
To the FCC,

In the matter of Amateur Radio License Restructuring, I
support most of the recommendations of the American
Radio Relay League, except for their suggested Morse
Telegraphy test requirements, and allocating some of the
present CW spectrum to phone use.

I'd like the for the 5 wpm code test for the General Class
based on either one minute good copy out of five minutes
sent, or a 10 question 'fill-in-the-blank' test, with no multiple
choice questions. Further, I think the Advanced test should
be at 12 wpm, same format as General. The Extra test
should remain at 20 wpm, same format as General.

I also support allowing the no-code Technician entry class
licensed operator the opportunity to try CW in the band
segments suggested by the ARRL proposal.  This will provide
incentive and opportunity for the "no-coder" to get on the "air"
and learn the code by actually doing it.  Presently I am a
Technician Plus, and know first hand the value of "live" CW
contacts in helping me develop my CW skills.  Once those
Technicians get past the CW challenge, I feel they will advance
in a way they didn't think possible.

CW is an integral part of Amateur Radio.  It can never be
overstated that CW signals will get through, further, and clearer,
in situations where a voice signal could not.  In some cases,
that has made the difference between life and death for those
involved.  Having the Morse codce requirement in place means
that many operators will have the skills to keeps that
communication going where it might have been lost.

CW, too, allows for very basic exchange of information between
people who have no other common language.  It encourages
communication using very little power and bandwith - allowing
greater numbers of people to use the airwaves, and is a common
"language" (almost) to open a limited exchange with ANYONE
who knows the code.

Preserving the requirements that we develop our CW skills and
abilities, and preserving the band allocations for CW use, are pretty
essential components for world-wide communication.  Let's do what
we can to preserve and encourage those elements.

Respectfully submitted,

William E. Dumas /KB0LAO


