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12/22/98

Federal CommWlications Commission
CS Docket # 98-201
1919 MStreet, NW
Washingron, DC 20554

Chainnan William E. Kennard,

There has been so much confusion over the ability oflocal conswners being able to
receive their local network channels via satellite TV, UHF/VHF antennas, or cable.
And that is the reason I am writing you this letter.

There has got to be a better way for people to get the network stations. Many ofout
customers can only get CBS or channel 16 within a 25 mile radius. Our PBS station,
channel 28, is usually pretty clear in the area due primarily to their strong signal.
Channe147, the ABC station, is good in some areas but not in a lot ofother areas
due to signal dispersion, trees, or distance. The higher frequency doesn't travel as
well as the lower frequencies. We have some people who live only 6 or 7 miles away

from the transmitting tower and can't get a clear picture on 47. As we get closer to

the coastal areas the signals are very hard to get on 47.

With this problem in our area it just isn't right to ask people to spend $300 or $400
dollars to have a Yagi antenna installed on a tower or pole, or on a roof top just to

get a local UHF statiOIL There are no local VHF stations in our area. The VHF
signals are just fine ifyou get into Easton, Maryland or Dover, Delaware area but
terrible in the Lewis, Delaware or Rehoboth Beach area. They are just not watchable
in Eastern Sussex COWlty of Delaware. Also most ofour Rural area is not served by
Cable. Even if it was it is not right for Cable to be the only way for some people to
get their network stations. That is a monopoly condition.

Going to a customers house and taking signal measurements on top of their house or
yard is not a sensible approach to verifying dIe signa1levels.

Please help us get this mess straightened our. The networks shouldn't govern how we
get their signals. The networks put their signals out there for everyone to see. They
should stay out of the policing of the distribution market. Everyone wants their
signals and everyone should be able to get them any way they chose.

conswners,

John Tamosaitis
pres. TPU,inc

Rt. 2, Box 331-W, Laurel, DE 19956. 302-875-4206
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