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Biennial Regulatory Review -- Amendment
of Parts 0, 1, 13, 22, 24, 26, 27, 80, 87,
90, 95, 97, and 101 of the Commission's
Rules to Facilitate the Development and
Use of the Universal Licensing System in
the Wireless Telecommunications Services

Amendment of the Amateur Service Rules
to Authorize Visiting Foreign Amateur
Operators to Operate Stations in the
United States

To: The Commission

WT Docket No. 98-20

WT Docket No. 96-188

RM-8677

PETITION FOR INTERIM RELIEF

Pursuant to Section 1.41 of the Commission's Rules,1 the National Spectrum Managers

Association ("NSMA"),2 by its attorneys, hereby petitions the Commission for interim relief in

the above-captioned proceeding. Specifically, NSMA requests that the Commission delay the

147 C.F.R. § 1.41 (1999).

2The NSMA, established in 1984, is a voluntary association of individuals involved in
the frequency coordination for fixed terrestrial point-to-point microwave service ("FS"), PCS
and satellite earth stations. NSMA supplements the Commission's coordination rules with
procedural and technical recommendations developed in an open industry forum of
coordinators, licensees and manufacturers. The NSMA's objective is to make the frequency
coordination process more efficient and effective.
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effectiveness of the Universal Licensing System ("ULS") rules as they pertain to FS frequency

coordination. 3

In the Q.rd.e.[, the Commission made the frequency coordination procedures for Part 101

FS licensees and Part 90 mobile service licensees uniform. While NSMA generally supports

such streamlining of the rules, imposing uniform frequency coordination procedures on

Part 101 FS and on Part 90 mobile service licensees would not serve the public interest.

Frequency coordination is imperative because it ensures that incumbents are protected

against harmful interference. To ensure that this objective is met, the substantial differences

in provision of FS and mobile services compels different coordination procedures. Unless the

Commission changes its frequency coordination procedures to address these differences,

frequent interference problems could occur, causing turmoil for the FS industry and an

increased workload for the Commission in resolving the related disputes.

On January 13, 1999, NSMA filed a Petition for Reconsideration ("Reconsideration

Petition") of the ULS rules regarding frequency coordination for technical changes requested

by Part 101 licensees and applicants. In the Reconsideration Petition, NSMA requested that

the Commission revise the ULS rules to reinstate the FS coordination procedures in effect prior

to adoption of the Q.rd.e.[. The pleading cycle for the Reconsideration Petition, however, will

end long after the ULS rules go into effect.

It is critical to the FS industry, and to the many public safety, government, wireless and

other users that rely on its availability, that the Commission delay the effectiveness of the new

frequency coordination rules and policies until the industry's concerns are resolved.

3The Commission released its Report and Order (the "~") on October 21, 1998, and
it was published in the Federal Register on December 14, 1998. 63 FR 68903 (Dec. 14,
1998). The ULS rules will become effective on February 12, 1999.
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Otherwise, the result could be catastrophic. As detailed in the Reconsideration Petition, the

coordination data bases would be corrupted by the problems associated with the new rules. 4

Therefore, the Commission must maintain the current Part 101 frequency coordination rules

pending resolution of the Reconsideration Petition.

CONCLUSION

For the foregoing reasons, the NSMA respectfully urges the Commission to grant its

Petition for Interim Relief and delay the effective date of the ULS rules as they pertain to

frequency coordination for FS licensees and applicants.

Respectfully submitted,

January 12, 1999

By:

SPECTRUM MANA

'erl ~.
Robert J. Miller
Nicole S. Batten
GARDERE & WYNNE, L.L.P.
1601 Elm Street, Suite 3000
Dallas, Texas 75201
(214) 999-3000

Its Attorneys

4For example, a change of one second in latitude or longitude could have a great impact
on the interference environment where a short microwave path or close proximity to another
station is involved. Frequency coordination, however, determines the likelihood of interference
even for a "minor" change.
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