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Dear Mr. Kennard,

Thank you for your recent description of the FCC's mnge of proceedings involving ICO.
Your intention to act shortly on the requests for reconsideration of the Order of Mazch 1997 is

certainly welcome, inchuding in psrticular the petitions pertaining to the requirement to pay

for the relocation of incumbent sexvices.

As we discussed last July iu Brussels, we are particularly concemed sbout the pegative

precedsut the approach taken by.the Order 1o impose costs for the relocation of fucumbent

services would sct for the licerising of Mobile Satellite Services (MSS) and other global

sateilite services in other countries. We share your aim of achieving an carly and effective
establishment of MSS systems at a global level, and therefbrs we are sgainst bariers raised by
any country which may undermine the quality and inflate the price of these global services, or
which could even threaten their economic viability. In this regard, I would like to draw your
attention to the measurcs which are being taken at European level to easure that access 10 the
relevant Gequency bands for global satellite services is achieved by means of suitable
transition plans, and withoul imposing excessive relocation cost burdens.

Iﬂsowelcmneyowcommimwachiwemhmeedmpeﬁﬁoﬁhtheus.ussw”
quickly as possible. In particular, I am pleased with your intention to evaluate carefully
alternative specttum access arrangements in the 2 GHz bands. In this context the TABD's

Telecomununications Service Group communique, issued at the Chariotte Conferance this .

month, pofuts to the imporance of “establishing trauspareat and nom~discriminatory
regulatory arrangements that minimise the burden of market and spectrum access”.
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negatiations between MSS cutrants and temrestrial incumbents, to be included in the

forthcoming Further Notice of Propassed Rule Making (F-NPRM) 20 that it can be coasidered

‘for public comment. It involves a caombination of sunset dates, transition rules and incentives

to negotiate. mcmonwnﬂnmwlcOhiuqumonﬁuumus
with the FCC.
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As you knew, bEmCmtyndmm&ammmdumd

satellite sexvices should be abls to heve non-diseriminasoty acces ™ markets in all couatrics

who are pastiss o the WTO/GATS sgreement on bagic telecommunications sexvises.

1 would liks o mmphasise oncs again aur stung interest in 3 satisfactexy solution addreseing

our concayns on [CO that we have homn exprosxing for more a8 ope yesr and fulfilling ouor
common aim of ipcreasing competition snd. non-discriminatory maxket access S MSS

Sysiems.
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Youss sineeyely,
Robary Vezue
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