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DEC 3 07554
Subject: CS Docket #98-201
Date: Sun, 27 Dec 1998 13:52:43 p608 N84 EX PARTE OR LATE FILED
From: Gary Herman <gherm£gg§a§ afdnets
To: wkennard@fcc.gov, hfurchtg@fcc.gov, sness@fcc.gov, tmegowan@fcc.gov,
gtristan@fcc.gov

December 27, 1998
Gary & Glenna Herman
5048 Lake Shore Blvd.
The Colony, Tx. 75056
Federal Communications Commission
CS Docket #98-201
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Commissioners,

It is our understanding you are considering issuing new rules governing eligibility for satellite network
television under the subject docket. Before final decisions are made on this issue, you should be aware
there are many of us in the U.S. who must rely on satellite broadcasts because we are unable to receive an
acceptable signal from the nearest local transmitting antenna(s).

My wife and I live in The Colony, Tx., which is 50 to 75 miles Northeast of the nearest transmitting
towers. These towers are located on the South side of the Dallas/Ft. Worth Metroplex. In The Colony
(and all the surrounding area), people desiring to view network programing must either subscribe to the
local cable company, with its undependable service and prohibitive cost (which continues to escalate), or
purchase a satellite system and subscribe to satellite broadcasting. We chose the latter and, since 1994,
have been able to enjoy network programming via satellite without paying $50.00+ per month to the local
cable company. Also, I might add, without cable "outages" every time a thunder shower passes
overhead.

If any new rules are implemented (and we think you should leave well enough alone) the FCC should take
into account people in this country who are in the same situation as ourselves when it comes to network
television programming. To disallow citizens like ourselves a choice in how we receive our television
programming smacks of a socialistic government and could easily be the beginning of Federally run
broadcasting, where there is no competition and the news and other programming is sanctioned by the
FCC. That the FCC would even consider such proposals smacks of cronyism with the networks and
restraint of competition.

In reviewing some of the material 1 have received from several sources, including your own web pages, it
seems the Commissioners may need reminding that we live in a Democratic, Capitalistic Society governed
by the people. Forcing citizens to rely on only one source of programming stifles any competition
(Capitalism) from outside broadcasters which may, or may not, have a better product or service.
Competition is what Capitalism is all about, and is why our capitalistic society has continued to prosper
for over 200 years.

Finally, due to the above, we strongly urge the FCC to oppose the television networks' proposal to allow
them to determine subscriber eligibility. If this is allowed, it is obvious the networks will claim the largest
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CS Docket #98-201

area possible to be able to receive adequate signal strength for local programming - irregardless of the
publics actual ability to receive an acceptable signal. Obviously, the larger the "service area" networks
can claim to would-be advertisers, the more they can charge for advertising "air time." Surely the
Commissioners can see through such a thinly veiled disguise of greed. It is obvious the local networks do
not want any competition cutting into their profits.

As we are all well aware, there has been an ongoing "feud" between the networks and satellite service
providers for years. This is just another attempt by the networks to rid themselves of the better quality
and lower cost competition. If the FCC allows these rule changes, it is the public who will suffer because
the FCC did not do their job and protect them.

Sincerely,

Gary & Glenna Herman

20f2 12/27/1998 231 P
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Ly,
1948 Grandaddy Road 5'”/1 &
Lawrenceburg, Tennessee

December 24, 1998

Federal Communications Commission
CS Docket # 98-201

1919 M Street, NW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman W. E. Kennard and Commissioners H. W. Furchtgott-Roth, Susan Ness, M.K.
Powell, and Gloria Tristani:

I am writing concerning your impending ruling that will affect my network television viewing. 1
live in Lawrenceburg, Tennessee. I am unable to get a public broadcasting radio station that plays
classical music here. All I can get is Country! If that's not bad enough, you are now trying to stop
me from watching decent network television of my choice. I have an aerial. Sometimes I geta
fairly good picture and other times I do not. The problem does not seem to be weather related,
and I notice the lower the station number is, the poorer the reception. When I use my satellite
dish, I can get a clear picture at all times.

Having a clear picture is not the only reason for my using network TV via satellite. I prefer to use
Prime Time West TV sometimes because I lived out West for many years and like to hear what is
going on out there. Also, we have football games that we can watch only through network TV in
the West. Another matter of great importance to me is my ability to watch some of my favorite
daytime TV shows later in the day, when I get off of work, because of this Prime Time network
that is in a different time zone. 1 pay for this privilege. What gives you the right to take these
things that I enjoy away from me? I continue to watch local network TV most of the time because
of the local news and weather.

