
Dear FCC,

In the matter of 1998 Biennial regulatory Review:
Amendment of Part 97 of the commission's Amateur service Rules.
Comments for WT Docket No. 98-143

If a simplification of the Amateur license classes is to be made a four class
structure is acceptable by me. The designation of technician, general,
advanced and extra should be maintained. This is in effect just eliminating
the Novice class license where very few are entering Amateur radio.

All existing tech plus's should continue to have the privileges currently
awarded these licensees. Not renewing their licenses and forcing them to
upgrade at renewal time is a rather poor idea since they may be perfectly happy
with their current privileges. ie no new tech. pluses issued, old ones
grandfathered.

The written test for the technician class license should include electronic
and communication theory at least at the current level.

For the general class license an additional written test should be required
as currently exists and CW proficiency demonstrated at 13 wpm or
less desirably at 10 wpm, but certainly NOT 5 wpm as this does not fit any
reasonable cw operator's definition of "proficient".

proficient: adj. Having or marked by an advanced degree of competence.
              n. An expert

Furthermore the CW test must only accept as proficiency 1 minute of
solid copy or 7 of 10 (or better) questions answered (correctly) with a fill
in the blank format. The multiple choice format is unacceptable as it provid-
es substantial information in the answer choices that would never be avail-
able in a real CW information exchange.

For the Advanced class license an additional written examination above
the General class license should be given.
It should contain as it's name describes advanced principles of electronics
and communication theory.

For the extra class license an additional ie. A fourth written examination
should be administered. It should contain questions of highly advanced
electonics/communications theory ex. feedline impedances and ATV
standards, satellite modes, and digital protocols.
An additional test of CW copying should be administered as described above
to demonstrate proficiency at 20 wpm.

Amateur radio offers tremendous privileges and opportunities for any
individual that can attain the very reasonable requirements that are
currently in place. The technician license offers a significant portion
of these privileges with  minimal licensing requirements.

The Amateur extra class license is mostly a trophy/prestige license as it



conveys very little additional operating privileges. It should remain a high-
ly challenging license to attain with the highly advanced requirements
currently required.

Already it is well known that most amateurs who enter as technician class
operators are not upgrading or even remaining active operators.

If the tremendous opportunities that amateur radio offers is not motivating
existing operators to pursue the hobby to a more advanced level Any further
significant reduction in the testing requirements for amateur radio will only
reduce the hobby to mediocrity and may actually discourage potential
future operators.

With respect to disabled operators, those with severe auditory deficiency
as certified by a licensed ENT can have the higher elements 1b and 1c waived.
To meet with international regulation the examinee can be tested using a
flashing light or buzzer in hand. Other severe physical imparement such
that would make generation of a record (writing,typing ,speaking to someone
who would generate a record) that the examinee would use to pass the examin-
ation as described above (1 min. solid copy or 7 of 10 questions answered
correctly or better) should also have waived the higher proficiency CW
examinations. Those with severe physical imparement as described above should
also have the el 1a waived but this is not currently possible due to current
international regulations. The main concept of this section pertaining to
disabled examinee's is these persons should only have these elements waived
due to conditions that would prohibit 95% of persons with similar
afflictions from being successful at passing these exams. (please see note 1)

Any other basis for waiving these examinations would be related to mental
deficiency and examinations should not be waived on this basis.

The final version of new rules should not be based simply on the majority
desire since it is clear from my experience that many existing amateur operat-
ors are looking forward to "lucking out" and receiving increased operating
privileges via reduced licensing requirements. Is this the attitude that
we want to condone and accommodate?   Not I!

Thank you for your consideration to these concerns.

                                            Sincerely Submitted,

                                             Alan Atkinson

PS:   Since the novice license is to be eliminated the novice subbands must
certainly be reallocated to the remaining license classes. The subband
for the less accomplished licensees the techs and the new generals could
be expanded from the current 50 kc to 150 kc. The balance of the cw/data
regions currently allocated should be reserved for the more advanced amateurs
ie advanced and extra class licensees or if these designations (advanced
and extra) are not retained, the above described balance of the cw/data
regions should be allocated to the top two license classes.



Basic idea: Merit based operating privileges.

Note1
According to the wording provided in the "NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE MAKING"
Section E22 The international Radio Regulations that apply to the Amateur
Radio Service require that all amateurs licensed to operate below 30 MHZ
demonstrate their ability "to send correctly by hand and to receive correctly
By ear, texts in Morse code signals"

I believe the United States VEC'S are allowing demonstration of ability
for deaf examinees using a buzzer in hand or a light. Technically we are not
fullfilling the international requirement "to receive correctly by ear".
The international (WRC) requirements actually preclude licensing for opera-
tion below 30 MHZ to deaf persons!


