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November 11, 1998

Ms. Magalie Roman Salas
Office of the Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
The Portals, TW-A325
445 12 th Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20554

Re: RM-9375

Dear Ms. Salas:

.,
.'1._

On behalf of Siemens ElectroCom L.P., I am submitting the enclosed letter in support of
the petition to amend Section 15.225 of the Rules to bring the provisions pertaining to radio
frequency-based identification cards and related devices operating at 13.56 MHz, into harmony
with the standards for these devices proposed by the European Telecommunications Standards
Institute (ETSI). This petition is being submitted by the National Council for Information
Technology Standardization Technical Committee B 10 (tlNCITS B 1Oil).

Siemens ElectroCom primarily markets products to different postal organizations
throughout the world. The primary customer of the Siemens ElectroCom L.P. division is the
United States Postal Service. However, we manufacture products for other postal organizations
as well as commercial customers for the delivery of letters and packages worldwide.

We have a vested interest in the approval of promising technologies used to identify and
track letters, packages, and containers which carry those letters and packages. We believe it
would be in the best interest of customers as well as manufacturers in the United States to be
allowed to use products that are compatible with those being used in Europe.

The application we are most interested in would be for devices installed in a given
processing facility. The readers and transponders would be used on scan tunnels approximately
1 meter square for recognizing tags contained in packages and possibly mail trays. Another
application would use the readers at doorways for incoming and exiting mobile containers
containing multiple mail trays of letters or containers of packages

Relaxation of the 13.56 +/- 0.007 MHz would allow for more energy to be transmitted in
the carrier frequency and allow the passive tags to be energized at greater distances. The
relaxation of the regulations to those being adopted by the ETSI would allow the tags to be read
at greater distances. We believe this would help make this technology more reliable and cost
effective for tracking packages and containers. Adopting the changes proposed would allow the
same products to be used in both the U.S. and Europe with the same results and performance.
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Therefore, Siemens ElectroCom would urge you to consider making the regulation

changes that are being requested by the ANSI NCITS, B10.5 committee in the Petition for Rule
Making RM-9375.

Sincerely,

David L. Cauthron
Siemens ElectroCom L.P.
2910 Avenue F
Arlington, TX 76011- 5276

Cc: Mr. Joseph A Naujokas and Dr. Joseph VJ Ravenis II


