
6770 Bunker Hill Circle
Pensacola, FL 32506

25 November 1998

Commerce Secretary
¥Agalie Roman Salas
Office of the Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 MStreet N.W. Room 222
Washington, D. C. 20554

Ref: FCC Notice of Proposed Rule l'Aking wrE Docket 98-143

Sirs:

I have been a member of the ARRL for over 40 years and have never
been "Surveyed" to determine my attitude toward changing the FCC Re
gulations for the Amateur Radio Service (Part 97).

Aphone call to the ARRL to express my objections to the reduction
in the code speed requirement met with the statement that "The FCC
proposed the two-tier code speed of 5 and 10 WPM and there was nothing
that they could do"t

I strongly object to the code requirement for Extra Class License
being reduced to 10 WPM. I am not primarily a CW operator and it took
a lot of motivation and study to pass the Extra Class written and code
tests in 1979. Needless to say I am mighty proud of my present two
letter call. A one or two WPM reduction in General and Extra Class
License requirements would not be objectio~ if it would appease the
ARRL.

Additional comments requested by the FCC are as follows:

1. I do not approve of trading a reduction in Morse code
requirements for additional elements on newer digital technQIG
gie§. Elements should be revised as technology increases
regardless of code requirements.

2. All VEs should use the same Morse code examination
method. Ei.ther method is acceptable to me.

3. Advance Class Amateurs should be authorized to administer
license exams up through General Class.

4. VEt s are not qualified to evaluate an examinees disa
bility regarding higher code speed examinations.

Concur in the proposed four license classes.
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Thanks for reading my comments and objection to the
speed reduction--it really lowers the standards.

Sincerely,
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