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Ms. Donna R. Searcy
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M StrQQt N.W., Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20036

MAR 2 - 1992

Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary

Reference: In the matter of a request by ProNet Inc. for
grant for a Pioneer's Preference for its
Electronic Tracking se7ViC
File # PP-23, RM-77B4-- /

Dear Ms. searcy:

The Huntington Beach Police Department hereby submits its
comments in support of the above referenced request for a
Pioneers Preference filed by ProNet Inc.

1. The Huntington Beach Police Department provides law
enforcement services for a southern California city of
182,000 persons and a SWNner time population that can
sometimes be t.riple that figure. 'I'he police department
utilizes the Electronic Tracking System and is
interested in maintaining and retaining this crime
fighting tool.

2. The Huntington Beach Police Department has been
utilizing the Electronic Tracking System sinco 1989.
During this time, use of the system has resulted in the
tracking and capture of several robbery suspects who
were fleeing from crimes they had just committed.
These timely captures also allowed for the recovery of
the property that had been stolen.

3. The Huntington Beach Police Department is f~niliar with
ProNet's request and its petition for rulemaking to
p.z:"uvlu(;;! p~rmanenL ::5ptH;trurn in Lhfd 216-220 MHz utlIlcl fur
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ETS, and to authorize ETS to operate under the Business
Radio Service rules. We fully support this request.

The Huntington Beach Police Department supports the
grant of a pioneer's preforence to ProNQt bacausQ it offers
a unique crime fighting tool that is unavailable through any
other media. In the situations cited above, these arrests
would have been impossible without a system such as ETS

" ._.Pec.p.~e of incomplete descriptions of vehicles and suspects
. ""as 'well as a specific direction of travel. The ETS system

allows police officers to capture a signal and track it to a
'~~~'l ~~t of arrest. Because suspects are captured shortly

after the crime 10 committed and with the stolQn property in
,tqeir ppssession, subsequent prosecution is enhanced and
,a~most a certainty.

Although firm supportive data is unavailable, we have
reason to believe the system has become a deterrent to some
crimes, particularly institutional robberYf and we have
found that perpetrators are now looking for signs of a
cignaling devlce when they commit such crimes- If the
failure to grant ETS a permanent spectrum results in some
change or loss of that service, our agency, the community
and law enforcement in general will have lUl;iL d. unique and
effective crime fighting tool.
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