
Dear FCC...=20
I am an Amateur Radio Operator, N7WVZ. I have several comments on the

proposed regulation changes to Part 97.
=09

The first area of concern is the Morse Code Requirements. In order to
satisfy our treaty obligations, it is necessary to retain some form of
testing until such time the requirement is dropped from the treaty. I
propose one test, similar to Element 1(a), at or about 5 words per minute=
,
to be passed by either one minute of solid copy or by a written test on
content of the message, either =93fill-in-the-blanks=94 or =93multiple ch=
oice=94
for all classes of licenses that allow the use of frequencies under 30 MH=
z.
This 5 word per minute test would eliminate the need for regulations on
medical waivers as there would be none. This would greatly simplify Part =
97.

Technical knowledge and skill needs to be improved. The question pool
needs to have more questions on new and emerging technologies such as
Spread Spectrum, advanced digital modes including digital voice, RF
exposure, satellite communications, etc.  Also, there needs to be a
requirement for testing at the time of license renewal in order to
=93encourage=94 existing operators to keep pace with technological advanc=
es.

Increased enforcement is needed. There are far to many problems with
malicious interference, unsuitable language, excessive power, and other
poor and illegal operating practices.

Reducing the number of license classes is an excellent idea. The America=
n
Radio Relay League has made some excellent recommendations and these
proposals should be seriously considered.

Thank you for your consideration of these comments

Yours truly,
James F. Shepherd
N7WVZ


