NOoOV—189-—-98 83 :88 PM E.C.M.C

EVANSTON

C

PUBLIC » EDUCATION v GOVERNMENT

November 10, 1998

Q

lCz,'COtgmissioncr Harold Furchgott Roth
1919 M. St. NW, Rm. 802
Washington, DC 20554

PH: 202-418-2000

FAX: 202-418-2802

Dcar Commissioner Roth;

847 869 2513 P.B2

AECEIVED EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

NOV 13 1998

FEDERAL COYMUMCATIONS COMMIESIO):
OFFCS 0F WS Sacnamsy

/!

I strongly urge you 1o vole against giving Dircct Broadeast Satellite providers the ability to
pick their own programmers in fulfillment of their public intcrest obligations. To allow
DBS providers Lo pick their programmers will seriously compromise the spirit of the Cable
Act of 1992 and give DBS providers undue editorial authority on what constitutes public

intercst programming.

Public interest programming is best scrved when the public is given a role in its creation.
Educational or health institutions, arts and sciences organizations, non-profit groups and
organizations should have access to providing educational and informational programming

dircetly to interested consumers.

Communities which are undcrserved by mass media should also have access to providing
programming for dclivery on DBS systems---whether those communities are racial,
cultural, religious or political minoritics, scniors or youth, disabled or economically or

personally disenfranchised.

Viewers seck such programming as an important part of the entire array of programming
they are offered. DBS providers are not, nor should they be, cxpected (o be qualified o
provide these scrvices or speak for these communitics.

The Cable Act of 1992 provides an clectronic greenspace dedicated to the public interest.
Plcase maintain this greenspace by not giving the power to pick programming to the
providers of Direct Broadcast Satellite television.

Sincerely

Eitan Kushner
Exccutive Director
Evanston Community Media Center
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