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October 30, 1998

Ms. Magalia Roman Salas A12CI2II1I2D
Secretary, Federal Communications Commission NOV
Room 222 FEDFo.. ~ 3 7998
1919 M Street NW ) -~~Mu~C1n
Washington, D.C. 20554 -.r~OFTHE::r:,.,!SsIoN

Re: Ex Parte, In the Matter of CC Docket No. 98-163, 1998 Biennial Regulatory
Review -- Modifications to Signal Power Limitations Contained in Part 68 of the
Commission's Rules

Dear Ms. Salas:

This is to confirm that on October 16, 1998, the Telecommunications Industry
Association (TIA) participated in a meeting with Commission staff attorney Vincent
Paladini, Commission staff engineer Debra Harper, Commission staff engineer William
Howden, and Deputy Chief Blaise Scinto, Network Services Division, Common Carrier
Bureau, to discuss CC Docket No. 98-163, In the Matter of 1998 Biennial Regulatory
Review -- Modifications to Signal Power Limitations Contained in Part 68 of the
Commission's Rules.

Participating in the exchanges, in addition to Vincent Paladini, Debra Harper, William
Howden, and Blaise Scinto, were Ronald Provost of BUilding Industry Consulting
Services International, Charles Berestecky of Lucent Technologies, Roberta E. Breden,
TIA staff, and other industry representatives listed on the attached attendance roster,
on behalf of TIA.

The attached seven pages, which include a copy each of meeting minutes and the
previously referenced attendance roster are provided in connection with the meeting.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Roberta E. Breden

2500 Wilson Boulevard. Suite 300
Arlington, VA 22201-3834

703/907-7700 • FAX 703/907-7727
www.tiaonline.org

No. of Copies rac'd Dd::L
UstABCDE

Representing the telecommunications industry in ~
association with the Electronic Industries Association ~
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FCC and Indu.try Part 68 AcllnbUltratioa
Procedurea Ad Hoc Worki"l Group

October 16, 1998 Meed•• Hotel

1. Jatrodu'" Ron l'rovoltlGroup

RM Provoet opcud the 49111 FCC and ladustry Part 68 Admiuistratioa ProcedmIsAd.~
Waddal Group rnDIltiDa. Attendee. to the meetina were welcomed and an attendance list 15

auaehed. The foUowina items were discuaed at the meetin&.

2. WIleN W. Are ud Wh.... We Are ~oin. BiBHowclea

BiU HowcIeD diaoUNed FCC Part 61 appti,cation proa:ssma and the need tar a rcstruc:turiDa orthe
Nics. Tbe Mad for impJ'O'YiDa Part 61 application procenina and nalo~~ is being driVlla by
I!I8Ikel wiDdows for terminal eqllipmeat bCQOmioS shorter and the fUture introdllGbon of
Te1el;ommunicatiOft Certification Bodies (TCBs), Bill noted that the FCC is looking at improviDa
the proccssinc ofapplications with an-line fiJings since the curroat prOl:CSsiDI ofapproximately
3»000 IPpliQdiool annually i. manually i;nrensivc and resource dependI:nc. A more timely nlIpODlC

appcan to be possible with on-line filinS!i since approximately three weeks il DOW required to
pn')CCu applicad.DILS. Bill mc:ntionod~ with TCBI procCSliq applications in tha &lUfO. the
auta1tpr~Deeds to be improved. There~rs to be a need to review the cunent mle
struaure sin~ • given lubJect may be treated several places in the CFR and the Guide.

3. Rule Clarification

.) MarI',IM

Grollp

QucstiODI have sur&ceclas to whether wnninal equipment has to be re-re.iItered to be in
eompJianeo with the May 19, 1999 harmonization effective date. Chuck Bcrestee=ky Ibded that lDy
new equipment must meet the DeW rules; an)'dUna prior, ifthc product is cbaagcd, reqllires re
registration. Chu"k apRllod conc:em about requ irins massiw equipmcat changes. Roo Provost
noted that after a dato r.m1ain. equipment mull meet the new rules. Jolm Bipcs noted thal due to
abort product liD cycles. ifequipment i. wlncrable to low power (Type B) sul:SQJ. rc-regiltration
11 rcquirecl~ tome po., AIm Wride 5uucsted that the Nics need to be c10aler "nee the)' arc not
clear now. Bill HowdcD iodiQtcd that tho FCC i. looking iDro mi. item.

