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Larry D. Perry, Esquire
11464 Saga Lane
Knoxville, TN 37931-2819

Re: Request for Waiver of the Regulatory
Fee

Radio Station WTNN
Fee Control # 9709158835319002
Fee Paid: $200

Dear Mr. Perry:

This is in response to the request for waiver and reduction of
the Fiscal Year 1997 regulatory fee filed on behalf of AM Radio
Station WI'NN, Farragut, Tennessee, licensed to 670 Inc. WI'NN was
assessed a regulatory fee of $1,200 for coverage of over 761,000
people as a Class D AM Station. You submitted a fee payment of
$200. WTNN's principals argue that they cannot afford the full
fee, that they operate the station with one part-time employee,
and that they sell few commercials and operate at a loss. In
support of the request, you included a copy of 670 Inc. 's 1996
Income Tax Return.

In establishing its regulatory fee program, the Commission
recO$llized that in certain instances payment of a regulatory fee
may lmpose an undue financial hardship upon a licensee. Thus,
the Corrmission decided to grant waivers or reductions of its
regulatory fees in those instances where a "petitioner presents a
compelling case of financial hardship." lrrq;)lementation of
section 9 of the Communications Act, 9 FCC Rcd 5333, 5346 (1994).

In determining whether a licensee has established a compelling
case of financial hardship, the commission relies upon the
regulatee's cash flow, as opposed to the entity's profits.
Although deductions for amortization and de~reciation, which do
not affect cash flow, and payments to princlpals, reduce gross
income for tax purposes, those deductions represent money which
is available to pay the regulatory fee.

The tax return indicates that WINN made a small profit. The
station's ~sitive cash flow was further enhanced by a deduction
for deJ?reclation. Under these circumstances 670 Inc. has not
establlshed a compelling case of financial hardship.

Accordingly, the $1,000 unpaid balance of the FY 1997 regulatory
fee is now due. That fee should be filed together with a Fo:rm
FCC 159 (copy enclosed) within 30 days from the date of this
letter.
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If you have any questions concerning the regulatory fees, please
call the Chief, Fee Section, at (202) 418-1995.

Sincer;~"M~~J-
~~t~i{eran

Acting Associate Manasing
Director for Operatlons

Enclosure
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Larry D. Perry
11464 saga Lane • Knoxville, TN 37931-2819 • Telephone (423) 927-8474 • Fax (423) 927-4912

September 1. 1997

Secretary
Federal CODlIDunlcations Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: WTNN (AM)--FARRAGUT. TENNESSEE--REGULATORY FEE WAIVER
REQUEST _~---------"'-

Good Morning:

Enclosed please FCC Form 159 and a check in the amount of $200 herewith
filed on behalf of 670. Inc. (WTNN) licensee of AM broadcast station WfNN
located in Farragut Tennessee. Note that the $200 amount and the attached
form includes a Waiver of Regulatoxy Fee request.

Should you have any questions concerning this matter. please '10n;t hesitate
to contact this office.

cc: Mr. Ken Crosthwait. WfNN

LP/eb



REGULATORY FEE WAIVER REQUEST

September 1. 1997

Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
Washington. D.C.

Dear Mr. Secretary:

WfNN operates a small AM station in Farragut Tennessee a little west of
KnoXVille. Tennessee. The staticn is ocerated h". +.he Pu~lic h~ie;"~st with a
large portion of its broadcast time being devoted to Public Service
Announcements and Public Affairs programs. We sell very few commercials
and consequently operate at a loss.

My wife and I and one part time person run the station to save money and
really haven't taken any money out of the operation in some time. We are
both retired and use the station to provide our listeners with programs that
are not heard on some of the larger stations that broadcast from over in
KnoXVille.

We want to pay our fair share of the regulatory fee. but we simply can't afford
a large fee. Therefore, we are paying the best we can at the present. $200
as in Group 10 along with this request.

To show the Commission that we are operating in the red, if you include any
salaries. I am attaching a copy of our tax return for last year. On December
31, 1996, we had exactly $50.00 in the bank.

In any event. I would appreciate your consideration for this waiver request
and I will be happy to answer any question that you or your staff may have.

Thank you for your time anc;, consideration.
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Payment Transactions Detail Report
BY: FEE CONTROL NUMBER

Date: 10/16/97

Fee Control
Number

9709158835319002

Payor
Name

WTNN

13206 BUTIERMILK RD

Account
Number

FCC2000504

Received
Date

09/15/97

Trans Payment
Code Type

KNOXVILLE TN 37932

Payment Callsign
Payment Current Seq Type Other Applicant
Amount Balance Num Code Quantity Id Name

$200.00 $200.00 1 MGJ7 1 WTNNAM 670lNCWTNN

lotal 1

Page 1 of 1

Applicant Bad
Zip Check

37932

Detail
Amount

$200.00 1

~u;uo

PMT



OFACEOF
MANAGING DIRECTOR

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Washington, D. C. 20554

Apr ill 7, 1998

Kevin P. Latek, Esquire
Dow, LOhnes & Albertson
1200 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W.
Suite 800
Washington, D.C. 20036-6802

Re: Fee Control # 9712308350308002

Dear Mr. Latek:

This will respond to your request for refund of the fees
submitted on behalf of American Radio Systems License Corp.
("ARSLC") , licensee of WMYF (AM), Exeter, New Harrpshire, and

WZNN(AM) , Rochester, New Hampshire, in connection with the
supplement it filed to the stations· assignment application.

The Commission's rules do not s~ecify a fee for a sup~lement or
amendment to an assignment appllcation. Indeed, sectlon
1.1109(d) of the Commission's rules, 47 C.F.R. § 1.1109(d)
provides that an additional fee will not be assessed when an
application is resubmitted with additional or corrected
information, "unless the additional information results in an
increase of the original fee amount." Because the supplement or
amendment did not result in an increase in the original fee
amount (L.e......-, did not require a long fo:rm assignment application
to supplement a previously filed short form assignment
application), an additional fee was not required. .cL.-~
Decisions of the Managing Director (EBR Communications Systems.
Inc.), 6 FCC Rcd 7057, 7076 (1991). Under the circumstances,
refund of the filing fee is appropriate. ~ 47 C.F.R.
§ 1.1113 (a) (1) .

Accordingly, your request is granted. A check, made payable to
the maker of the original check and drawn in the amount of
$1,380.00, will be sent to you at the earliest practicable time.
If you have any questions concerning this refund, please contact
the Chief, Fee Section, at (202) 418-1995.

Sincerely,

W. L~ ;;,e.
Thomas M. Holleran
Acting Associate Mana9ing

Director for Operatlons



ORIGINALPLLC

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Q7/;J. 3ot35030foo d

Dow, LOHNES & ALBERTSON,

KEVIN P. LATE~
DIRECT DIAL 202·776·2594

klat r k@dlala ... (;om

WASHINGTON, D.C.

