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The Honorable Tillie K. Fowler
Member, United States House of Representatives
4452 Hendricks Avenue
Jacksonville, Florida 32207

Dear Congresswoman Fowler:
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Thank you for your letter on behalf of your constituent, Mr. Ronald T. Cyre. In his
letter to you, Mr. Cyre attached his comments to the Commission's Notice of Proposed Rule
Making (NPRM) in WT Docket No. 98-143. In that proceeding, the Commission proposes to
amend the Amateur ,Radio Service rules to eliminate unnecessary and duplicative rules and to
streamline the licensing process for amateur radio operators. .

We regret that Mr. Cyre found the filing requirements burdensome. We nonetheless
note that one of the advantages of having specific requirements for the form and content of
comments is that it more readily affords interested parties access to the comments. Further, I
want to assure you that all comments, whether formally or informally filed, receive careful
review and consideration before any final action is taken with respect to an outstanding
Commission proposal. In this connection, a copy of your letter (including Mr. Cyre's letter to
you) will be included in the record of the WT Docket No. 98-143 proceeding. Further, we
note that the purpose of the Errata to which Mr. Cyre referred was not to change the
proposals made in the NPRM, but rather to conform the proposed rules to the proposals
discussed in the NPRM. Again, we regret any inconvenience or confusion this may have
caused Mr. Cyre.

Mr. Cyre believes that the Commission erred by not first issuing a Notice of Inquiry
(NOI) prior to adopting an NPRM. In this connection, we note that while an NOI provides a
vehicle by which the Commission could obtain additional information prior to determining
whether a notice and comment proceeding is appropriate, the Commission is not required to
take this step prior to initiating a rule making proceeding.
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The Honorable Tillie K. Fowler 2.

While I cannot prejudge the outcome of the WT Docket No. 98-143 proceeding, I can
assure you that the Commission will consider fully the views expressed by all interested
parties before reaching a final decision.

I trust that this is responsive to your inquiry.

STI'L~--Co'U"A
D'wana R Terry
Chief, Public Safety and Private Wireless Division
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau

---------,,------------,----------------~----
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Ms. Sheryl J. Wilkerson
Director, Office of Legislative and

Intergovernmental Affairs
Federal Communications Commission
Room 808
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

Re: FCC Notice of Proposed RUlemaking, WT Docket No. 98-143
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Dear Ms. Wilkerson:

Enclosed is Q copy of a letter from my constituent, Mr. Ronald T. Cyre,
regarding his proposal for changes in license classes for Amateur Radio
Operator License Classes.

Mr. eyre also makes reference in his letter to the PapelWork Reduction
Act as it applies to the Federal Communications Commission.

I would appreciate your reviewing Mr. Cyre's letter and contacting me
with information I can provide him. '

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

,~--\<.~~
Tillie K. Fowler
Member of Congress c..n
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Oct. 26th, 1998

Congreaswoman Tillie Fowler
4452 Hendricks Avenue
Jackaonville, FL 32217-2450

Dear Congresswoman Fowler,

The Frist Amendment to our Constitution gives us the right to
petition our government and that is what this letter is about. I
know that our government has passed the Paperwork Reduction Act but
some agencies have not found out about it. I can write to you or
the White House on one sheet of paper - I can even hand write it.
But not the Federal Communications Commission, they require me to
send the following:

1. Original,
2. four copies, 9 copies if I want a copy to go to Commission

members (why else would I write?),
3. and a 3.5 inch IBM compatible diskette, labeled with the

docket Number and rtDisk Copy - Not an Original."
4. Hand written or letters not complying wi~~ above rules or

below formate will be conaider informal and therefore not
counted or trashed, all letters must be typed or printed.

