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In the Matter of

Establishment of Public Service Radio Pool
in the Private Mobile Frequencies Below 800
MHz

RM-9405

COMMENTS OF the TURLOCK IRRIGATION DISTRICT (TID)

Pursuant to Section 1.405 of the FCC's Rules, TID hereby submits its Comments in support
of the above-referenced "Petition for Rulemaking" filed on August 14, 1998, by UTC, The
Telecommunications Association (UTC), the American Petroleum Institute (API), and the
Association of American Railroads (AAR).

Introduction

The Turlock Irrigation District (TID) was formed in June, 1887, soon after the California Wright
Act became law. That law gave the TID the right to supply its constituents within its 450 square
mile District, irrigation water and hydro-electricity from use of the irrigation water. Along the way,
a two million acre feet dam (Don Pedro Dam with 4 hydro generators) and a downstream 2
generator plant (La Grange) and eight mini-hydro plants along the canal system and 25
substations was constructed to supply and control hydro-electricity to its District constituents.
Also irrigation water is supplied to the growers/farmers through an extensive canal system.

Much of the TID's field operations and coordination is through two central control centers
(one for water orders and one for electrical functions). A 450 MHz mobile radio system is used
extensively for field communications to perform electrical high-voltage line sWitching functions,
install/service electrical service to business's and residence's and coordinate electrical outages
within and other entities. The mobile radio system is used in the daily provision of electric and
irrigation services. Also, a Multiple Access System (MAS) radio system is used for remote control
of the powerplants and substations through an EMS (Energy Management System) system.
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Comments

Adoption of the petition would be in the public interest for the following reasons:

TID's mobile radio operation is vital in the protection and safety of the public, the protection
and safety of its employees and the protection of its electric and irrigation facilities. The taking out
and putting in service of high voltage lines must be coordinated with our Power Control Center via
mobile radio communications. Someone keying and talking over this operation could garble the
instructions causing possible loss of life by closing in on a hot line before the line taken out of
service is clear of personnel.

Instant communications to stop or go is required when laying new or repairing voltage lines
from reel trucks along a pole line. A garbled communications due to over-broadcast by others,
could cause the reel truck operator to miss the communications to stop the reel truck causing
undue tension on the line causing it to break. The resultant action could cause serious injury or
death to other lineman or members of the public and property damage to vehicles and property in
the area.

Water orders are given to the canal operators to irrigate growers land. Failure to receive an
instruction due to radio interference by other entities, could cause over-watering or failure to water
causing crop damage and waste of water resources in some instances.

TID is extremely concerned that in competitive frequency coordination, if other users are
allocated to our channels in our area, could seriously hamper the safe and timely pursuit of our
operations both in the electrical and irrigation water areas.

Conclusion

In conclusion, TID supports the Petition for Rulemaking, and urges the FCC to promptly
issue a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking looking toward the creation of a Public Service Radio
Service as described in the Petition.

Respectfully submitted,

TURLOCK IRRIGATION DISTRICT

ight . Williams

ElectrOnic Division Manager
P.O. Box 949,333 East Canal Drive

Turlock, CA 95381
Phone: (209) 883-8281

Date: December 10th
, 1998
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing "Comments of TID" was sent by intra-mail or frrst
class mail, postage prepaid, to the following persons/entity this 10th day of December, 1998.

Federal Communications Commission
Washington D.C. 20554

Thomas Goode, Esq.
UTC, The Telecommunications Association
1140 Connecticut Ave., N.W. Suite 1140
Washington, D.C. 20036

Wayne V. Black, Esq.
Keller & Heckman, LLP
1001 G Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20001

Louis P. Warchot, Esq.
Association of American Railroads
50 F Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C.

Chris Kiriakou, Esq.
Turlock Irrigation District
333 East Canal Drive
P.O. Box 949
Turlock, CA 95381
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