Please consider listening to people like me who actually watch television and not the greedy
television stations and cable businesses interested only in their ratings and pocketbooks. Please
leave things as they are!

Sincerely,

No. of Copies rec’d
List ABCDE




SHRLEY GRISSOM
URG TN 38464 7046

Federal communications commission
¢S Docket #98-201

Atten: Chairman and Commissioners
1919 M Street, NW

Washington,DC 20554
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44- 20 DEC. 28, 1998

EXPARTE OR LATE Fi_gp
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMM.
WASHINGTON, DC 20554 .

ATTN: CHAIRMAN WILLIAM E. KENNARD OEC 3()1@8
COMM. HAROLD W. FURCHGOTT-ROTH
COMM. SUSAN NESS ’ . §
COMM. MICHAEL K. POWELL €CC MAIE
COMM. GLORIA TRISTANI

I am writing concerning the ruling on eligibility for Satellite Network Television.
I have received my television via satellite c-band for some number of years.

My closest television station is W.C.Y.B., NBC, which is approxiamately
50 to 60 miles away. CBS and ABC is approximately 100 miles away. I cannot
receive an acceptable signal from even the closest television station due to my location.
I live in a location which is blocked by hills and mountains and etc. This is due to the
topography of the area. I am algo located close to Interstate 81 and due to heavy truck
traffic there is a constant C.B. ipterference which knocks out the picture and sound.
I have tried numerous locations for an antennae and I still cannot receive an acceptable
television reception. ’

I am asking you to implement a fair eligibility system that promotes full access
to network programming. As I am sure I am not the only one to have this problem.
I also urge you to promote com?)etition in the communications gnarket place when
consumers receive poor quality pictures, from local network stafions. Cable Television
should not be their only recourse, as in my case. It would cost me more to be on
cable and I also feel this would give Cable Television a monopoly on the industry.

Finally, I would urge the F.C.C. to oppose the Television Networks proposal to
determine subscriber cligibility, which under their proposal, subscribers would not be
eligible for satellite service even in those areas where only half the homes are predicted
to get a signal from the local stations. This is supposedly sufficient to produce
acceptable reception. This is unfair and leaves too many peopl®with poor reception
without access to Satellite Network Service.

In closing, I would ask you that you give considerable thought to what [ have
put forth in this letter. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Yours truly,

121 Sapwood Drive
Marion, Va 24354

o
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JAMES F. FARBER EX
20600 NE FARGHER LAKE Hwy PARTEORLATEFILED

AMBOY, WASHINGTON 98601
(360) 686-3582
26 Dec 98

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
CS Docket #98-201

1919 M StreeT, NW

WasnincTon, DC 20554

DEAR CHAIRMAN:

THIS IS WRITTEN TO SUPPORT AND TO JUSTIFY THE NEED FOR
SATELLITE DELIVERED NETWORK TELEVISION. WE LIVE IN AMBOY,
WA, A communiTy 28.1 miLes NNE (220) orF PorTLAND, OR. Our
VALLEY 1S BETWEEN THE NORTH AND EAST FoRK OF THE LEWIS
RivERS. QUITE UNLIKE ANYTHING IN THE EAST THERE ARE
SIGNIFICANTLY MORE VERTICAL DIMENSIONS IN THIS STATE WHICH AS
YOU KNOW DO NOT EXACTLY FAVOR LINE OF SIGHT COMMUNICATIONS.
THUS SATELLITE VIEWING HAS BEEN A GOD SEND FOR MAINTAINING
SOME RESEMBLANCE OF CONTACT WITH THE REAL WORLD.

OUR VIEWING PROBLEMS ARE EXTREMELY SERIOUS TO YOU, TO OUR
GOVERNMENTS (LOCAL THRU FEDERAL) AND TO OUR CAPABILITY OF
GOVERNING OURSELVES:

1. SW WA 1s TOTALLY VOID OF ANY LOCAL NETWORK STATIONS.
AND OUR ONLY NEWSPAPER, “THE COLUMBIAN”, 1S AN EXTREME LEFT
WING RAG THAT HAS LESS TO OFFER THAN THE “ENQUIRER”.

