
Collin Collier, N4TUA
3400 HWY 341 S.
Hawkinsville, GA 31036

Magalie Roman Salas, Office of the Secretary
Federal Communication Commission
1919 M St., NW Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

November 23, 1998

In the matter ofWT Docket 98-143, please do not change the CW testing requirements. I am a licensed
amateur radio operator (N4TUA) and proud of my accomplishments in amateur radio. I worked very hard to
learn the code and feel that anyone who is willing to work at it just a little can do the same. Anyone who
does not have what it takes to learn a little morse code also does not have what it takes to become an radio
amateur. These people would plague our diminishing amateur bands and cause the ultimate down fall ofthe
hobby I love so dear. Please do not let this happen.

Thank You,

Collin Collier, N4TUA
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November 23, 1998
941 Ridge Road
Lexington, NC 27295

Magalie Roman Salas, Office ofthe Secretary
Federal CommWlication Commission
1919 M St, N.W. Room 222
Washingtom, DC 20554

ill the matter ofWT Docket 98-143

Ladies and Gentlemen:

As a licensed amateur for 43 years, I am very concerned to think that there is a possibility that the
licensing requirements could be " dumbed down" to reduce or eliminate the code requirement. If
this takes place, existing frequency allocations will be insufficient to handle the influx ofpoorly
qualified people. The incidence ofboth intentional and lUlintentional interference will increase
dramatically as lUlinformed and incompetent operators crowd into already heavily occupied bands.
It is my lUlderstanding that the FCC has been considering an increase in enforcement activities;
this is a much needed and positive step, but ifthe licensing requirements continue to be made
easier and easier as they have been for the last 40 years, there will be so much chaos that no level
ofenforcement will do any good The amateur bands will become just another larger citizen's
band, which has been the most ill-advised and lawless segment offrequency allocation ever made.
I respectfully request, for the good ofboth presently licensed amateurs and the new ones to come,
that you not do away with the code requirement. The time-honored hobby ofamateur radio needs
to retain and attract people who possess a sense ofpride in accomplishment, a respect for some
reasonable degree ofknowledge about the hobby, and an appreciation for operating within the
commission's rules and regulations. Please don't let all these positive attributes that we" old
timers" have fought to maintain and encourage go by the wayside. Keep the code requirement; it
is presently the only thing that encourages leaming~ as the current exams can be easily memorized.

Very truly yours,

N\ (\(.e~~,-U~
M. Kent Miller - K4lliN
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Date: November 23, 1998

To: FCC Secretary, Magaline Roman Salas
Office of the FCC, Seet. FCC
1919 "M" street N.W. Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

From: William S. VanPatten Jr. K9RKO
Member ofARRL

Subj: RE: FCC WT 98-143 Change the General Class Requirements
~

latllllot in favor of the ARRL's proposal to modify the General Class
License. Please do not pass the ARRL request.

Thank you.

?{)~V jJ ~fdztJf
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