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n; To; FCC Commissioncr's NOV 231998
. Washington, DC FCC MAll ROOM

From :.CLARENCF. E CHITTENDEN d6FYH
16 BERG,vALL ViAY
VALLEJO, CA 94591

Dear Commissioners,

1998 Biennial Regulatory

Review admt.,part 97 of the

Commissiom's Amateur ServiQ

rules FCC WT docket 98-143

I Hold ~l General Class Lie. A lid have bcen a Amateur
radio Op. since 19)+9

Here is my com'ments on Lie. re-strucurtin~. Hn\"(' (3) three classes of
Licensing (Which is 1Il(~ ~0l.1 of the FCC) !lnd lI11')' an'..

A- Extra @ 20 wpm code profiency, @ one minnte solid copy.
U- General@ 13 " " II , " " ""

C- Teclmicinn@ 5 II "" "II""

• We don't need the Novice, Tech plus, 01' thr Ad\,.JIIl&·t'd dassrs. Either meld the
, Advanced with the Extras, Or the Gener:tls in with ! il~ Advanced

In the 60's the Extra and Adv:lIlced whrrc gl'nrratC':l :~s a Illcl'ntive clnsses. I sec
, the Advanced class as a ovcl"lap of the gcncrnl class. ilnd as a unnecess:uy class
license. 1111so :lgree that the Tech mulnovice dass art' :l ovcrlap or each other.

So to reach n 3 tier class systelll, I reCOllllIICll(J thc aiJoH suggestion.

On the Morse code! It took me awhile to le:lrtl the code,now ! do 15 to 20
comfortahty. Its a fonu of discipline, Which is nccdl';; within the Amateur
Commlllll~Y. And ;lS far as the written r·equi ..emcnt·~. I I.j!:licvc in what the FCC sets
as the stmld~lrd of clectr"onic knowledgc, needed,

As for the "Power" resh"ictions, with thc :ldvcnt of Li~', !'cstl'uctUl"illg, The Tech
class, if they get HI? Pl"ivileges, should he limited to HilI watts ('w only, nnd in the
same operating frequencies as the novices now have. And with the generals and
higher, the standard 1500 watts output. (I remember hcing rocl< bound and 50watts
and I was happy to have that)

As for Disability waivers/ Definitely needs some inlllj·o\"~'nH.'Ilt. There has to be, two
doctor certificates to indicate the candidate for" a lifo w;liver. And [ recommend each
state have a 5 member panel to do the testing. The:; m~mbcr panel is unknown to
th~ lie. candidate,with maybe two altemates, A mi!lll::lllll of three test-panel
members is needed to P:ISS the test and wave the exp<'nliioll.

I believe in the (3) memher' pand VE tl~sting Se1~I;l. ':'!H'!"rfore I would be against the
Adv:mced ChlSS giving tests. PLEASE keep I Ill.' .~ !11l"~'1!l1'1' test sctup, [just think
the door would be opened to more abuse, of tesrillg.
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On ENFORCEMENT, While thcn~ is a need for cnforcement, I'm nQt aware oft~~

ARRL thinking, Wc have OO's(Offic:lI Ohscl"Vcrs) They should be giyen some
authority to warn in the name of the FCC(With some training on this matter, alJd "-
Ccrtified) nnd hllv(" a syslc'lIl nf" Iluw lIlallY C·il:lliulls fCII' illfl'~H'lions, eould be
initi:atctl, ic I:all OO's, 1':'-lIIail lIIulllhly n·IIO.·I~ 10 Ihc' F( '(. ;IIHI IIH~ ARRL 011 givcn
cit:ltions mailed Ollt, :11I11 hI' rt"l-~t.'I'ist('t1 lII<1il to thc olTclltll'rsl. When a known
nmonnt ofdtntiolls F< 'C IIlImh.'.') is Iwll·d UII a illlli\'ll:ll, Iht.'11 a show cnll~c,OI'

hearing, before a voluntecr STATE pimcl of (3) OO's is rClluir'cd, before entering
INTO A FCC lie:lring. (ITS A sOln' OF A ME()IJ~TION PANEL, TO GIVE A
OI,'FENDING VIOLATOH A CHANCE TO AMENIJ TIIERE WAYS.befo,re gQing
to court.

I'm in agreement with" POWER" in the lUi' ~xJl()surc table, with PEl' iQIWt JD. .. . . .

antenna.

Also in .agreemcnt wilh, Nn nile "ulcling II FCC liclH~t, lIIay apply fOI'u RCJ:ipl'oeal
permit for a alicn amateur license.

Also in ll~rccment to pllase uut RACES .')(;ltioll liccm(~

All in ..II, IfJ Iiccnses structurc is thc ~()AL...go with A-t..:xtra, B-gcncral,C-Tech.
20wpm 13wpm 5wpm