1200 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE, N.W.. SUITE 800· WASHINGTON. D.C. 20036·6802

TELEPHONE 202· 776·2000 • FACSIMILE 202·776·2222

ONE RAVINIA DRIVE· SUITE I 600

ATlANTA, GEORGIA 30346·2108

TELEPHONE 770· 90 1· 8800

FACSIMILE 770·901·8874

February 13, 1998

VIA HAND DELIVERY
RECEIVED

fEB 13 1998
Mr. Andrew S. Fishel
Managing Director
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 852
Washington, DC 20544

ATTN: Stop Code 1100

FtderaJ Communica1ionl Comml6lloft
0Ilce of SemIaIy

-.,
r,· i --"';;-1
Cool .1

, ;

Re: WMYF(AM), Exeter, New Hampshire
WZNN(AM), Rochester, New Hampshire
Request for Refund of Fee Tendered in Connection with
Amendment to Application for Assignment of License

: '1

Dear Mr. Fishel:

On behalfofAmerican Radio Systems License Corp. (nARSLcn), we hereby request a
refund ofa filing fee submitted in connection with a minor amendment filed December 29, 1997
to supplement the application for the assignment of the licenses for WMYF(AM), Exeter, New
Hampshire, and WZNN(AM), Rochester, New Hampshire, from ARSLC to Capstar
Broadcasting Partners, Inc. (See FCC File Nos. BAL-971128GI and BAL-971128GJ,
respectively).

On October 24, 1997, the shareholders of American Radio Systems Corporation
("American"), the corporate parent ofARSLC, filed an application seeking FCC consent to a
transfer of control of American to CBS Corporation (formerly, Westinghouse Electric Corp.)
(nCBS"). (See FCC File Nos. BTC-971024Al et seq.) On December 29, 1997, ARSLC filed a
minor amendment to the above-referenced application that reflected the proposed transfer.

Despite the minor nature of the amendment, however, the filing inadvertently included a
check drawn on the account of Infinity Broadcasting Corporation's check (number 970002221)
and made payable to the FCC in the amount of$I,380.00. (A copy of this check is enclosed.)
Because filing fees are not charged for the submission of minor amendments, we request that the
Commission provide a full refund of the erroneously tendered fee by issuing a check made
payable to "Infinity Broadcasting, Inc." in the amount of$I,380.00. We will then forward the
check to Infinity Broadcasting, Inc. upon receipt.



Mr. Andrew S. Fishel
February 13, 1998
Page 2

Thank you for your attention to this matter. Please direct any questions regarding this
request to me at (202) 776-2594.

Very truly yours,

&/J.I/~~
(/ Kevin P. Latek

Enclosure

cc: Nancy L. Wolf, Esquire
Michael B. Milsom, Esquire



Payment Transactions Detail Report
BY: FEE CONTROL NUMBER

Date: 3/17/98

Fee Control
Number

9712308350308002

Payor
Name

INFINITY BROADCASTING CORPORAT

1200 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVE NW

SUITE 800

Account
Number

FCC2050598

Received
Date

12/29/97

WASHINGTON DC 20036

Payment Callsign
Payment Current Seq Type Other Applicant Applicant Bad Detail Trans p~ment
Amount Balance Num Code Quantity Id Name Zip Check Amount Code ype

$1,380.00 $1,380.00 1 MPR 1 WMYFAM AMERICAN RADIO SYSTEMS CORPORA 02116 $690.00 1 PMT

$1,380.00 $1,380.00 2 MPR 1 WZNNAM AMERICAN RADIO SYSTEMS CORPORA 02116 $690.00 1 PMT

lotal 2 $1,380.00

Page 1 of ~
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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Washington, D. C. 20554

April 9, 1998
OFFICE OF
MANAGING DIRECTOR

Christine J. Newcomb, Esquire
Dow, Lohnes & Albertson
1200 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W.
Suite 800
washington, D.C. 20036-6802

Re: Fee Control # 9802268195050003

Dear Ms. Newcomb:

This will respond to your request for refund of the fee filed on
behalf of ARE Acquisition II, Inc. (liARS II"), licensee of
KKMJ-FM, Austin, Texas, in connection with its amendment to the
station's pending minor modification application.

The Commission's rules do not specify a fee for an amendment to a
minor modification application. Indeed, section 1.1109(d) of the
Commission's rules, 47 C.F.R. § 1.1109(d) provides an additional
fee will not be assessed when an application is resubmitted with
additional or corrected information, "unless the additional
info:rmation results in an increase of the original fee amount."
Because the amendment did not result in an increase in the
ori~inal fee amount (L.e...., did not transform the minor
modification application into a major modification application),
an additional fee was not required. ~ Fee Decisions of the
Managing Director (PER COmmunications Systems. Inc.), 6 FCC Rcd
7057, 7076 (1991). Under the circumstances, refund.of the filing
fee is appropriate. see 47 C.F.R. § 1.1113(a) (1).

Accordingly, your request is granted. A check, made payable to
the maker of the original check and drawn in the amount of
$690.00, will be sent to you at the earliest practicable time.
If you have any questions concerning this refund, please contact
the Chief, Fee Section, at (202) 418-1995.

~c:!,e;:u J-
~::::1fll~~

Acting Associate Mana~ing
Director for Operatlons



Dow. LOHNES & ALBERTSON. PLLC

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

WASHINGTON, D.C.

1200 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUIl, N.W, • SUITE 800 • WASHINGTON. D.C. 20036·6802

TIlLEPHONE 202·776·2000 . FACSIMILE 202·776·2222

ORIGINAL
ONE RAVINJ A DRrvE . SUITE 1600

"TUm". GEORGIA 30346,2108

TELEPHONE 770,90[,8800

F"CS[MILE 770·901·8874

March 11, 1998

VIA HAND DELIVERY
Mr. Andrew S. Fishel
Managing Director
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street. N.W.• Room 852
W~ngton.D.C.20544

AnN: Stop Code 1100

Re: KKMJ-FM, Austin, Texas
Request for Refund of Fee Tendered in Connection with
Amendment to Minor Modification Application

Dear Mr. Fishel:

On behalf of ARS Acquisition II. Inc. (liARS II"). licensee of KKMJ-FM, Austin,
Texas, we hereby request a refund of a filing fee submitted on February 25, 1998, in
connection with the amendment to the station's pending minor modification application.

Because this was an amendment to a minor modification application, no filing fee was
required. Despite this fact. a check (number 69743) drawn on the account of Dow, Lohnes &
Albertson and made payable to the Federal Communications Commission in the amount of
$690.00 was inadvertently enclosed with this application. (A copy of this check is enclosed.)
As a result, we request that the Commission provide a full refund of the erroneously
submitted fee by issuing a check made payable to "Dow, Lohnes & Albertson" in the amount
of $690.00.

Please let me know if you have any questions regarding this matter.

Sincerely yours.

