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December 11, 1998

Office of the Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
445 - 12* Street, SW, Room TW-A325
Washington, D.C. 20554

Reference: Rural Health Care Corporation Request for Extension
of Initial Funding Year
CC Docket No. 96-45; DA 98-2468

Dear Sir/Madam:

The Friends of the National Library of Medicine (NLM) have been early
and consistent supporters of efforts to ensure that rural health facilities
have access to advanced telecommunications to pursue telehealth
applications.

In that light, we encourage the FCC to extend the first year of funding of
universal service support for rural health providers from a 12-month
period to an 18-month period. Extending the inaugural funding cycle will
greatly assist applicants. Without this change we believe applications may
dramatically decline because applicants will be unable to apply for 1998
funding in time.

Thank you for your consideration,

Keith R. Krueger, C
Executive Directo
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