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November 18, 1998

Ms. Magalie Roman Salas
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
The Portals
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington D.C. 20554

".
Subject: Written Ex Parte Presentation

CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Ms. Salas:

The Rural Task Force hereby provides notice of written ex parte presentations in the
above-referenced proceeding. The presentations were made in the form of the Enclosed letter,
which was sent to the Joint Board members and staff.

Two copies of the Rural Task Force's written presentation are submitted with this
letter pursuant to Section 1.1.1206(b)(l) of the Commission's Rules, 47 C.F. R 1.1206(b)(I).

Sincerely,

W/!1f!J1i./J2u
William R Gillis
Commissioner
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November 17, 1998

The Honorable Susan Ness
Chair, Commissioner
Federal Communications

Commission
1919 M St, NW, Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554

The Honorable Julia Johnson
State Chair, Chairman
Florida Public Service
Commission

2540 Shurmard Oak Boulevard
Gerald Gunter Building
Tallahassee, FI 32399-0850

The Honorable Harold Furchtgott-Roth
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St, NW, Room 802
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Members of the Joint Board:

The Honorable Gloria Tristani
Commissioner
Federal Communications
Commission

1919 M St., NW, Room 826
Washington, D.C. 20554

The Honorable Dave Baker
Commissioner
Georgia Public Service

Commission
244 Washington Street, S.W.
Altanta, Georgia 30334-5701

The Honorable Patrick H. Wood, III
Commissioner
Texas Public Utility Commission
1701 North Congress Avenue
Austin, Texas 78711-3326

The Honorable Laska Schoenfelder
Commissioner
South Dakota Public Utilities

Commission
State Capitol
500 East Capitol Street
Pierre, South Dakota 57501-5070

The enclosed correspondence to the FederaVState Joint Board on Universal Service from the Rural Task
Force requests that the Joint Board's recommendation on Referral Issues clearly indicate that the
recommended actions pertaining to universal service reform for non-rural companies are not necessarily
precedent for ultimate universal service reform which may be appropriate for rural companies. This issue
was discussed by the Rural Task Force members by conference call on November 17, and the members
voted unanimously that correspondence should be sent to members of the Joint Board. If there are
questions, please contact me or any member of the Rural Task Force.

Sincerely Yours,

{)/'r fl·/1~
William R Gillis
Rural Task Force Chair

Enclosure
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Date: November 17, 1998

To: FederaJlState Joint Board on Universal Service

From: Rural Task Force

The Rural Task Force was established by the Federal/State Joint Board on Universal Service
(Joint Board) and the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to make recommendations on
the implementation ofuniversal service reform as it applies to high-cost, rural and insular areas
served by rural local exchange companies. The Joint Board has charged the Rural Task Force
with the task ofdeveloping recommendations on cost model platform, input, and timing issues
pertaining to the implementation ofuniversal service reform directly impacting rural companies
and their customers. In addition, the Rural Task Force was requested to provide input on other
universal service issues unique to provision oftelecommunications services by rural companies.

At the initial meeting ofthe Rural Task Force this summer in Seattle, Joint Board Chair FCC
Commissioner Susan Ness urged the Rural Task Force to provide input to the Joint Board on
decisions pertaining to non-rural companies which ultimately could impact rural companies and
their customers. We take that opportunity with these comments.

The Rural Task Force urges the Joint Board in making its recommendations on referral issues to
clearly indicate that recommended actions pertaining to universal service reform for non-rural
companies are not necessarily precedent for ultimate universal service reform (if any) which may
be appropriate for rural companies.

As many Joint Board Commissioners have recognized in public statements, rural companies are
uniquely different from non-rural companies, and appropriate universal service policies must be
considered separately to prevent potential harm to both rural companies and their customers.
The Rural Task Force is moving forward productively as a team to examine the complex issues
ofappropriate costing approaches and policy matters uniquely impacting telecommunications
universal services for citizens, rural companies and their customers.

