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October 30, 1998

Ms. Magalie Roman Salas
Secretary, Federal Communications Commission
Room 222
1919 M Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

TElECOMMUNICATIONse

"TIA
INDUSTRYASSOCIATION

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

PiE:C:£IVED

NOV - 3 1998

Re: Ex Parte, In the Matter of CC Docket No. 88-57, Review of Sections 68.104 and
68.213 of the Commission's Rules Concerning Connection of Simple Inside
Wiring to the Telephone Network, and RM-5643, Petition for Modification of
Section 68.213 of the Commission's Rules filed by the Electronic Industries
Association

Dear Ms. Salas:

This is to confirm that on October 16, 1998, the Telecommunications Industry
Association (TIA) participated in a meeting with Commission staff attorney Vincent
Paladini, Commission staff engineer Debra Harper, Commission staff engineer William
Howden, and Deputy Chief Blaise Scinto, Network Services Division, Common Carrier
Bureau, to discuss CC Docket No. 88-57, In the Matter of Review of Sections 68.104
and 68.213 of the Commission's Rules Concerning Connection of Simple Inside Wiring
to the Telephone Network, and RM-5643, Petition for Modification of Section 68.213 of
the Commission's Rules filed by the Electronic Industries Association.

Participating in the exchanges, in addition to Vincent Paladini, Debra Harper, William
Howden, and Blaise Scinto, were Ronald Provost of Building Industry Consulting
Services International, Charles Berestecky of Lucent Technologies, Roberta E. Breden,
TIA staff, and other industry representatives listed on the attached attendance roster,
on behalf of TIA.

The attached seven pages, which include a copy each of meeting minutes and the
previously referenced attendance roster are provided in connection with the meeting.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Roberta E. Breden

2500 Wilson Boulevard • Suite 300
Arlington, VA 2220t-3834

703/907-7700 • FAX 703/907-7727
www.tiaonline.org
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Representing the telecommunications industry in ~
assoCiation with the Electronic Industries Association ®
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FCC and Industry Part 68 AdmhUitratioll
Proceduru Ad Hoc WoriQ". Group

Odober 16, 1'" MeetiDI Notel

Rill' 'rovoltlGroap

ROIl Provost opcacd the 49dl FCC and Industry Pan 68 Admiaiatratioa ProceduresAd.~
Woddas Group meetiDa. Attendect to the meetina were wdcomed and an attendance list IS

auarW. The foUowing items were discuaed at the meerin&.

2. WIlen We Are ud Where We Are Goin. Bill Heawclta

BiU Howdoa diacUNed. FCC Part 6& apPlication p","ssin; and the need for a rcstruc:luriDa oldie
N1es. noMad for impnwma Part 61 applitation pnxeuina and nalo ItnI*re it being driWII by
markel 'WiDdcws i'or tenninal equiprntl2l beeQminS shorter and the future introdu~gft of
Te~UDieationCertification Bodies (TCBs). Bill noted that the FCC is looking at improviDa
the proccssin£ ofapplications with on-liM fiJings ~nce the currcot processing ofappR'Ximatdy
3~OOO applic;ationt annually iJ manually inrenaivc and resource depeDd&:nt. A man: timely MJ)QI1SC

appears to be possible with on-line filing~ since approximateb' three weaks il DOW required to

proccu applica1ions. BUllllC:lltionod that with TCBI proCCSlinl applications in tha tuture. the
amcntpr~, aeeds to be improved. There appears to be a need to review the currenr mle
stru=rc sinco. given subject may be trCated severa) places in the CfR and the Guide,

3. ~ Oarificatioft

.) May J9, 1999

Group

Questions have mJrfaeed as to whether tenninal equipment has to be re-relistered to be in
oomplian~ with the May 19. 1999lwmonizalion effective dau:. Cbuck Bcrestacky staWd that aur
new equipment must meet the new rules; anythina prior, if the product is c:baaged. requires re­
registration. Chu"k expreuod concom about requirins mu.h'e equipmcat chanps. Roo Provost
noted that after a dato r.crtain. oqwpment mull meet tho new rules. Jolm Bipes noted thai due to
abort product li.& cycles. ifequipment i. vulnerable to low power (Type B) aursea. rc-registration
is required. at IOJDC pod. AIm Wride SUiRC5ted that. the rules Peed to be dearer "JICC they are not
dim DOW. Sill HowdcD indicated that tho FCC i. JookinS into rbi. item,

b) HAC Labclial Requirements

Bill Howdea indicared that HAC labeling was not included in the HannonizaIioo. Order. He
indicated the Oc;tobcr Federal Resister may include these requiruments.

