional RqUests that coincide
widt electroDic filinp include doirJI away.with 4&nocice applicatiODl" just to add model JIW1lben
and.aIlowiDa gnnIoe to ··update'· databue by adelins new numbor.

7. TIA TR41.9 Vpclate AIInWride

Abn Wride listed TR41.9 activities for the year including:
• Tho Part 68 biannual Rminar held ill'february
• TSB31-B Part 68 Rationale and MGUurement Guidelines illued in February
• CompilaUoo of lID enata sheet amending COjmpl~payphOl'lC to provide teehnioal

requinImaICs
• ADSL requirements relatiDi to the N~w Technolosies proccedina includina a FCC series of

rouadIIblcs
• TR41.9 fimnulatina~ for the Signal Power NPRM
• TR41.9takilll a more responsive role involving BiU~s questHm

ChQdc Bcnstecky, TR.41 Chair, mentioned that he is Iookina at bow TRA1.9 operates and JJow it
relates to ENe regulations. He notod then: would po~ibly bel ICalipmcnt ofc:ommittool within
TR. 41. He proposed that the Ad Hoc Group bccolne pan ortbe TR.41 meetiop. "J'hen, W8I

agreemem wich Chuck's proposal and this Group will now nteel quUUdy durinl the TR41 resuJar
meotiap beginnina in Febnwy 1999. :

Vincent Pal'dini

VinccnI PaIadini discussed ongoing Co~misliQn activities relatcO to Pan 68. He noted the FCC
bas·inltJated a 1998 biennial regulatory ':'cview involvins 34 proceedinp. The COrnmiuiOD it
attemptiq to determine which regulations are no lonser necessary and plans to repeal or modify
Ihosc unPC'CC8s8l)t regulations. TIle Notice of Proposed Rulernakins involving 56 kUobiLl per
second madams is included with the: FCC lOoking at relaxing the sipal power limiiaIiODI COIltaiftcd
in Part 61. IDcIuded in the review is the Office of Enaineering aDd Technology streamlinins 0' Part
15 requi~tt. VhK:ent furthor noted that the FCC ia in the prOQOlI Qfdetermining what chansct
arc DOCeIsary to illlplcmc:m Mutual1leQOgnition AJrwmcnl$ (MRAs). An exterior time limit
means that Qqes in Pan 68 have to be done quic.kly to matc:h the MRAI. Vincent concluded by
mentioning that then: iI an additional RuIanakiDg on elearonic filius•..

3
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BICSl PedtiOll

Carol Matz stressed that inside wire lS the weakest link in the netwodc aud that Be1JSouth bas
contill\led to urge Commission acQon aD the BleSI Petition. Carol emphasized that the problaa is
~iD& tq uaw IDd that IlUbltandard 'firini is a national probllllL Tho Petition has bee
pc:ncIina tor some time anc11herc appears to be suppon &om other partie. such u GTE. Bell
Atlantic, aDd 11A for the PCC adoption ata wire quality standard.

ladUitry MectiDp

l'be Group expreued • nood for~t~fCC Part 68 Industry Meetinp. Tbe IDduItry
Meccinp are a forum for Cbc discussion Of teeMoloaica11nd iDdusoy i.1UCI related to~ 68.
BiD Von AMn previously conducted~e mcetinp at tb8 FCC. Bill Howden agn:ed to continue
thcec mcctinp.

I1eIdTri...

Abn Wride mentiDnGd that at the last TR41.9 meeting a n= £or more forma) field trial pJ'CKiCdures
was reqUCitCd. TR41.9 brouabl up the need to combine the teldmicallmar1<eting upocts ofthe
trial. Aha indi08tCd there aTO problems at times in coordinatinJ field trials due to cbaDpl ill
pelauuacl .... dimcullics In makioa th. appropriate C~II. FIUl Trial CoordinaIon ChriI&iDe
Hu1£aDd Jimmy Salinu emphuized that they are foIlowinJ eNbtiJhcd faeld trial prOGGduna with
several trial. currently underway.

Accea BolII'd Section 255 ,
:'1
,-

Erik Hansson reminded eM Group that the AceeS! Board SectiQD 2SS rcquircmcnrs iDeludc
telecommunications equipment that i. used by pcop)t: wilh disabilities. He further stated that dlo
Access Board next meets in Novcmbor and baa six months to write standards. Roborca Brudm
noted that the requiremcnu apply to equipment Ind software Kquisitions 'by Fedeml Aaeacics.
She further stated thaE thil procccdina il on fast track and. to contact Grant Seiffert at llA ifthere
are qucstioas.

10. Next Meetiaa Raa ProYII!

ID. aloains the mcetin&. Ron PlOWlSt stated that the next meeting wlll be held on Febnwy IB, 1999
at Suuota, Florida .. part oftbl TIA m,etiaa.

4
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