2. ALL TELEVISION STATIONS ARE ACROSS THE COLUMBIA
River 1IN PorTLAND, OR. OF THE THREE, FOUR OR FIVE STATIONS
THAT THEY HAVE WE ONLY RECEIVE ONE, ABC’s KATU, CH 02 -wHICH
IS "OWNED AND OPERATED BY FISHER BROADCASTING INC”. THE
PORTLAND STATIONS OFFER EXTREMELY LIMITED COVERAGE OF
ANYTHING NORTH OF THE CoLUMBIA RIVER EXCEPT MURDER. THUS WE
ARE DEPRIVED OF INFORMATION ON LOCAL, STATE AND NATIONAL
ISSUES AND OUR CHILDREN ARE NEGLECTED FOR THEIR NEWS WORTHY
ACHIEVEMENTS AS CITIZENS OR ATHELETES, UNLESS THEY MURDER
SOMEONE. WHAT A LESSON WE TEACH!

3. SATELLITE DELIVERED NETWORKS ARE THE ONLY CONTACT WE
HAVE TO WA STATE AND THE REAL WORLD. EVEN WITH SATELLITE
DeELivERED TV WE CANNOT OBTAIN ANY LOCAL POLITICAL NEWS BECAUSE
ourR SATELLITE ABC pProvIDER IS SeatTLe’s KOMO, ABC, Cn S4-08,
ALSO “OWNED AND OPERATED BY FISHER BROADCASTING INC”. As
INDICATED, ABC PORTLAND INCLUDES LITTLE COVERAGE NORTH OF THE
CoLuMmBIA RIVER AND ABC SEATTLE FOCUSES ONLY ON LOCAL NEWS
NORTH OF CHEHALIS, WA., WHICH LEAVES US OUT IN THE RAIN
PERIOD. FISHER BROADCASTING HAS DELIBERATELY CUT US OFF WHICH
I wouLD BE HAPPY TO VERIFY ON TAPE IF THE FCC DESIRES. THUS A
LICENSE SHOULD BE TAKEN AWAY FROM PORTLAND, OR AND TRANSFERRED
70 VANCOUVER, WA., or NO COMPANY, 1.e. FISHER BROADCASTING,
SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO OPERATE STATIONS 1000 MILES OR LESS
APART. THIS KIND OF OBVIOUS COMMUNICATION CONTROL IS

No.of Copiesrecd ¢
List ABCOE?E -




EXTREMELY DANGEROUS TO THE WELFARE OF THE UNITED STATES OF
MERICA.

TAKING AWAY OUR SATELLITE TV RIGHTS IS NOT A VIABLE
OPTION AND DOING SO BORDERS ON TREASON. THE FCC 1s AN AGENCY
"EOR AND BY THE PEOPLE” AND SHOULD PLAY NO PART IN GOING
AGAINST THE PEOPLE BY SUPPORTING PRIVATE ENTERPRISE, DOING
THEIR DIRTY WORK FOR THEM TO ELIMINATE THE EXPENSE OF HEALTHY
COMPETITION. IF PRIVATE ENTERPRISE CAN NOT CUT IT THEN GET
OUT OF THE BUSINESS.

SINCE )

MARGARET AND JAMES FARBER




~ JAMES F. FARBER
20600 N.E. FARGHER LK HWY
AMBOY WA 98601

CENERAL COMMUNTCATIONS COMMISSION
CS DockeT #98-201
1919 M St NW

wWasHINGTON, DC
20554
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DEC 30155
“CC MAKL ROOM

Dear Sir;

EX PARTE OR LATE Fi.EDDecember 25,1998

1 am deeply concerned that you are going to change my satellite viewing. I hope you take

these things into consideration before any decisions are made.

If I could recetve a reliable signal from my local stations 1 would not purchase Primetime
1 h

24 stations. In our area there are a great number of home station users. when they
start talking it totally destroys our television pnbtu"c, which is snowy at best. Cable in our
area 1s much to expenswe for us to even think about h"ving installed fu"t to view local

prov1der or the cable company.

I do not think anyone has the right to decide what or where 1 purchase anything, much less
what television stations I should be abie to receive.

T thank vou for reading this.

Sincerelv.

Lori Nichols

f»n l"f (‘n , /’
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DEC 3 (s EX PARTE OR LATE FILED 7 (, 20

e oA December 25, 1998
GG MARL ROCY ’

Federal Co munications Commission
CS Docket #98-201

1919 M Street, NW

Weshington, D.C. 20554

In late September, 1998, I was advised by my sstellite source thet
by a recent Federal Court Order, I might not be able to receive my
CBS and FOX network programming in the future,