C?b~ Q~cOW'b
Christine J. Newcomb*

Enclosure

cc: Michael B. Milsom, Esquire (by ARS Pouch)
Kevin P. Latek, Esquire

•Admitted in Maryland



Payment Transactions Detail Report
BY: FEE CONTROL NUMBER

Date: 3/17/98

Fee Control Payor Account Received
Number Name Number Date

9802268195050003 DOW LOHNES & ALBERTSON FCC2022136 02125/98

1200 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVE NW

SUITE 800

WASHINGTON DC 20036

P?;ment Callsign
Payment Current Seq ype Other Appiicant
Amount Balance Num Code Quantity Id Name

$690.00 $690.00 1 MPR 1 KKMJFM ARS ACQUISITION II INC

lotil 1

Applicant
Zip

02116

Bad
Check

Detail
Amount

Trans Payment
Code Type

$690.00 1 PMT

~

Page 10'1



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Washington, D. C. 20554

April 9, 1998
OFACE OF
MANAGING DIRECTOR
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Mr. A. L. Pat Roberson
P.O. Box 2292
West Helena, AR 72390

Re: Request for Waiver of Regulatory Fee
Radio Station WS'IN-AM
Fee Control # 9710028835509008
Fee Paid: $1,200

Dear Mr. Roberson:

This is in response to your request for a waiver of Fiscal Year
(FY) 1997 regulatory fee for Radio Station WS'IN-AM, Somerville 1

Tennessee, licensed to Fayette County Broadcasting. You argue
that the regulatory fee creates a financial hardshi~ for the
station. You maintain that your income is insufficlent to pay
your expenses and that you have had to borrow money to repair the
station and keep it operating.

In establishing its regulatory fee program, the Commission
rec~ized that in certain instances payment of a regulatory fee
may lmpose an undue financial hardship upon a licensee. Thus,
the Conrnission decided to grant waivers or reductions of its
regulatory fees in those instances where a "petitioner presents a
cO'CT"pelling case of financial hardship." Implementation of
Section 9 of the Communications Act, 9 FCC Rcd 5333 1 5346
(1994), reconsideration granted 1 10 FCC Rcd 12759 (1995). The
Commission further held that regulatees can establish financial
need by sul:mitting:

[I]nformation such as a balance sheet and profit
and loss statement (audited, if available), a cash
flow projection . . . (with an explanation of how
calculated), a list of their officers and their
individual compensation, together with a list of their
highest paid employees 1 other than officers, and the
amount of their compensation, or similar information.

10 FCC Rcd at 12761-2762.

In determining whether a licensee has sufficient revenues to pay
its regulatory fees, the Commission relies upon a licensee's cash
flow, as opposed to the entity's profits. Thus, although
deductions for amortization and depreciation, which do not affect
cash flow 1 and payments to principals, reduce gross income for
tax ~urposesl those deductions also represent money which is
consldered to be available to pay the regulatory fee.



Mr. Roberson Page 2

In the absence of a~propriate documentation, you have failed to
establish a compelllng case of financial hardship. Therefore,
your request for waiver or reduction of the regulatory fee is
dismissed. However, in view of your allegations of financial
hardshi~, you may refile WS'IN's waiver request together with
approprlate supporting documentation within thirty days from the
date of this letter.

If you have any questions concerning the regulatory fees, please
call the Chief, Fee Section, at (202) 418-1995.

~
inCerelY j

/ 'dvf¥ey~~OL
Thomas M. I4'olleran
Acting Associate Manasing

Director for Operatlons



A.L. PAT ROBERSO:,
Po"t Office Box 2292
~Vest HdeHd. AR 72390

I'cdcrd: Colllimmi\.;atiafiS Commission
Washington. D.C. 20544

Dear sirs.

Rtf: WST1~- Al\1
SOT\'1ERVILLE. TN

\\ie r~spectfu~~ request a waver for WSTN -/\\1 in Somerville. TN. from the fee
"tated in t~e ~.h~~ ~.rediaRegulatory Fee publicatwn tor the fallowing reasons.

\VSnT A \1 j" ;l 500 watt directional station <lnd attempts to pruvide sep·ice to
Fii~ ";lk \",UUll(\ T";IUl";~S";';, appruximaid) 2.+.000 but ht:ill}' Jaily uf p~rSUIlS in SU1ll~1"\il1t:

and nearhy Oakland Tennessee who say the:." can not hear to their satis1action. even when
·~-v\:. krtovv that '"'C ar~ at pIUp~r po\,;er and ~ettillg5. Engineer~ c.unc.lude tm::. pn)bkm is due
to the directional limitations.

\\ e have operated the station on three ditterent occasions when the new buvers
'.';~r~ net abt·~ ';0 meet financial requirement!'. of the purchase and income wa!; not suffici'~nt

to meet expenses. Last buyer \va<; told b~' some within the ci~'''You wont last 6 montft<;".
he caDt'd me ~y!!hi.'l four months actually... income had reached up to 850.00 per month far
iJdow his expectations and even though he move 4.00 miles {() try it. and put in dedicated 6
rh,~ d.ay~ P~T wt?eL he saw no solution. with ti"teners saying, they cant hear it. even in
iO\\ n. :-'0 ile ba~Keli oui.

n~'fv" ~pci1i 1500.0(', Oft ru,el\ transmitter this past IfJunth... (bOHO\\it:d mOiJI::Y)

Ih...~~ ~~oo,oc il.... ~nginccTh,g bills on the desk

11~'...·~ sao.GO dQllar rent due

H~d 9001J.OO in ~~:p;:!l~e~ ( bcrrowed mone~;}repladng,mi~&ing, part~. w11';1'. \'.c taok
slauon back over in Dec of ~o to anempt to again provide servici: to the town and county.

Havt; expi:cteJ in..:ome ofonly 600.00 this munth. if they pay.

Y~s!.I.' \.vt: 1161\,.; 111uughi1l1any LUllt:.s. i~ ii \-\urt1l i£ a£ all "\\11)' Hoi dust: il JUWI1"

hut The city .. the counl:-' deservl:s a local radio sta11on ... and we have heen tt:\ing to keep it
guing. rLLASL~ rLLASL~ caned or grcat~~· reduce the fee proposed.