b) HAC LabeIiq RcquirenwatJ

Bill Howdea. inctieated that HAC JabeJiDa was not included in Urc Hannmi:mtioo. Order. He
indicated the October federal RcgisIQt may inclUde these requircsmcnts_

c) ADSLlXDSL

Ron Pro~ost asked ifADSUXDSL 2$ ciovcred under Part 68. Is a pulse temJ)lato required.? II
encoded analoa CODteDt applicable? It W., not=<! that the: relaxation of'Part 68 sip power
requirements is the I\Ibject ofa~ fCC llulcmaJdng. Trone Bishop ind~ 1ba'c appeat'I
to be .. need tbr oortain limita co prevcaf interference of'next .eaeration equipment. Chuck
8enIstccky noted that sJpal power n:rq~iremeutl arc complex and that ICfttitive ~ees may haw
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to be ox.clucted Uom ;ortain bU1der grollps"oD an administrative basil. It was nocccl that sllbloop
unbundliDs is the Nbject of active discuss~on in me Section 706 FCC~.

BWHowden

Bill Howden di.tributed to the Group a list ofPart 61 Frequently Asked Questions(Q) and
RespoDsc.(R.) (1Uacbecl). Disawion ensUed on the belt method lO address Pan 6& rdatcd
~DI1I that Bill enc;oumoB. Bill indicated that quoations in the handout are reprcsenladve cf
q~ typioaJly asked aod resources a~ required fA) provide the proper respouses. He fUrther
notod that NIe clarification aad Guide restructure may be a way to Itart. Alan Wride mentiaac:d
f'omria& TR41.9 IU1xxIDmiu-s to addrcd. both tedmical and administrative quesUOIII. It was
~ thai this type at information mieJtt be appropriate tor 1he FCC or TIA to poal em their
Wob Ii.. :..

5. AdmiaillratM Issues

.) AppHcation Addres. Dlt&bue

BlOBo_deII

•
Bill Howden noted there ate thousands ofta.ords in the Application Address darabase 1hM may
require updatins. Conam was expressed:.bout how this misttt bo KCOIIlp1isbocl.

~
b) 730 Applicltion Guide Revision

\

It was IUgested that mombenl ofthis Gro~p review the 730 Guide aDd prcwide sugestions for
revtsion at the p~xt meeting. Bill Howden:indicau:d that tho April 1998 version of the Guide had
been rcproc;ealod and is on the FCC Wtb.

c) Telt Lab Oatabue

Jim HalmcI noted the test lab bas an acti~ database with namee on file.

d) Indmry CanldaflPCC App~ctdOD Hannonization

Claude Beaudoin reviewed the Industry clnadalFCC Application Hamtonization effort and
indicated lbat the proposal i$ awaitina approval. .He n*d that conific:ation bodies will be vllna
Uae aamo bm. '

e) DeliaitloDi

BilJ Howdea sugated that we neal to be Careful Uiing terms thai we don't cIcflnc (e.g.• tennina1
equipmenc definition). There was discusslon on earryinl over the dcfmition sectiOn of the Guide to
hlt6S.

I) Future orRqistndion DllllllJue

The future otthe rcaisVa1ion databaso was di!cusscd and how it might be streamlined. The
d~ if appro3imalcl)' eight YCZ1TS old. ,With me advent ofTCBs, dlis issue is bcc;amina
incrQlin&ly important. On-line re&istratio~ was 8Ussested as a possibility for etarabase updates

TOTAL P.01
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with~~ beina an iJSUe. 1bere appears to be imcrcst in baviDg internet~ to the........
6. ElectrODlc ..... JimHahnes

Jim HabDc8 preseutecl a proposal for the .tbctronie filing ofFCe Pan 68 app~tiona for telephone
regiwatiOll (see auaeJunent). The proposal includes developing a syatem bued OIl the fCC
equipment authorimtion system with FCC,Fonn 730.being fillcd-out o~-line ..A ~C~ Part" ..
rqistratioD number VtIQllld. be received at the conclUSIon ofthe elcctronlo appllQUOft '1Iplold .
The FCC fee fom would be printable at tJlc ¢Oftcluaion ofthc application up..l~. A.dvIIDtap of
elec:tCOIIic tiJiDas include lesl errors, less paperwork, easier to maiDtain tteOtds, and tM FCC
rcferaICC rocrm can bo "on-line." In conc1udins, Jim mentioned additional requests that coincide
widt clec:uonic filinp include doinJ away.with "notice appllcatiODl" just U) add modeImunbers
and .uowma gI'IIIhle to "update" database by &delinS new number.