Format Before the
Federal Communi~ations Commission

Washingtor., a.c. 20554

In ,the Matter of
1998 Biennial Regulatory Review- )
F.m.endment of Part: 97 of the t::cmm~55.ion's )
~~ateur Service Rules. )

~~ Dockec No. 98-143
3M-9:48
:<.M-9150
?.M-91 %

COMMENTS OF
Then I have state who I am and why I am qualified to make comment
or remarks about this propGsec. regulati.Qns. T/n:a:.;: agree with and
di5agree with and why. I simply have d bette: Leea.

The FCC made two main mis~akea - fris~ the never isaued a NOr
(Notice of Inquiry; cefore they issued the NPRM (Notice of Proposed
Rule Making) cont=ary to there own procedure. Second the document
is 30 flawed t~at t~ey then had to issue a thirteen page ERRATA,
which still leaves some major problems Unreso~ved.

Why should I have to bear this undo burden to comment to the FCC.
Why can't I just send a letter like I would send to you? Bnclosed
copy of my p~op~sal.

You:;;{r~1 in/> _
?'-f '-"~'

( J

Rona d T. eyre"""""'-
6423 Colgate Road
Jacksonville, FL 32217-2450

----------------r-------------_



Oct. 26th, 1998

Ms Maqalie Roman Salas
Office of Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919'M Street
Washington, DC 20554

Refer: ~FCC Notice of Proposed Rulemaking,
WT Docket No. 98-143."

Dear Commission Members,

This is concerning the changes in license classes for Amateur
Radio OpeLatoL License Classes. The reason restructULing is needed
is the less dependence on CW (Continuous Wave) Mode undeL FCC
Rules no. 97. There still is valid uses of CW but more and more
agencies are eliminating it. It is slow compared to modern data
transmission types. Most European countries have eliminaced
several classes and have basically 2 classes. Several governments
are in the process of eliminating completely the LequiLement f.).r CW
(Morse Codel.

My suggestion i:3 4 cl.a33e~ .)£ Licenses:

1. Class A, Gene~al Llcense class with code speed ot 5 ~ords

per minute 3kill (would get pre~ent band coveLage and privileges :)f
the present Novice, Technician, and General Licenses,

2. Class 8, Extra-Advanced License with all privileges 0 f
present Novice, Technician, Seneral, Advanced, and 2dtra. It =ou:i
~dve ~ 'Nards per minute or 10 'NCr-dB per minuce. Most of the ')ider:
.'ima~_<>u.:: radio opeLat0.cs had tc pd;33 big hurdles on !.earning ~or3e

Code ':0 'Jet. there license and ~cl~Je 1:he fratern.1ty ini tlclCion :.ype
.Jf mind .:Jet tha:: future people :nU3t go th.rouqh the 3ame 'ri:~ Gf
pas5age'. !hi3 i~ not nece~~a~: In the~e ~odern t~mes.

3. Cld9~ r, rechniclan L.:enfle wlt.h all preseor. T-'3chn:. ::.an
prl.v::'':eges.

4. Cla33 "l'~., Speci.llLlt ~hich is Technician plus data .l.:1l.i

voice priVileges of Class 8, ~xtra-Advanced licenses but not Ln
reserved CW band sp8ctrum. Th~ requirement )[ cw ~Mor3e Code; ~a3

no beaLing on use 0t phone (\T0.1,::;e) dnd high speed data transmiss:'on
types in the5e bunds. It 1..;J just. a means of preventing c t.her
Llcense classes holers of Ilsinq 1..(, The Class T holder would nave
to pass the written pa.cts of C~a33 B requIrement.



The conversion or present licen~e~ to new ones would not be
unduly hard. You could put a 3-5 year extension on present
licenses and give them the time to covert. Present Novice takes
written General and Technician tests. Present Technician-Plus
could take General written or revert to Technician and lose CW
certification. Present Advanced could take written Extra and be
C~dOO 8, 3ince higher word speed has been met.

These classes WQuld close the gap to present world class use. It
would remove the ob5tacle of the higher CW requirement and
basically eliminate the handicapped requirement.

Your.9,

Ronald T. eyre, KE4QWP
6423 Colgate Road
Jacksonville, ?L 32217-2450
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