1
i



Small A~.1. ~lations !il:.e oun:. do not enjoy the i.'\terference free reception like that
or r I\'I sI3tions comours. even under the best ofconditions. It surely seems slfange tnat
nrm ', whp)1 rhr ajrw;lV{''' h:ln' mort' signals than e"ef. the cakuJation is heing considered on
Ih~ poi~nli<li iisieners (LIKE TI1ERE WERE ~~o OTHER STATIONS O}~ THE AIR)
when in fael the audience is de1uted tn its lowe~t. per station. than at any other time in
:J~iOl) ,

'~;C a1\:. but a small speck on the broadc.ast map. so umkrpowcrcd to the iu...po';;ing
gtants statIOn over the next hills...hut our proposed fee is over half what some ofthem are
pJ}~~g. Sa un~l,'e17 is the pl~1}·hig fielJ...PIe::se rcmo~'e this ur~:7ir burdensome tee from
us ...

lts heen up hiU for years and now with more regulation expenses it seems the hill
1,,<.:t ont "I1'f'OP1'
~J-_. 0 ..... · ·_·-'"':1'- ... ···

We alway" work tn be good citizens ann upright. and will bOITo'''' the money and
:-.euu iL to OJ;; timd}. but pleast;, GREATLY REDl~CE or ELThJD..'ATE ellis ab~ivc ft:.l;.

PLEA.SE IILLP SAVE THE E?\UAXGERLD SPECIES...THE S?\.lALL TOW~TS

l.OC AL RADIO STATION.



Payment Transactions Detail Report
BY: FEE CONTROL NUMBER

Date: 10/16/97

Fee Control
Number

9710028835509008

Payor
Name

ROBERSON III, ALFRED L

PO BOX 2292

Account
Number

FCC2047550

Received
Date

09/24/97

ll,ZUIJ:UU

WEST HELENA AR 72390

p~ment Callsign
Payment Current Seq ype Other Applicant
Amount Balance Num Code Quantity Id Name

$1,200.00 $1,200.00 1 MGE7 1 WSTN FAYETIE COUNTY BROADCASTING

lotal 1

Page 1 of,

Applicant Bad
Zip Check

38068

J

Detail
Amount

$1,200.00

Trans Payment
Code Type

PMT



SFPTF\ffiFR 17TH. 1997
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WSTX A\Jl RADIO STATION-. . L \--\ ..
Ff',/v l,<l:J-t,1i

POBOX 2292 '-
WEST HELE:\IA ARKA1'SAS 72390

FtDERAL CUl\'1""'-1U~lCATlO~SCOl\1l\l1SS10K
1919 ·~.r STREET
WASftl."'J'GTON D. C. 205~4

DEAR SIRS,

E>~CLOSED'We FRESE~"'l ORGL~AL AND THREE COPIES OF PETn'IO~ FOR

RLCO~'::SIDLRATiO~'; fOR TIIE CO~Th.llSSIO~.



Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICAnONS COMMISSION

\flJashington, D. C. 20554

in the Matter of )
)

FY '1997 Mass Media Regulatory Fees )
)

Assessment and Payment for '1997 FCC )
Po", ,'~tnr" J:ooc: ). "-::J-'_.-'} I ---

TO: The FuH Commission

.... ,.... ..... " 'L r.: .~. r
.~ '. \.._, "-' ~" ..' '." ,'! .

PETITION FOR RECONSIDERATION

A. L. Pat Roberson, iicensee 'WSTN-AM Somerville, TN, hereby

respectfuiiy request the FCC to reconsider and set aside the schedule of Mass

Media Reguiatory Fees, released August' •1997 and to grant other rei'leT as

aescrioed beiow. in support thereof, it is al'leged.

1. On fl.ugust 1, 1997 the Commission released a Public Notice

e~t\t!ed FY 1,997 ~JI.ass Media Regulatol"J fees. In the Public Notice, the FCC

purpc!"ts to assess fees based upon the class of station and the cO'lerage

d the stati,c(",. Se\!eral smaH AM broadcasters, induding myself, ha\!e been

shocked to find the fees have been increased as much as 400% over the fees

payable i.(", f.,sea! year 1996.

2. The undersigned has lOOKed into the matter and it appears

that the FCr: has miscal,culated the populations sel"Jed by AM broadcast



stations, and in particuiar, AM broadcast stations situated near urbanized areas.

Section 73.182(d) of the Commission's Rules and Regulations provides that

"the ground wave signai strength required to render principal service is 2mv/m

for communities with popuiation of 2500 or more and 0.5 mv/m for communifles

with popuiations of less than 2500." Pursuant to that requirement, populabons

situated in urbanized areas and/or communities of 2500 population or more

must be excluded in calculating the population which is 'Inside an AM staflon's

0.5 mv/m contour. it appears, however that in calcuiating coverage for the

purpose of assessing a regulatory fee the Commission has overlooked its own

rule, and has failed to make the required exclusion.

3. Example of our 500 watt, directional day and night, covers

\n fact abo'..!t 25.000 people, on a good day. Some right here in town and in

a to\"!!", nea~b'J I Oakland I some 8 miles away, have frequently told us that they

ca.n hardl.y hear US, even when we know we are properly tuned and at pro?er

!~\!e!s. Pe~haps the re':ords at the commission somehow show we are a 5000

watt statio!". and not handicapped with directional requirements, when we in

fact are 500 directional watts.

Small AM station's 2 mvJm contour does not enjoy interference free

reception Hke that of 1 mv/m FM stations contour even under the best of

conciitions. it surely seems strange that now, when the airwaves have more

signals than ever, the calculation is being considered on the potential



listeners {Eke there were no other stations on the air) when, in fact the audience is

deluted to its lowest. per station, than at anytime in histot"j .

4. The undersigned does not think the FCC intended to increase

the regulatof'J fees for small AM stations by 400% or more, nor put statiot"'.s off the

air permanently. with excessive fees. These fees in fact favor the larger operators

and groups <Ner the single station operator, especially the small stations operators

who have fewer staff, if any staff, due in part to new wage increases mandated by

the govert"'.ment, to do the daily task. and then smaller station operators must

rn..,tr~r-to,",,,inoorinn lonal and fj",rf timo to dn tho othor roquirl=lod task of__ I .... __ .. __ ':::fIt , __ ,'1 '':'1 ._:;, •• ~ i_lot _ _ lot - _ _ \1 _ "I

runn!ng a station, in compliance, when larger stations and groups ha'/e full time

~taff members t-:) do these required duties. We are tt"jing to provide a service to

the !oca'. c-:)':1·'.!'~,un!t'j, daily. Howe'/er, by failing to follows its own rules in

ca'.cr...!bhng coverage. the FCC has placed an enormous burden on these small

Ecensees. The unders!gned respectfully request the FCC to recalculate the

cOl/erage of all P-.M broadcast stations in a manner consistent with the

req~!rer;'l,'~r.tsof Section 73.1 e2(d) of the Commissions Rules and Regulations. It

perhaps might best be simple to calculated the coverage based on the 2 rrw(m

co~tour. instead of the 0.5 mv/m contour. ,A.nother choice mi.ght be to, with the

",o"''''c:s~r'' roc:nurrl=loC: tho Cnmrnic:c:-io'" m~" ca'culato t.... o rO'/l=Ioragl=lo "lith'\", t .... 1=10 0 5··-----'1'--- I---'~ -"",,__."i"~J ..._\~_ ...... - -./1.\ .. ,.\~- •

:":'.':,'r.-'. contour b l.1t exclude urbanized areas falling outside the 2 m '11m contour.

