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Magalie Raman Salas
Office of the Secretary
Federal Communications Commision
1919 M Street N. W. Room 222
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In the Matter of WT Docket 93-143, I would like to submit the
following comments.
I do not believe that the changes proposed to the present code
requirements for obtaining an Amateur Radio License should be
granted.
In over 45 years of operating an Amateur Station and actively
monitoring our bands, it is my belief that further lowering of
the entrance standards for obtaining a licensewill be of no bene
ficial use to the Amateur Service.
Morse code radiotelegraphy is the essense of radio operating
expertise and has been proven itself many times to be the most
effective method of communication when all else fails. It is
far from "dead" in the hearts and minds of most amateurs today.

I have watched in dismay over the years, the licensing standards
steadily dropping, and with it a different kind of person beginning
to fill our ranks.' Many of these new amateurs have no knowledge
of the kind of study and discipline was necessary in the past
to become a Radio Amateur, nor the pride felt when the hurdle
was over. Such efforts led to a greater effort on the part of
most amateurs, to obey the radio laws and not jeopardize their
licenses and thus squander their hard-earned privileges.

Amateur radio today is still a great hobby and service to our
country, notwithstanding the malicious interference, vile profan
ity and threats of violence perpertrated by a few who care nothing
about the code of conduct that once prevailed on our bands.
This is our immediate problem that needs your attention. Violators
should be dealt with as they once were ... swiftly and sternly.
Lowering code requirements only opens the door wider for this same
type of misbehavior. We do not need more new amateurs gained
through lower standards. We need QUALITY amateurs who had a serious
enough interest in the radio crafts to study and pass the theory
and code tests as they were/are. For those who do not have the
desire or discipline to do this, let them choose some other activity.
Nothing is wrong with amateur radio today that cannot be fixed
with some strong enforcement of the law. Amateurs need your help.
They cannot be the enforcement arm of the law, and neither can the
American Radio Relay League. Further reduction of existing rules
and standards will only be counter-productive.
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