t) ADSLlXDSL

Roo Pro~ost 83kcd ifADSUXDSI..i$ covered under Part 68. Is a pulse tempJa%e requir=? II
encoded malo. OODteot applicable? It wu nott:d that the relaxation ofPart 68 signal power
requirements is the subject ofa pending FCC Ilulcmaldng. Trone Bishop ind~ tbaeap~
to be a need fbr QOI'bIift limits U) prevent interferaIce ornext 8eneRtion equipment. Chuck
Berastccky nated that sianal power Rlquiremcucs are cornpk."X and thAt Jenlitive lCt'Vic:es may haw
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10 be CWiluded tiwD certainb~&loops' on an administrative basis. It was nocecl that subloop
lUlbundliDB is 1he INbjeet of active discussion in the Section 706 FCC proc:eedina.

Bill Howden

Bill HOwden distributed to the Group a list ofPart 68 Frequently Asked Questions(Q) and
RespoaIeI(JQ (BUacbed). Disawion ensUed on the belt method lO address Pan 68 rdatccl
~ODI that BiU ens:ownon. Bill indica=l that qlle3tions in the handout are represenwtve ()(
q\MltioDl typioaDy asbrl aad resourCCl ali: required to provide the propa- rcspouses. He further
notod that NI. clarification lad Guide rcftructure may be a way to Itart. Alan Wride mentiClDCd
fonniua TR41.9 auIxxlmmiu.es to addresS both tedmical and administratne questiOlW. It was
IU....-s tbalthis type of information miaJtt be appropriate tor Ihe FCC or TIA to POlt OD their
W••itel.

BlOHowa

.) Applicldion Acldreu DItII».

Bill Howden noted there ate thousands or fe&;ords in the Application Address database thai may
require updatins. CoDcem was expres.cd:about how thi' might~ ~lisbed.

~

It was.ugeIted 1ha! 'I1VI1bers ofthis Group review the 730 Guide aDd prO\lide SUB8OIbons for
revision at the pel« meeurII. Bill Howden :indic:auxl that tho April 1998 version of the Guide had
been rcprwea.ed and is on the fCC Wrj,.

c) Telt Lab Dat.buc

Jim HabDcI noted me test lab has Aft active dAtabase with namet on file.

d) ludustl')' Canad.nrCC App~cadOD Hanaonization
I

Claude Beaudoin reviewed the Industry canada/FCC Application Hannonization effort and
indicated that the proposal is awaitiaa approval. He oO(cd tbat certification bodies will be using
thcAlllObm. .

e) DefialtloDl

BiDHo~ SIIJF*d that we need to be careful u5ing lelTJll thar we don't deflnc (e.g.• renninaJ
cquipmenc definition). There WII discussion on earryins over the definition sectiOn ofthc Guide to
Parc6l.

I) Futun ofRtaiStndon Database

The fUture of the rceistralion databaso was di!cusscd and how it rrtigbt be streamlined. The
dltabaK iI appro~lyeight years old. ·With me advent ofTCBs. rJlis issue is~
incrcuD1&ly importaDt. On-line resistratio~ wu 8u~cdas a possibility for da.r.abasc updates

TOTAL P.I2I1
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with~ beinS aD issue. '1bGre appears to be intereSt in baviD& ioterMt ac.cess to the.....
Jim Hahnes

Jim Ha1mct presented a proposal for the o~onic filins ofFCC Part 68 applications for telephone
regiltnltioa (see attaeluMnt). The proposal includes de~cloping a syItem.based on the fCC
equipmcot autboriution system with FCC'Fonn 730.bemg t\l1cd~t o~-1ine ..A~C~ Part 68"
rcaistration number would be rcc=elved at the COQCluslon of the electronic apphc:auon 'upload .
The FCC ftc fom would be printable at the conclusion ofthe application up-load. AdvaDtaeea of
elec=&rooic fiHD&s include less errors. less paperwork, easier to maiDlain records. and tho FCC
rcCeraK:c roam can~ "on-line," In conc1udins. Jim mentioned additional requests that coincicM
widt clecUoDic filinp include doina away with ~'nocice applicatiODl" just to add model numbers
and aUowiIJa granIOe to "update" database by adding new number.