5. \Nhatever the case, the C-:)mmission is bound by !ts own rules.

SERV1.'2E 'I. DU~LES,354 U.S. 363, 77 S.Ct. 1152, 11.Ed.2d 1403 (1957).

The c3.bJI.atj.~!"'.s 'Jsed by the FCC in setting the FY 1997 Regulatof'j Fees 'liolates



the Commission's own rules. Therefore, corrective action should promptly be

taken.

Respectfully submitted

September 17th, 1997

.".L. Pat Roberson
POBox2292
'Nest He',ena, f!.R 72390

A. L. Pat Roberson



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Washington. D. C. 20554

Apr i 1 17, 1998
oFACE OF
MANAGING DIRECTOR

Mr. Frank Fee
General Manager
KROX Radio AM
P.O. Box 620
Crookston, MN 56716-0620

Re: Request for Reduction of Regulatory Fee
Fee Control # 9709158835165005
Fee Paid: $1,000

Dear Mr. Fee:

This is in response to your request for reduction and partial
refund of the Fiscal Year (FY) 1997 Regulatory Fee for Class B AM
Radio KROX, Crookston, Mirmesota. You argue that KROX is a small
"stand alone" radio station se:rving a corrmunity of 8,000 people
and the 4 cOilllties surroilllding Crookston. You assert that KROX
operates with reduced power after sunset; that it does not serve
the population attributed to it; that its $1,000 fee is
comparable to the fee assessed larger stations; and that
comparable stations in the area are paying much lower fees.

Fees are not based on actual listenership, but rather on the
population residing within a licensee's protected se:rvice
contours. In formulating the FY 1997 broadcast fee schedule,
station limitations, such as daytime only operation, were
recognized by assigning weighted populatlons to each station.
Higher quality stations were assigned greater weight than
stations which operate either daytime only or nighttime with
reduced power. 47 C.F.R. § 73.21; AsseSsment and Collection of
RegulatokY Fee for Fiscal 1997, FCC 97-215, ~~ 47- 56, released
June 26, 1977.

Congress established the total amount of fees that we are to
collect for all services for FY 1997 and our fee schedule is
formulated to spread the burden of the total fee requirement
equitably among the various categories of fee payers, including
broadcast licensees. The FY 1997 regulatory fees for all AM
stations were derived by calculating the populations within the
0.5 mV/m contour of each individual station, which is their
daytime protection contour. The 0.5 mV1m contour , generally
includes areas not considered to be within the "core" area served
by a station. However, as a matter of equity, recalculation of a
station'S service area using a different contour for measuring
population would require the recalculation of se:rvice areas,
populations, and fees, at a minimum, for all radio broadcast
stations, in order to insure the COmrrUssion's ability to collect
the required amount in fees.



Mr. Fee Page 2

We recognize that some broadcasters believe that the city grade
contour which each licensee is required to place over its
cormn.m.ity of license may be a better reflection of the "core"
population served by that station, and we contemplate using the
city grade contour to calculate FY 1998 radio regulatory fees.
However, the 0.5 rnV/rn contour is appropriate in formulating the
methodology for calculating the FY 1997 r~latory fees because
that contour does represent the area in whlch listeners receive
the station'S interference free signal. Thus, the Commission
will not reduce, on an ad hoc basis, an individual station'S
regulatory fee solely because its population served would be
lower had we relied on a different service contour.

Accordingly, your request for reduction of the regulatory fee is
denied. If you have any questions concerning the fees, please
call the Chief, Fee Section, at (202) 418-1995.

Sincerely,

Thomas M. Holleran
Acting Associate Managing

Director for Operations



FCC

Dt>ar Sirs:

September J2, 1997

I'm writing to request a reduction in the regulatory fee that has been assessed

for KROX-AM Radio in Crookston, Mn.

We are listed as conring a population base of over 239,000. This is not an accurate

figure. We are based in a town with the population of 8,000 people. We

STRONGLY co\'er about 4 counties that surround Crookston. WE DO NOT

COVER INTO GRAND FORKS, North Dakota, which is where the figures that

Data World has corne lip with. We are a small stand-alone AM station that is being

assessed SI.OOO.OO and comparable AM's in our area are paying S400.00 and even

an FM is paying 200.00. This is not fair to KROX-AM. No matter what Data

World figures, we de not cover that area and especially when WE HAVE TO CUT

OUR POWER DOWN TO 500 WAlTS at sunset. If the commission were to grant

us permission to NOT CUT OUR POWER than maybe we could look at the 1,000

figure and see if that still was fair. In your system, a big 100,000 Watt giant pays

no more than a 1000 Watt stand alone in a market of 8,000. This does not add up.

YOU HAVE TO GIVE RELIEF TO THE SMALLER STATIONS THAT DON'T

BILL A FRACTION OF WHAT THE OTHERS ARE BILLING.

Thanks for you time and consideration of reducing the fee for KROX-AM.

Sincerely, 1'M:h,-
Frank Fee c:/_ ~ tJ
General Manager-President
KROX RADIO-AM
P.O. Box 620
Crookston, Mn.,_ 56716-0620
(218) 281-1140

6/'f1e1& &m /lJfeMlrWs (J



OFACE OF
MANAGING DIRECTOR

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSIONC~~ ~~".
Washington, D. C. 20554

Apr i 1 17. 1998

Mr. Gilbert Harrrnond
President
Hamnond Broadcasting,
2001 Main Street
Paris, KY 40361

Inc.

Re: Request for Waiver of Regulatory Fees
Fee control # 9709238835854001

Dear Mr. Harrrnond:

This is in response to your request, filed on behalf of Hammond
Broadcasting, Inc., licensee of AM Radio Station WYGH, Paris,
Kentucky, for a waiver of the Fiscal Year (FY) 1997 regulatory
fee. You argue that the corrmission should waive the fee because
WYGH is located in an area that was affected by severe flooding
in March 1997, that the area was declared a Federal Disaster
area; as a result of the flood, WYGH lost approximately 30% of
its advertising revenues.

In establishing its regulatory fee program, the Corrmission
recosnized that in certain instances payment of a regulatory fee
may llTpOse an undue financial hardship upon a licensee. Thus,
the Corrrnission decided to grant waivers or reductions of its
regulatory fees in those instances where a "petitioner presents a
compelling case of financial hardship." Implementation of Section
9 of the Communications Act, 9 FCC Rcd 5333, 5346 (1994),
reconsideration granted, 10 FCC Rcd 12759 (1995). The Corrmission
further held that regulatees can establish financial need by
submitting:

[I]nformation such as a balance sheet and profit
and loss statement (audited, if available), a cash
flow projection . . . (with an explanation of how
calculated), a list of their officers and their
individual compensation, together with a list of their
highest paid employees, other than officers, and the
amount of their compensation, or similar information.

