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Internet telephone', service
Some 800,000 telephone 8ubscQbers' In Stockholm will from
next~h be able to make .voice'calls via t~ Internet as a
result of a service unvelled yesterday byGlocalnet, a privately
owned Swedish Intel1l6t network company, and Stoo~holm
Energl, the municipal power utility.

The companies claimed the joint venture Was the largest
project of Its kind In the world. Stockholm Telecb~, a Glocal
net subsidiary, said routing calls via the Intemet could cut call
charges by up to 50 per cent. .

Rod 818htl, Stockholm Telecoms managing direCtor, said '
that although the scheme would be confined InltlUlIy to Stock
holm Energl customers, a nationwide saNiee WOuld be
launched In September. Stockholm Energi customerS will be
offered~ option of making Intemational Call1l.end, calls to
cellular phones via the Inteinet Instead of through $,(18tlng ter~
restrlal end mobile networks. ' ,

, Internet telephony Is seen as a threat to the traditional busi
ness of larpe established telecoms operators. Although voice
quality Is frequently poorer than via a traditional phone link,
switching calls through excess intemet capacity normally
reserved for data traffic can signifICantly reduce tariffs for
users. Greg Mcivor, Stockholm
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