
  The code/no code issue is dividing the Amateur Radio Service and
is only diverting attention to other matters that are more important.
There is no doubt that more enphasis should be placed on modern modes
of transmission.  However, to do this, the Amateur Radio Service needs
more youthful entrants.  Dropping the CW requirement IS NOT THE WAY
TO DO THIS!  We need better examinations, examinations that are more
to the point of the class of license at hand.  Under the guidance of
the ARRl, for the past many years, the examination questions have
deviated from where they should be.  I am a VE, and really believe this.
Furthermore, please take into account the source of the comments
received. Many of them have come, I believe, under the influence of
commercial companies, i.e. Kenwood-manufacturing, CQ Magazine-publishing,
F.Matia-publishing, and the ARRL-a commercial book house.  Many years
ago, the ARRl was a technical-guidance resource for the Amateur
Service.  Not so today, I'm sorry to say.  It is apparent to many Radio
Amateurs that it is just about solely a publiching house!

In the past years, a few other countries  have tried the Non-CW path
as a trial to improve athe service.  It hasn't worked - look at Japan.
Does the elimination of Code bring in more people. Yes sometimes,
but with also a much higher attrition rate.

To attract more youths to the service requires more than a
"Dumming Down." More is not better, BETTER IS BETTER. We must do more
in attracting youth to the Amateur Service. Dropping Code is NOT the
way to do this.  Youg people have a great ability to lear and master
conditioned-response type skills, i.e. basket ball (when to shoot),
music, foreign languages (several at athe same time) and yes CW Code!

Young people find learning the code a "nifty" challenge.  Something
different, novel. Yes, even a secret code type of information.
 Kide love that. Much of the time, they think talk about technical
matters is stupid double-talk. Using Code is an excellant medium
to introduce youth to Amateur Radio.  Dropping CW code will not
attract more of our youth to the Amateur Radio Service. To the
contrary.

1. I suggest that you keep and expand the emphasis of the Novice
Class License.

2. DROP THE TECHNICIAN-PLUS LICENSE! It has had a deliterious effect
   on the service.  Do it. Roll them over into the General Class with
   a code test. No code, no license!

3. Keep the General, Advanced and Extra Class Licenses classes.

We have had enough of the dumming-down in the country!
The value of something earned is cherished.  The worth of
priviledges depend on this.

Sincerely,  Kenneth R. Buser - WB8KQJ
            Trustee of W8BAA - Brecksville VA Health Center
                               Brecksville, Ohio