7. TIA TR41.' Update AhnWride

Abn Wride listed TR41 ,9 adivi~es for the year including:
• Tho Part 61 biaDnUal Rminar held iJfFcbruary
• TSB3I-B Part 61 Rationale and Mouurement Guidelines illsued in February
• Compilation of aD errata shec:t amending CO inlplerncnt.cd payphonc to provide tcdInioal
~ ,

• ADSL requirements relaDll8 to the New Technologies proccedilll including a FCC aeries of
rouadIablcs "

• TR.41.9 fn:rmulatina~ for the Signal Power NPRM
• TR41.9 takilll a more responsive rgle involvina 8ill', questiOlll

CIutdc Bcestecky, TR.41 Chair, mentioned that he is IookiI1l a.t how TR.41.9 operates and how it
re1ates to ENe regulations. He noted there would p"~ibly bel lealipncnl of~ within
1141. H. proposed that the Ad Hoc Group bec:omt part ortbct TR.41 meetinp. 1'henl WM
qrcemem widl Cbuc:k's proposal and this Group will now meel quarterly dUIin& the TR41 resuJar
meed.., beginniaa in Febnwy 1999. ,.

I. Replatory RevIew ViD~ent PaI.dini

Vincent Paladini discussed ongoing Conlmissian activities related to Pan 68. He noted the fCC
bas·inhJamd 8 1998 biennial regulatory ~vicw involvins 34 proceec:linp. The: CommiuiOG iI
ancmptina to detennine whicla regulations are no lonaer neccssaJ)' and plans to repeal or modify
chose unnecessary regulations. TIle Notioo ofPropoted Rulemakina involving 56 kllobil.8 per-
second modems Is included with the FCC lOoking at relaxing the sipal power limiiaDODf containod
in Part 61. IDcIuded in the review is thDOftice of EnaineerinB aod Technology streunlining otPart
15 ,.h:~nen". Vincent further DOted that the FCC i. in the proeen ofdetermining what chanset
arc aoceuazy to iJDplarnent Mutual JlecOinitionAsr~q (MRAs). An exterior time limit
means chat Iilbanges in Part 68 have to be done quickly to matdl the MRAs. Vincent conc1udod by
mentioning that there iii an additional RulemakiDg on ollCtronic filing.,

!
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l' (,l!l..5':ll!l' (' ('(~. ('

Carol Matz stressed 1hat inside wire is the weakest link in the~ aDd that Be1JSoutb has
continued to urge Commission aotion an the BleSI Petition. Carol emphasized that the problan is
C(lIIIinuiDa10 fP1W and that IUbltandard 'firini is a national problenL Tho Petition bas beG
pc:ndj.cJI tor some time and there appears to be suppon from other panieI.uch u GTE, Bell
Atlantic, aDd 11A lor the PCC adoption ata wire quality alandard.

IDdustry McctiDp

1be Group exptellCd • nood for~FCC Part 68 Industry Meetinp. The IDduttry
Meecinp are a forum for me discussion otccchnoloaiea1 ancl ind~ illUeS related wPM 68.
BiD Von Ahm pJeYiousl)' conducted these mcctinp at the FCC. BiD Howden apeed to oontinuc
thcec mcctinp. '

J'ieIcI Triall

Abn Wride mentioned that at the last TR41.9 meeting a n<:cd for more formal field trial PJ'O"dures
was requested. TR41.9 brouabl up !be need to combine the tClclmi~marketiDl upocts of the;
mal. Ahn iDdiOlltOd there arc problems at times in coordinating field trials due 10 cbaDpl in
penoaacl .... difBcultics in makina tlw appropriate con~lI. Fittkl Trial CoordinaIon CbriI&iDe
HuilaDd Jimmy Salinu emphuized that they are foIIowina htabJiMed field trial prOGGduru with
several trial. cunently underway.

ACCCII Board SectIon 155

Erik Hansson. reminded th6 Group that the Aeeess Board SediCllD 255 rcq~ircmcnrs iDcludG
tclC(X)1'J1munications cquipmem d18t il uacd by pwplt: wilh disabilities. He further stated that dlo
Access Board next meets in Novcmbor and has six months to write standardl. Robot1a BR1dao
notc;d that the requiremcnta ftpply to equipment and software ac;quisitionsby FedeW Ageoclcs.
She further stated that thi. proceedina il on fiut track and to contact Grant Seiffert at llA iftbere
a~ qucstioas.

10. Next Meetilll RDDPrOYOIl

In clDlIna the mcetina. Ron Provost stated that the next meeting wiD be held on Febnwy 11. 1999
at. Saruota, Florida AI pan arthe TIA m,etias.

4

TOTAL P.12I2
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