
Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Washington, D.C.  20554

In the Matter of

Establishment of Public Service Radio
Pool in the Private Mobile Frequencies
Below 800 MHz

)
)
) RM-9405
)
)

COMMENTS OF
     Rappahannock Electric Cooperative

Pursuant to Section 1.405 of the FCC’s Rules, Rappahannock Electric

Cooperative hereby submits its Comments in support of the above-referenced “Petition for

Rulemaking” filed on August 14, 1998, by UTC, The Telecommunications Association

(UTC), the American Petroleum Institute (API), and the Association of American

Railroads (AAR).

Introduction

Rappahannock Electric Cooperative (henceforth known as REC) is a rural
electric cooperative covering parts of sixteen counties in the Commonwealth of
Virginia.  REC is the largest cooperative in the Commonwealth in territory and the
second largest in the number of members (customers).  REC now serves over
70,000 with an annual increase of approximately five- percent.

REC uses the its’ radio system to communicate with the field crews for a
number of reasons.  As with any electric utility, meter connects and disconnects
are everyday occurrences.  The ability to communicate by radio is very much an
important part of this process.  However, the most critical factor in radio
communications comes when there is an electrical outage due to either weather or



accidents.  The ability to coordinate crews and the switching of electrical circuits
by radio is necessary to protect the public-at-large and the electrical workers.

Comments

• Land Mobile communications is Rappahannock Electric Cooperative’s
main source of communications with all electrical field crews.  Without the
ability of our dispatchers to communicate with the field crews in time of
emergency, whether by act of nature or man, public safety is put at risk.
In cases of automobile accidents where an energized conductor is in

contact with the vehicle, the ability of the field crews to respond quickly is
paramount.

• During natural disasters, such as floods, hurricanes, snow, and ice storms,
the ability to dispatch crews in an orderly fashion for system restoral is
essential to help the populace maintain their quality of life.  REC has many
elderly and medical emergency members on our system.  It is critical to get
these members power restored as quickly as possible in order that the
medical emergencies do not escalate because of the unavailability of power.

• In this time of impending electrical de-regulation, REC has taken a
proactive approach in controlling cost.  One of those approaches to go
from a normal two-man service crew to a one-man service crew.  In order
to protect this crewman, we use a portable radio with a mobile repeater so
that this serviceman is in constant contact with the central dispatcher at all
times.  We fear that the possibility of interference during a time of an
emergency would greatly jeopardize the health and safety of this individual.

• We now enjoy a private radio system where we do not have any
interference from other companies.  This allows us to have unfettered
access to our service crews during those times when communications with
them is essential. The crews need to know that the line is de-energized
from the substation before attempting repairs.  When energizing a power
line after repairs, this is the most critical time for good communications
ensure that all crews and equipment are clear of the lines.  If there was
interference during these crucial times, there exist the potential for harm to
life and property.

• I understand the need for good frequency coordination, because we are
dealing with a finite resource.  However, what I am afraid of is, that by
doing competitive bidding for frequencies, small cooperatives like us across
the country, would not be able to compete in the bidding process.

        The cost would be to great when competing with large corporations that
      can make a profit on their investment and thus recover their investment.

  As a cooperative, we are not allowed to make a profit on our product,
that being electricity.  The radio system is a necessity to us, not a luxury.  If



other entities are allowed to compete and get the frequencies we now have
and interfere with the orderly flow of switching orders and emergencies, I
feel that there would be a great risk to our crews and the public-at-large.

• I feel that this Petition for Rulemaking is a reasonable solution that will
help ensure the availability of a critical piece of infrastructure our industry
needs to provide essential public services is not jeopardized.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Rappahannock Electric Cooperative supports the Petition for

Rulemaking, and urges the FCC to promptly issue a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking

looking toward the creation of a Public Service Radio Service as described in the Petition.

Respectfully submitted,

Rappahannock Electric Cooperative

By: ______________________________
Gary Schwartz
Director; Telecommunications, Load
                 Management, and SCADA
P.O. Box 7388
Fredericksburg, Virginia  22404
(540) 891-5841

Dated:  December 23, 1998
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