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I, Rager L. Ronek (KC7HAP) +file these comments on November 24, 1998 in

the FCC’s "Notice of Proposed Rule Making WT Docket 98-143."

I currently haold No-Code Technician class amateur radio license KC7HAP
issued on 12/1/94. Between 4-5-57 and 6-5-58, I held Novice license
KNAFPRA. [I also hold a Restricted Radiotelephone Operator Permit

(RP-1D5450, dated May 22, 1956).1

I support the ARRL’s restructuring proposal for changes to the Amateur

Radio licensing structure.

I would like to comment on the Morse Code issue. As more and more
agencies are discontinuing the use of Marse Code, and gaing to quicker,

more efficent digital communications, why must we all learn to use Morse

Cade? It is not a mandataory mode for us to operate! It is an aption!
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Most of us will be operating voice (SSB or FM); we then have the option
of operating aM, RTTY, Code, Packet ar whatever comes along next. I
knew the code once {(Novice) but as my age advances, I am having trouble
remembering the characters and even more trouble trying the write them
doawn as 1 hear them. The present system (and higher speeds)
discriminate against the person with this type of memory loss. Enough
said on that, 1 do suppart the ARRL’s proposal including the
Technician’s use of CW where it could better be learned. Perhaps one
partion of each CW subband should be designated for slow speed but not

be designated by license class!
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