
STRONGLY OPPOSE ANY
SIGNIFICANT     RELAXATION OF
                                                     CW REQUIREMENTS FOR
VARIOUS GRADES OF AMATEUR
                                                     RADIO LICENSES.
                                                    .

1.  I appreciate the FCC making it possible for comments on this subject
to be made via e-mail.

2.  I have had an Amateur Radio License for thirty five years and am
strongly convinced that CW is an important facet of the Amateur Radio
endeavor.  The CW requirements for an Amateur Radio License is part of
the process that makes having a license such an elite accomplishment.
Without the CW requirement, the license would loose part of its meaning
and significance.

I am,  with good reason, opposed to reducing the CW speed
requirements... Over the years, I have instructed and trained many
prospective Amateur Radio candidates on CW.  I have become aware of,  as
I am sure you at the FCC are, of the CW speed thresholds.  The first
threshold is about 10-11 WPM.  A person has to pass that threshold in
order to actually operate on CW and not just be tapping out code from
memory.

The next threshold is about 18 WPM.  Persons can have good operational
performance when they pass the 18 WPM threshold.  The ARRL obviously
recognizes this since they send their nightly bulletins at this speed.

I would be willing to agree on an 18 WPM requirement for an EXTRA Class
equivalent, but I strongly believe the CW requirements for a General
Class equivalent should remain at 13 WPM.

Further more, by reducing the CW requirements, this enjoyable skill
would eventually be lost.  Perhaps that has no National significance
today, but on the other hand it still might. It could in the future have
some need that is unforeseen today.

Believe me,  if good CW skill is not required for an Amateur Radio
License, very few people  will go on to learn it.  So, it will
eventually die.

Please give good consideration to my comments and realize the importance
CW adds to the high status of Amateur Radio and also is a skill that
should be maintained for reasons that might not be apparent at this day
and time.

Thank you,

John L. Keplinger  WA5KOI
13418 Perthshire Rd
Houston, Texas 77079-6028


