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In the matter of 1998 bicentenial Regulatory Review - - Amendment
of Part 97 of the Commission's Amateur Service Rules, FCC WT
Doc ket 98--143.
1"lor'sE' (;Ode has "'b€~en pr"oven mc:~ny ·t i m€?'s as bl:?i ng abl e to mai nt.i:."\i n
communicat.ions when all other modes have failed. It should not. be
E·!} i mi ni:':l:t€~d as a r"E1qu:i.I"'€'~mE!r"lt: for an {-im,,,,tE:'ur" Hadi D Operator-!;-:;
Lic:en~ji-2. ()n E'nl:.I'''y cltE,S ~'J:i,th "No Code" TE'chniti<::~n Cli.;l.SS could
replace the present Novice Class. Band allutm€?'nt could remain the
same as now. An exam of 5 WPM of Morse Code and an expanded
writ.ten test reflecting a knowlege of technical expertise,
especially in the field of component usage, schemat.ic reading and
operating procedures would upgrade the applicant to General
class. The present structure is tDO easy, it is esentially a
tTlemor- y C OL\r" 5(,:::'.

TD earn an Advanced Class License would require 10 WPM Morse Code
an additional written exam. To earn an Extra Class License would
only require another writt.en test. Monitor Medical waivers more
closely to try and prevent some of the past abuses.
Enforcement 0+ Rules and Regulations should be quick and firm.
Self regulation by Amateurs is fine for some but the majority of
operators now are very rude when they are reminded of certain
rules and asked to clean up their act.
A service that does not require effort to earn will be abused,
case in point is the CB band that could have been a fine service
but:. thn:)uql'''' 1 ack of knotrJl E'1]e ancJ enfol'''cI·amE2nt endf.~d up in chaos.

Thar"lk you
Leo O. Roberts K9DGX
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