7. TIA YR4l.' Update AhnWride

Abn Wride listed TJUl.9 activities for the year including:
• T1Io Part 61 biaDnual aeminar held iJlFcbruary
• TSB31-B 'art 68 Rationale and Mouurement Guidelines illued in February
• Compilalioo of aD errata sheet amanding CO implt=rnenbld payphOllC to provide tedtnioal

~
• ADSL J'a{Uircments relating to theN~ Technolosies proceedirll including a FCC series of

Rl'P'rlteb1cs
• TR41.9 formuIaIins~ for the Signal Pow;r NPRM
• TR41.9 takilll a more responsive role involving Bill's questiOlll

Chudc BcrestedcyJ T1l41 Chair. mentioned that be is lookifIIJ at how TR41.9 operates and bow it
reIaUss to ENe replalions. He noted then; would ~uibly bo lealipmc:nl of ~rnmittCOIwithin
1'R. 41. He proposed that the Ad Hoc Group become part ofthe TIl41 meetinp. There W8I

qrccmeur widl Chuck"s proposal and this Group will now mcel quanerty durins the TR41 resuIar
mood.. bc:sinninI in Fcbnwy 1999.

ViDrent PaI.dini

ViAccDt PaJadiDi discussed ongoing Commission activities related to Pan 68, He noted the FCC
has·inhJated 8 1998 biennial regulatory review involving 34 prooeedinp, The CornmiaaiOD it
attemptiD& to determine whiCh regulations are no lonser necessary and plans to repeal or modify
diose unnccc:saary- regulallons. The Notice ofProposcd Rulemaking involving ~6 kllobil.l pee
second modems is included with the FCC lOoking at relaxing the sipaJ power linUia&iont COftta.iIlcd
in Part 61. Included in the review is the Office of Engineering and 'Technology streamlining of Part
15 rcquire:menQ. ViDcent further noted that the FCC i. in the procesl ofdetermining what changes
arc DOClCUBIy to impJIrnent Mutual ~snjtion Asrc:cmcnl$ (MRAt). An exterior time limit
mc:ane dtat~es in Part 68 have to be done quickly to match the MRAs. Vincent concluded by
mcntionlnS that there is an additional RuJemaking on electronic filinS.'

3
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BICSJ Pedtioa

Carol MaIz stressed that inside wire is the weakest link in the nctWOdt and that BeUSouth bas
continued to u:tp Commission action 011 the BleSI Petition. Carol emphasized that the problem is
~iD8 to fPZW IDd that IUbltandard wir'ifIi is a national problellL The Petition has beeD
pc:ucIiIw for some time and tberc appears to be suppan from other partie. such u GTE, Bell
All-uric, aDd 11A b the PCC adoption ata wire quality standard.

IDduitry MectiDp

Tbe Group expreued .1l00d for cont~fCC Part 68 Industry Meetinp. The Indunry
Meeti.~ a forum for tile cliscussioD ofteehnolQlica1 and industry i.1UeS related to Pan 68.
BiD Von Atvaa pJeViousl)' conducted these rneetinp at the FCC. Bill Howden agreed to continue
theIc mcctinp.

Jl'ieId Tri...

Ahn. Wride mentioned that at the last TR41.9 meeting a nwd for more forma) field trial protedures
wu requested. TR41.9 brouabl up !be need to combine the tochnical/marketing upects of the
uial. Aha jndi_ed !here ata problems at times in coordinating field trials due 10 cbaDpl in
penoaad and difIkuJtica In makina tlwllPpropriate con~lI. Filltld Trial Coordinaton Chriltioe
HutfaDd Jimmy Salinu emphMlzed that they are foUowina eltabmhcd field trial prOGGduru with
several trial. ~urTently underway.

Accea Bo'" SectIon 255

Brik Haasson remiftdOd 1M Group that tho Access Board Sectigo 255 reql.lircmcnu iDcl~

telecommunications equipment that a. uacd by pooplt: with disabilities. He funber stated that the
Access Board next meets in Novcmbor and has six months to write standards. Robcrca BIGdm
noted that the requiremcntl apply to equipment and software lUOquisitionsby Fedelill Ageocics.
She further stated thaE thi. procecdina i. Oft fast track and to contact Grant Seiffert at llA ifthere
aro qucstioas.

10. Next MeetiaI ROD PrOvOII

In closlll8 the rncc:tirl,i.IlOD Pro"OSt stated that the next mcetblg wiD be held on Febnwy 11. 1999
.t. Suuota, Florida II part olthe TtA~.

4
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