10 FCC Rcd at 12761-2762.

In determining whether a licensee has sufficient revenues to pay
its regulatory fees, the Commission relies upon a licensee's cash
flow, as opposed to the entity's profits. Thus, although
deductions for amortization and depreciation, which do not affect
cash flow, and payments to principals, reduce gross income for
tax ~urposes, those deductions also represent money which is
consldered to be available to pay the regulatory fee.
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You have not documented how the regulatory fee would create a
financial hardship for WYGH and your request for waiver of the
fee is dismissed. However, in Vlew of your allegations of the
loss of revenues at the station, you may file a new request for
waiver of the FY 1997 regulatory fee, together with appropriate
sUl?porting documentation, within thirty days from the date of
this letter.

If you have any questions concerning the regulatory fee, please
call the Chief, Fee Section, at (202) 418-1995.

Sincerely,

Thomas M. Holleran
Acting Associate Mana$ing

Director for Operatlons
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HAMMOND BROADCASTING, INC. ~I~
All to the Glory ofGod! I (!Iji;i'oiJl' ,,"

SEP 181997

.j
\ v~ \r- September 15, 1997

-- '"'C' -; ," " :":':' ,:-L, !\r It"'; - • ._' -;

Secretary,
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20554

Dear Secretary:

I am requesting a wavier of the regulatory fees of SIOOO plus the
auxiliary fees of S100 for radio station WYGH-AM in Paris, Kentucky.
This entire area was affected by severe flooding in March of 1997 and
was designated by President Clinton as a Federal Disaster area.

The result of the flooding was a severe loss of property in Paris and
Bourbon County as well as much of the surrounding area. Radio station
WYGH-AM suffered from the flooding and also lost approximately 25%
of its advertising base when businesses were closed due to the flooding.
Although a portion of these ultimately reopened for business, many
closed their doors permanently. The effect has been more than a 30%
loss in advertising revenue thus far for 1997.

For the reasons outlined above, I respectfully request a waive of the
regulatory fees in the total amount of SIIOO for 1997.

Sincerely,

MW ~7..Q7f.</
Gilbert Hammond, President
Hammond Broadcastin~.Inc. WYGH-AM

WYGH
2001 Main Street
Paris, KY 40361

606·987-1440

"Serving Northern, CentraJ, "SOil/hem Kentllcky; Soll/hw£st Ohio,' Southeast Indiana"
wms

P.O. Bol597
RusseU Springs, KY 42642

502-866-8800

WlOK
P.O. Bol 50
Fabnouth, KY 41040
606-471-6351606-471-1075 FAX 606-472·2875



payment Transactions Detail Report
BY: FEE CONTROL NUMBER

Date: 11n/97

Fee Control
Number

9709238835854001

Payor
Name

HAMMOND BROADCASTING INC

13297 GREEN ROAD

Account
Number

FCC2010906

Received
Date

09/17/97

~5O;OU

$800.00 2 PMT

$50.00 2 PMT

$600.00 2 PMT

$50.00 2 PMT

$1,000.00 2 PMT

$50.00 2 PMT

WALTON KY 41094

Payment Callsign
Payment Current Seq Type Other Applicant Applicant Bad
Amount Balance Num Code Quantity Id Name Zip Check

$2,550.00 $2,550.00 3 MGG7 1 WIDS HAMMOND BROADCASTING INC 41094

$2,550.00 $2,550.00 6 MUB7 2 W1DSAM HAMMOND BROADCASTING INC 41094

$2,550.00 $2,550.00 1 MGH7 1 WIOKFM HAMMOND BROADCASTING INC 41094

$2,550.00 $2,550.00 5 MUB7 2 WIOKFM HAMMOND BROADCASTING INC 41094

$2,550.00 $2,550.00 2 MGF7 1 WYGHAM HAMMOND BROADCASTING INC 41094

$2,550.00 $2,550.00 4 MUB7 2 WYGHAM HAMMOND BROADCASTING INC 41094

TOtal 6

Page 1 of 1

Detail
Amount

Trans Payment
Code Type



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Washington, D. C. 20554

Ap r ill 7, 1998
OFACEOF
MANAGING DIRECTOR

Mr. Don Stubblefield
King of Kings Broadcasting
831 West Daugherty
Webb City, MO 64870

Re: Request for Reduction of Regulatory Fee
Fee Control # 9709238835396005

Dear Mr. Stubblefield:

This is in response to your request for reduction of the
regulatory fee for AM Radio Station KKLL, Webb City, Missouri.
You argue that KKLL is a day-time only station, a major part of
the population attributed to it is located at the edge of its
o.5 mV7m signal contour, and that you lack the funds to pay the
$1,200 fee assessed KKLL.

Congress established the total amount of fees that we are to
collect for all services for FY 1997 and our fee schedule is
formulated to spread the burden of the total fee requirement
equitably among the various categories of fee payers, including
broadcast licensees. The FY 1997 regulatory fees for all AM
stations were derived by calculating the populations within the
0.5 mV/m contour of each individual station, which is their
daytime protected service contour. Consequently, as a matter of
equity, recalculating a station's service area using a different
contour for measuring ~pulation would require recalculating the
service areas, populatlons, and fees, at a minimum, for all radio
broadcast stations, in order to insure the commission'S ability
to collect the required amount in fees and that licensees are
treated equally.

We recognize that some broadcasters believe that the city grade
contour which each licensee is required to place over its
commmity of license may be a better reflection of the "core"
population served by that station, and we contemplate using the
city grade contour to calculate FY 1998 radio regulatory fees.
However, the 0.5 mV/m contour is appropriate for calculating the
FY 1997 r~latory fees because that contour represents the area
in which llsteners receive the station's protected signal.

In establishing the regulatory fee pr?$Tam, the Comnission .
recognized that in certain instances llcensees would be unable to
pay their regulato~ fees without impairing the quality of their
service to the publlC. Thus, the Corrrnission decided to grant
waivers or reductions of its regulatory fees in those instances
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where a "petitioner presents a compelling case of financial
hardship. " se.e. Irrplementation of Section 9 of the
Communications Act, 9 FCC Rcd 5333, 5346 (1994), reconsideration
granted, 10 FCC Rcd 12759 (1995).

The Commission further held that regulatees can establish
financial need by submitting:

[I]nformation such as a balance sheet and profit
and loss statement (audited, if available), a cash
flow projection . . . (with an explanation of how
calculated), a list of their officers and their
individual compensation, together with a list of their
highest paid employees, other than officers, and the
amount of their compensation, or similar information.

10 FCC Rcd at 12761-762, ~~ 12-13.

In determining whether a licensee has sufficient revenues to pay
its regulatory fees, the Commission relies upon an applicant's
cash flow, as opposed to the entity's profits. Thus, deductions
for amortization and depreciation and payments to principals,
which reduce gross income for tax purposes, represent money which
is ordinarily available to pay the regulatory fees.

