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Yesterday. ~o\ember 5. 1998. Roy ~eel. President and CEO of the United States Telephone
Association (LSTAL spoke with Commissioner Gloria Tristani concerning: ]) matters currently
he fore the F~deral-State Joint Board on Uni\'ersal Sen'ice: and :2) reciprocal compensation.
,,\ttached hereto are summaries of the points made by \1r. Nee] in his com'ersation with
Commissioner Tristani, Pursuant to Commission Rule 1.]206(bl(2). an original and copies of
thi:, transmittal letter and the summaries are heing prO\ided to you for inclusion in the public
rl.'corJ for eac h of the ahl1\e-re ferenced pn)ceed ings, Please contact me ir you hel\e questions,
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SUMMARY OF EX PARTE PRESENTATION

UNIVERSAL SERVICE CC Docket No. 96-45

1.

3.

.+.

h.

Congress has mandated that implicit support for universal service be made explicit. That
is the policy decision appropriately made by Congress in the Telcom Act of 1996. and it
would be inappropriate for the Joint Board or the FCC to disregard this national policy
mandate.

Interstate access is a significant source of implicit support for universal service. The
implicit support that is in interstate access charges must be made explicit for any
universal service plan to be both legal and procompetitive,

Interstate access charges. loaded with implicit universal service support. are not
sustainable in the current competitive marketplace, The future portends of increased
competition and increased vulnerability for support-laden interstate access charges.

LTSTA· s universal service proposal for nonrural companies is the best approach presented
to satisfy the mandates of the 1996 Act. Customers in all income segments would benefit
from adoption of the USTA proposal through an overall reduction in their telephone bills.
assuming pass through of the access charges reductions to end users by the IXCs. and the
procompetitive objecti\es of the Congress would be supported.

The LIse of total retail revenues (interstate and intrastate) as the reference point for
determining sen·ice pro\iders' contribution for federal high cost support is legally
justified. The assessment of an end user percentage surcharge to recover ILEC universal
senice contributions is progressiw.

The l'ST:\ nomural unm:rsal sen·ice proposal should be gi\en serious consideration. and
the congressional mandate w make universal senice support explicit should be followed.



RECIPROCAL COMPENSATION CC Docket No. 96-98; CCB/CPD No. 97-30;
CC Docket Nos. 98-79, 98-103, 98-161 and 98-168

I. The FCC should clarify that access to the Internet is interstate, whether the particular
circuit carrying the traffic is dedicated (as in the case of the GTE ADSL Service tariff) or
switched (as in the case of dial-up modem access).

2. It should be left to the states to address the impact of this jurisdictional clarification \vith
respect to existing interconnection agreements. The FCC should not comment on the
reasonableness or appropriateness of existing interconnection agreements. It should leave
to the affected carriers and state PUCs the question of how to address the FCC"s
jurisdictional clarification with respect to those interconnection agreements.

3. As the FCC concluded in the GTE matter with respect to dedicated access, dial-up
modem access to the Internet is also one call.

4. To the extent applicable. the ESP exemption does not change the Internet connection
from an interstate to an intrastate connection. The FCC has retained jurisdiction over
communications subject to the ESP exemption. even though it has allowed the use of
local business rates as a surrogate for the interstate rates otherwise applicable to ESPs.
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