With the Joint Board's Recommendation on Referral Issues concerning universal service reform
matters for non-rural carriers due soon on November 23, 1998, we believe a clear statement from
the Joint Board recognizing universal decisions for non-rural companies are not necessarily
precedent for rural companies is essential, and would provide a solid foundation for the
successful work ofthe Rural Task Force. We appreciate this opportunity and look forward to
assisting the Joint Board in resolving these critical issues affecting the lives of rural Americans.
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November 17, 1998

The Honorable Susan Ness
Chair. Commissioner
Federal Communications

Commission
1919 M St, NW, Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554

The Honorable Julia Johnson
State Chair. Chairman
Florida Public Service
Commission

2540 Shurmard Oak Boulevard
Gerald Gunter Building
Tallahassee, Fl 32399-0850

The Honorable Harold Furchtgott-Roth
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St.. NW, Room 802
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Members of the Joint Board:

The Honorable Gloria Tristani
Commissioner
Federal Communications
Commission

1919 M St, NW, Room 826
Washington, D.C. 20554

The Honorable Dave Baker
Commissioner
Georgia Public Service

Commission
244 Washington Street, S.W.
Altanta, Georgia 30334-5701

The Honorable Patrick H. Wood, III
Commissioner
Texas Public Utility Commission
1701 North Congress Avenue
Austin, Texas 78711-3326

The Honorable Laska Schoenfelder
Commissioner
South Dakota Public Utilities

Commission
State Capitol
500 East Capitol Street
Pierre, South Dakota 57501-5070

The enclosed correspondence to the FederaVState Joint Board on Universal Service from the Rural Task
Force requests that the Joint Board's recommendation on Referral Issues clearly indicate that the
recommended actions pertaining to universal service reform for non-rural companies are not necessarily
precedent for ultimate universal service reform which may be appropriate for rural companies. This issue
was discussed by the Rural Task Force members by conference call on November 17, and the members
voted unanimously that correspondence should be sent to members of the Joint Board. If there are
questions. please contact me or any member of the Rural Task Force.

Sincerely Yours,

('//'t (1.t1~
William R. Gillis
Rural Task Force Chair

Enclosure

.·



Date: November 17, 1998

To: Federal/State Joint Board on Universal Service

From: Rural Task Force

The Rural Task Force was established by the Federal/State Joint Board on Universal Service
(Joint Board) and the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to make recommendations on
the implementation ofuniversal service reform as it applies to high-cost, rural and insular areas
served by rural local exchange companies. The Joint Board has charged the Rural Task Force
with the task ofdeveloping recommendations on cost model platform, input, and timing issues
pertaining to the implementation ofuniversal service reform directly impacting rural companies
and their customers. In addition, the Rural Task Force was requested to provide input on other
universal service issues unique to provision of telecommunications services by rural companies.

At the initial meeting of the Rural Task Force this summer in Seattle, Joint Board Chair FCC
Commissioner Susan Ness urged the Rural Task Force to provide input to the Joint Board on
decisions pertaining to non-rural companies which ultimately could impact rural companies and
their customers. We take that opportunity with these comments.

The Rural Task Force urges the Joint Board in making its recommendations on referral issues to
clearly indicate that recommended actions pertaining to universal service reform for non-rural
companies are not necessarily precedent for ultimate universal service reform (if any) which may
be appropriate for rural companies.

As many Joint Board Commissioners have recognized in public statements, rural companies are
uniquely different from non-rural companies, and appropriate universal service policies must be
considered separately to prevent potential harm to both rural companies and their customers.
The Rural Task Force is moving forward productively as a team to examine the complex issues
ofappropriate costing approaches and policy matters uniquely impacting telecommunications
universal services for citizens, rural companies and their customers.

With the Joint Board's Recommendation on Referral Issues concerning universal service reform
matters for non-rural carriers due soon on November 23, 1998, we believe a clear statement from
the Joint Board recognizing universal decisions for non-rural companies are not necessarily
precedent for rural companies is essential, and would provide a solid foundation for the
successful work ofthe Rural Task Force. We appreciate this opportunity and look forward to
assisting the Joint Board in resolving these critical issues affecting the lives ofrural Americans.
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