In the absence of the required documentation, KKLL has failed to
establish a compellin~ case of financial hardshi~. Therefore,
your request for a wa1ver of the regulatory fee 1S dismissed.
However, in view of your allegation that Radio Station KKLL lacks
adequate funds to pay the fee, you may file a further request for
waiver of the fee, supported by appropriate documentation, within
30 days from the date of this letter.

If you have any questions concerning the regulatory fee, please
call the Chief, Fee Section, at (202) 418-1995.

Sincerely,

0. Ll~ ~e-
Thomas M. Holleran
Acting Associate Manasing

Director for Operat1ons



-------AM1100-----__

II King Of Kings

Lord Of Lords II

831 W. Daugherty
Webb City, MO 64870

Managing Director,

DON STUBBLEFIELD
Owner and General Manager

JIM TAYLOR
News Director and Sports Director

ART ROGERS
Slation Manager and Program Director

JIM YOUNG
General Commercial Sales Manager

I would like to make an appeal to lower or waiver my regulatory fee for the following reasons:

1- KKLL is a 5000 watt day-time only station (actual watts 4242)
2- KKLL is a critical hour station, the first two hours and the last two hours we are at 2500 watts.
3- At the very edge of our .5mV/m is where the major part of the population is located.
4- Webb City is a town of 7000 people and we do not have the money to pay such high taxes that

the Regulatory fee charges.

If you could lower the tax or regulatol1' fee it certainly would be appreciated.

Thank You,

~~5ttu~(.~
Don Stubblefield

KING of KINGS BROADCASTING
831 \"'est Daugherty. Webb City. Missouri - Telephone 417-673-1100 & 417-673-1111



-------AM1100-------

II King Of Kings

Lord Of Lords II

831 W. Daugherty
Webb City, MO 64870

FCC's Lockbox Bank

DON STUBBLEFIELD
Owner and General Manager

JIM TAYLOR
News Director and Sports Director

ART ROGERS
Station Manager and Program Dlfector

JIM YOUNG
General Commercial Sales Manager

I would like to make an appeal to lower or waiver my regulatory fee for the following reasons:

1- KKLL is a 5000 watt day-time only station (actual watts 4242)
2- KKLL is a critical hour station, the first two hours and the last two hours we are at 2500 watts.
3- At the very edge of our .5mV/m is where the major part of the population is located.
4- Webb Cit), is a town of 7000 people and we do not have the money to pay such high taxes that

the Regulatory fee charges.

If you could lower the tax or regulatory fee it certainly would be appreciated.

Thank You,

f9fh\'~~~
Don Stubblefield

KING of KINGS BROADCASTING
831 West Daugherty. Webb City. Missouri - Telephone 417-673-1100 & 417-673-1111



Payment Transact~_.lS Detail Report
BY: FEE CONTROL NUMBER

Date: . _.16/97

Fee Control
Number

9709238835396005

Payor
Name

STUBBLEFIELD, DON

2305 GLENDALE ROAD

Account
Number

FCC2046744

Received
Date

09/22197

JOPLIN MO 64804

P~ment Callsign
Payment Current Seq ype Other A~licant Applicant Bad Delail Trans P~ment
Amount Balance Num Code Quantity Id arne Zip Check Amount Code ype

$1,875.00 $1,875.00 1 MGE7 1 KKLL STUBBLEFIELD, DON 64804 $1,200.00 1 PMT

$1,875.00 $1,875.00 4 MUB7 1 KPF224 STUBBLEFIELD, DON 64804 $25.00 1 PMT

$1,875.00 $1,875.00 5 MUB7 1 KPG922 STUBBLEFIELD, DON 64804 $25.00 1 PMT

$1,875.00 $1,875.00 2 MGH7 1 KWAS STUBBLEFIELD, DON 64804 $600.00 1 PMT

$1,875.00 $1,875.00 3 MUB7 1 WHY808 STUBBLEFIELD, DON 64804 $25.00 1 PMT

lotal 5
,

$i,815.00

Page 1 of 1



OFACEOF
MANAGING DIRECTOR

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Washington, D. C. 20554

April 30, 1998

Mr. Gary Vaile
President
KITA, Inc.
723 West 14th Street
Little Rock, AR 72202

Re: Request for Reduction of Regulatory Fee
Fee Control # 9709198835437001

Dear Mr. Vaile:

This is in response to your request for reduction of the Fiscal
Year (FY) 1997 regulatory fee paid by KITA, Inc., licensee of AM
Radio Station KITA. You argue that the Commission erred in
calculating KITA's fee based on the population in its 0.5 mV/m
contour because KITA is required to provide 2 mV/m signal to its
primary service area.

Congress established the total amount of fees that we are to
collect for all services for FY 1997 and our fee schedule is
formulated to spread the burden of the total fee requirement
equitably among the various categories of fee payers, including
broadcast licensees. The FY 1997 regulatory fees for all AM
stations were derived by calculating the populations within the
0.5 mV/m contour of each individual station, which is their
daytime protected service contour. Consequently, as a matter of
equity, recalculating a station's service area using a different
contour for measuring population would require recalculating the
service areas, populations, and fees, at a minimum, for all radio
broadcast stations, in order to insure the Commission's ability
to collect the required amount in fees and treat all licensees
equally.

We recognize that some broadcasters believe that the city grade
contour which each licensee is required to place over its
community of license may be a better reflection of the "core"
population served by that station, and we contemplate using the
city grade contour to calculate FY 1998 radio regulatory fees.
However, the 0.5 mV/m contour is appropriate in formulating the
methodology for calculating the FY 1997 regulatory fees because
that contour represents the area in which listeners are within
the station's protected signal contours. Thus, the Commission
will not reduce, on an ad hoc basis, an individual station's
regulatory fee solely because its population served would be
lower had we relied on a different service contour.
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Accordingly, your request for reduction of the regulatory fee is
denied. If you have any questions concerning the regulatory fee,
please call the Chief, Fee Section, at (202) 418-1995.

Sincerely,

Tho . Holleran
Act' g Associate Managing

Director - Financial Operations



kita
GREAT GOSPEl SOUNDS

5,000 WAITS
1440 AM

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED 50,000 WAITS
107.7FM

SEPTEMBER IS, 1997

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C.

RE: FCC REGULATORY FEES

DEAR SIR OR MADAME:

E n c los e dis a c h_~c-.k..J-D-L $~~L2-,...Q 0 for r a d i 0 s tat ion KIT A ,
licensed -to·KITA~ INC. in Little Rock--,-A--~ansas. This amount
is for $1,400.00 for KITA-AM at 1440 khz and $75.00 for three
auxilary services.