I contuicted both locsl affiliates 2nd explained th:ot my reception
for esch was extremely poor and, in fact, the FOX netwprk was non-
existant, I live about 25 milesfrom the sources and have some very
large trees in front of my house, in line with their signals. The
CBS affilizte responced and g ve me a written, conditional, waiver.
The FOX affiliate indicated that I was in an excellent reception
frea nd they wouléd have to inspect in order to grant anything. I
sdvised then thst I woulc prefer to use thelr network since my FOX
affiliédte on my satellite showed mostly programs thet I was not in-
terested in =nd I wes unable to view several college football gemes
thet the locel affilicte showed beegzuse of this., I was told that the
stetion would come out in sbout two weeks snd make sn inspecticn.
About tw weeks later, I received a telephone call asuziny directlons
snd I was adviced tivt I couli exsect soieons wltiiin cbout two weeks,.
It hes now been some two months tnd I shve seen no one. I do have an
elevated antennae, installed by a professional end I get no reception
at all on FOX and I receive a signal from CBS which is about as good
s I received when I lived inthe city in the e=rly 1950's,

I would ssk thot you implement ¢ fair eligibility system to promote
fullacce: s to newopk programming.

Fleovwe nromote compeiition In communicstions.

Plecse ovpose the major networks proposal to determine subscriber
eligibility.

Finally, and I assume you have some cirect contact with the networks,
be zdvised thet I will never tune in either of the above netvworks if
they coatinue to force feed me on a locdl level, I had as soon go back
to the radio, preferring to not ruin my eyes attempting to vwateh their
inferior transmittals,

Joe W.Thomas
00 Gounty Rosd # 493
VertZon, TX 76941

cc: Bill Carter, KIDY (Fox) 406 S. Irving, Szn Angelo,Texas 76903
cec: Gordon Hay, KLST ( CBS) P.,0. Box 1941, San Angelo,Texas 76902

cc: Prime Time 24 - 153 E. 53rd st, N¥, NY 10022
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Mr. Raymond Daniels
3615 Highway 376 S.
Camden, AR 71701-8818
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24 December 1998
Salem, Mo. 65560

To the Federal Communications Commission:
1919 M Street, NW
washington, D.C. 20554

Subject: CS Docket #98-201

Regarding the subject of network television when received
via satellites. A ruling which would prohibit our ability to use
satellite reception would for all practical purposes prohibit
our satisfactory reception of the primary network programing.

We 1live in a rural area, 12 miles from the nearest town of
Salem, Mo.. Salem does have cablevision but it is not available
in the rural areas. We are also approximately 90 line of sight
miles from the nearest metropolitan cities of either Springfield,
Columbia or St. Louis where the only direct transmission is
available. Because of the distance, terrain and natural coverage
our reception from these stations is a hit and miss proposition,
and mostly miss.

I request that our satellite coverage as it is now, be
allowed to continue. That the determination of whether or not we
be allowed such coverage, not be left up to someone in New York
City, L.A., Houston or any other metropolitan city. It has been
my experience that toco many of these people are totally unaware
of conditions outside their city limits. How can we people in
the "sticks" hope to get a satifactory ruling from them.

Ré§ ectfully;

/ -

T. 0. Madsen
HCR 82 BOX 148-1
Salem, Mo. 65560

J
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To The FCC

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED
-8 Docket 9%-201

DEC. 24TH, 1998
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Dear Sirs, U, .
SRS 3 B Y \\.

| am writing in regards to your upcoming ruling on the
networks availibility to satellite dish owners. First off, | like many other C
band dish owners have a substantial investment in my system. Secondly, |
can receive no network signal whatsoever. This being due to the fact that
we live in a valley with mountains on either side and more mountains
beyond them. | don’t know of anyone near me that can receive these
signals.

what | might suggest is, for you to implement a fair eligility
system that promotes full access to network programming. When us
consumers can’t receive a quality picture for local network stations we
should be able to subscribe to satellite delivered network programming.

Also | think we should be treated fair about having
competition in the communicatons marketplace. meaning that when we
can’t receive these signals that we are not forced to subscribe to a fly by
night cable company. By the way | do not even have this option back here
in the “sticks”.

We consumers also can’t have the networks deciding who can
receive the signals and who can’t. This is for obvious reasons. This will be
unfair and will leave alot of people with poor signhal reception without
access to satellite network service. So let me ask you to please make a
ruling thats fair to all and not one thats made just for network telivision.

Please give this matter much thought and be fair, thats all anyone should
ask of you.

THANKS AND RESPECTFULLY YOURS
MR. JAMES E HEDRICK

HC 84 BOX 78A

LAHMANSVILLE, WV 26731

304- 749- 7151
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Season S Greetmgs
Mr. & Mrs. Howard B, Print, IT
1287 Degroodt Rd. S.W.
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