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FCC Secretary, Magill Roman Salas
Office of the Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N. W., Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

Subject: FCC WT Docket 98-143

Sirs:

203 Lynn Drive
Carrboro, NC 27510-1935
Nov 23, 1998

In the matter of 1998 Biennial Regulatory Review-Amendment ofPart 97 of
the Commission's amateur Service Rules, FCC W.T. Docket 98-143, I forward to you
the following comments for your consideration.

As regards reducing the number oflicense classes from six to four, why not
simply reduce it even further to one of two classes. If two, then one for VHF/UHF
privileges, i.e. above 50 MHZ and another for HF plus VHF/UHF privileges. However,
I do realize that this could cause problems with the volunteer examiner program so I
suppose we will have to continue to maintain 3 or more classes oflicenses so as to
have some means ofcontrol over the VB program.

As to RACES, I have no particular leanings one way or the other as I have only
participated in the ARES program and I like it and hope it is kept.

Privatization ofcertain enforcement procedures must be given careful thought
in order to prevent abuses from occurring. IfHams are to be allowed to bring complaints
of interference to the commission, then I feel that these hams must provide the
commission with detailed logs, descriptions ofequipment used to track down the culprit,
and other evidence of their competence to track down interfering stations so that the
commission enforcement personnel will know that the complaint is based on factual
evidence of interference. The hams should be required to report in detail how they tracked
down the culprit.

The three code levels of 5WPM, 13WPM and 20 WPM do not remain relevant in todays
communications practices and should be reduced to one level ofeither 5, 8, or 10 WPM
as long as World wide agreement signed by governments continue to exist. The 5 WPM level,
I feel, would eliminate the need for physicians certificate in many if not aU those handicapped
persons finding it difficult to pass higher speed levels. It has been my observation that those
individuals inclined to use code will very quickly pick up the system and proceed to use it
at very high speeds, while those not inclined to use code will quickly forget what they have
learned as they continue to use S.B. procedures.
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If the code levels are reduced to one or two levels, and assuming the highest
level is below 13 WPM, then I support one minute of solid copy as a means of passing
the code test. The multiple-choice code tests are too easy to pass by guessing from
partial copy especially at the slower than 13WPM speeds. I feel that we should
maintain some means ofgiving the test taker a sense ofaccomplishemnt on passing
the test.

The written examination should be longer and the total pool of test questions
increased to compensate for the easier code tests. Also more questions should be
included on operating procedures than we now see on these tests.

I submit these comments in the sincere hope that they will prove helpful to your
deliberations on this very important docket. Thank you for giving me the opportunity
to comment.
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