Also, it has come to my attention that KITA may have been
overcharged as to the amount due. By Public Notice (Correction
to Reg~latory Fee Order) issued September 2, 1997, the Commission
advised that the 0.5mV/M contour was used in determining the pop
ulation served by AM stations. The commission is requested, pur-
sua n t t 0 Sec t jon 1. 1 1 6 6 (a) 0 f the ltu I e-s , tor e cal cui-aLe t h--~
ulation between the station's 2 mV/m conto~r and its O.5mV/m contour
to exclude communities with populations of 2,SOOor more and to re
duce the regulatory f~ccordingly. (liThe groundwave signal strertgth
r e qui red to·· re-Ode-;--p;: i mar v s e r vic e i s 2 mV / m for com mu nit i e s wit h
populations of 2,500 or more and 0.5 mV/m for communities with pop
ulations of less than 2,500.") 47 C.F.R. R 73.182 (d).

Thank you for your attention
response to this question I have
the address listed below.

Respectfully Submitted,

Gary Vai Ie
President/General Manager

to this
raised.

matter.
You may

I wi I I
contact

a w a i t

me at
a

Enclosure: FCC Form 159 and a check for $1,475.00

(501) 375-1440 723 West 14th Street, Little Rock AR 72202 (501) 433-1077



Payment Transactions Detail Report
BY: FEE CONTROL NUMBER

Date: 10/16/97

Fee Control
Number

9709198835437001

Payor
Name

KITA INC

723 WEST 14TH STREET

Account
Number

FCC2029176

Received
Date

09/16/97

LITTLE ROCK AR 72202

p?:ment Callsign
Payment Current Seq ype Other Applicant Applicant Bad Detail Trans Payment
Amount Balance Num Code Quantity Id Name Zip Check Amount Code Type

$1,475.00 $1,475.00 3 MUB7 1 KB97368 KITA INC 72202 $25.00 1 PMT

$1,475.00 $1,475.00 4 MUB7 1 KB97369 KITA INC 72202 $25.00 1 PMT

$1,475.00 $1,475.00 1 MGD7 1 KITA KITA INC 72202 $1,400.00 1 PMT

$1,475.00 $1,475.00 2 MUB7 1 WLJ517 KITA INC 72202 $25.00 1 PMT

loCi. 4 $1,415.00

I

Page 1 of 1



OFFICE OF
MANAGING DIRECTOR

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Washington. D. C. 20554

April 10, 1998

Mr. Edward Kramer
President
Kramer Broadcasting, Inc.
Highway 51 South
P.o. Box 300
Portage, Wisconsin 53901

Re: Request for Reduction of Regulatory Fee
Fee Control # 9709158835174002

Dear Mr. Kramer:

This is in response to your letter requesting a reduction of the
Fiscal Year (FY) 1997 regulatory fee for AM Radio Station WPDR,
Portage, Wisconsin. You argue that WPDR does not serve the
population attributed to it for assessing the regulatory fee.
You assert that WPDR should be assessed the regulatory fee for a
station serving a smaller population base.

Congress established the total amount of fees that we are to
collect for all services for FY 1997 and our fee schedule is
formulated to spread the burden of the total fee requirement
equitably among the various categories of fee payers, including
broadcast licensees. The FY 1997 regulatory fees for all radio
stations were derived by calculating the populations within the
interference free contour of each individual station, which is
their daytime protected service contour and extends "to areas
outside of a licensee's primary service area. Consequently, as a
matter of equity, recalculating a station's fee using a different
formula or a different service contour for measuring population,
would require recalculating the service areas, populations, and
fees, at a minimum, for all radio broadcast stations, in order to
insure the Commission's ability to collect the required amount in
fees and that all licensees are treated equally.

The regulatory fee schedule as adopted by Congress, initially
assessed radio fees based solely on the class of station,
irrespective of the areas or populations covered. The Commission
developed the present formula using both class of station and
service area served, in an attempt to make the schedule more fair
and equitable. We are aware of complaints by licensees
concerning the equity of the present fee schedule, and we plan to
consider revising the formula in connection with developing the
FY 1998 fee schedule. However, the interference free contour is
appropriate in formulating the methodology for calculating the FY
1997 regulatory fees because that contour represents the area in
which listeners receive the station's protected signal. Thus,
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the Commission will not reduce, on an ad hoc basis, an individual
station's regulatory fee solely because the licensee believes it
serves a smaller population.

Accordingly, your request for reduction of the regulatory fee is
denied. If you have any questions concerning the regulatory fee,
please call the Chief, Fee Section, at (202) 418-1995.

Sin:#,

Th~:tJ~el-
Acting Associate Managing

Director for Operations



WDDC

September 5, 1997

Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW
Washington DC 20554

Kramer Broadcasting, Inc.
WPDR -WDDe

Highway 51 South
Post Office Box 300

Portage, Wisconsin 53901
(60B1 742-B833 (800) 362-9631

In submitting the enclosed check, I wish to petition for a reduction in my WPDR-AM fee.

The chart of fees to pay indicates that our 0.5 mV/m serves a population of over 600,000,
presumably including the city ofMadison which is almost 40 miles away. While a
technical measurement may indicate that we barely reach the city of Madison, the reality
is that WPDR can not be heard with a listenable signal in Madison or any other
population center ofany consequence.

Our city of license and our studios/office are in a small town ofless than 9,000. Our
county has 45,000. The adjacent county west has about the same. The adjacent county
east has about 75,000 but the nearest point is about 25 miles away. To the north is a
county with 12,000 in it. We do have a somewhat listenable signal in parts of the
northern rural area of Dane County, but north ofMadison.

The reality is that its reasonably possible to hear WPDR in an area with a population in
the range of 70,000 or 80,000 and some of that area is quite questionable. Our advertisers
would love it ifWPDR could be heard by listeners in an area populated by over 600,000
people.

It would be appreciated if you could re-consider the size of the population served by
WPDR.

d&~
Kramer Broadcasting, Inc.
Edward Kramer, Pres/GenMgr



BY: FEE CONTROL NUMBER

Payment Transactions Detail Report

Fee Control
Number

j~~K-l Payor
Name

Account
Number

Received
Date

Date: 10/16/97

9709158835174002 KRAMER BROADCASTING INC

PO BOX 300

N6912 HWY 51

0391206018 09/15/97

PORTAGE WI 53901

Payment Callsign
Payment Current Seq Type Other Applicant Applicant Bad Detail Trans p~ment
Amount Balance Num Code Quantity Id Name Zip Check Amount Code ype

$1,650.00 $1,650.00 4 MUB7 1 KK7843 KRAMER BROADCASTING INC $25.00 1 PMT

$1,650.00 $1,650.00 3 MUB7 1 KZ2488 KRAMER BROADCASTING INC $25.00 1 PMT

$1,650.00 $1,650.00 2 MGH7 1 WDDC KRAMER BROADCASTING INC $600.00 1 PMT

$1,650.00 $1,650.00 1 MGF7 1 WPDR KRAMER BROADCASTING INC $1,000.00 1 PMT

lotal 4 $1,650.00
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