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November 18, 1998

PDERAL COMMMCATIONs Compissiy, 5 g
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY (;
The Honorable John F. Kerry ; | };
421 Russell Senate Office Building - BN
Washington DC 20510 o

Re: RM 9208, f)242, 9246 Petitions for Legalizing [ ow-Power Broadcasting
Dear Senator Kerry:

[ am writing to ask you to support the above-mentioned petitions. which advocate the reintroduction
of low-power, non-commercial community broadcasting licenses.

[ was a member of Radio Free Allston, a low-power community radio station that operated from
March through October 1997. Our goal was to establish and promote a radio outlet controlled and
directed by the community in which it was situated. Current FCC regulations made it impossible for
us to secure a license, and although we did have the unanimous support of the Boston City Council
and were enthusiastically received by the community, Radio Free Allston was shut down by the FCC.

Many philosophies can be found in the so-called “Pirate” radio environment. Many of us are not anti-
regulation. but are pro-fair regulation. The airwaves are controlled more and more by fewer and
fewer corporations and the voices of individual communities are being drowned out by the generic
voice of the conglomerates.

While such things as cable access and the Internet do provide for a measure of community access and
democratic control of certain media. radio is the most democratic of media (I have yet to hear of
Cable-Free Europe).

I feel fortunate that I am from Massachusetts, as we enjoy fair and intelligent representation. Please
help support fair and democratic control of the media. Thank you.

Sincerely,

\if (rwephet)

Joy Campbell

43 Kingston St., #1
Somerville, MA 02144
Joy(@sneaker.net

Copy:  William Kennard, Federal Communications Commission
Susan Ness, Federal Communications Commission
Harold Furchott-Roth, Federal Communications Commission
Michael Powell. Federal Communications Commission
Gloria Tristani, Federal Communications Commission
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The Honorable Edward M. Kennedy
315 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington DC 20510

Re: RM 9208, 9242, 9246 Petitions for Legalizing L.ow-Power Broadcasting
Dear Senator Kennedy:

I 'am writing to ask you to support the above-mentioned petitions. which advocate the reintroduction
of low-power, non-commercial community broadcasting licenses.

I was a member of Radio Free Allston, a low-power community radio station that operated from
March through October 1997. Our goal was to establish and promote a radio outlet controlled and
directed by the community in which it was situated. Current FCC regulations made it impossible for
us to secure a license, and although we did have the unanimous support of the Boston City Council
and were enthusiastically received by the community, Radio Free Allston was shut down by the FCC.

Many philosophies can be found in the so-called “Pirate” radio environment. Many of us are not anti-
regulation, but are pro-fair regulation. The airwaves are controlled more and more by fewer and
fewer corporations. and the voices of individual communities are being drowned out by the generic
voice of the conglomerates.

While such things as cable access and the Internet do provide for a measure of community access and
democratic control of certain media. radio is the most democratic of media (I have yet to hear of
Cable-Free Europe).

[ feel fortunate that I am from Massachusetts, as we enjoy fair and intelligent representation. Please
help support fair and democratic control of the media. Thank vou.

Sincerely,

A ool els

Joy’Campbell

43 Kingston St., #1
Somerville, MA (02144
Joy(@sneaker.net

Copy:  William Kennard. Federal Communications Commission
Susan Ness. Federal Communications Comimission
Harold Furchott-Roth. Federal Communications Commission
Michael Powell, Federal Communications Commission
Glona Tristani. Federal Communications Commission
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movéments’ that lhke place here and a lot of

us ‘'wanted 10’ maybe bring some of those

movements togetheh just lupq of provide a -
b'in Albii 5

| {o:‘mfor.

- open ‘comii
‘ prsmble repeﬁ:pss;onsr,

very secretive of everythmg and ;ust have a
omethmg hat

couple of people doing it
up-decided:
ity ‘Stati

was’ bcmg a oxéc for, other geople in the,(

community who were ﬁctually doing someé-
thing, no matter what jt was, even if it was
something that ‘we might not necessarily

agree with. - When ‘people. are- lq](mg some
' ,

'tive stﬁtibn heré.A 4
ne ‘radio that deals’ Wﬂh&ny of these issuas" :
‘What about the collége station? %
_J: 1 wouldn’t call the coliege station comfnu-

nity radio. It's more like x.o-optcd ja.ded fa-
dio (laughs). : :
B: The college statlon lS better than any :

.oply alterna- ‘
any commuhl.ty,

(
( 1es dswff I prefer to. do
pics.ap - (,,‘Ikmmgo_

tq;is a lot of
( a‘sbmcthlng

16 the upte
tike, “thng about ‘music’is like dancing

about amhxtecture Somcqpeople are just
‘makin

. music to havc fun Some people are




ol l\vyhen we tunedmlast‘mghtwe is pretty red-neck typc
andri;:;n wordering where you get yoiiy stuff plus the fact that oilf

t ) R TR AR Herevs‘Albuque'rque in the universit
‘ area which is kind of uphill from down

hopﬁfﬂl beﬂ ‘lt Of A. - town, and dOthlll 'from the heights an

n Tuesday‘ hxght and

h“v‘ ybe the { ,_an» ,
.;uiwnh othcr pcople ang mbpmwﬂﬁdwﬂ
Ithasnﬂ hedits hmhﬂlWluchxs
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" whilt théy want 10 bear...

Y.

8 You’d invite them 16 éome in a and do it

B

: actly, QQu dop’ tixke what we'te do-
_ mg ‘then come and do it yourself, (laughter)
ctry Our‘mbno‘ls;. If e suck it’s your

'8¢ So where_ have people gotten these sur-'
veys, at Mind Over Matter?

B: Yeah, I guess if anyone is our sponsor it’s Mind Over Matter.

J: 8¢, of course our survey is a little biased towards those who shop
at diéjp‘unk «reoordfand zine store, We should probably put it else-:

\ 0!l thought ¢ of droppmg it out of airplanea?
§:soiiie ofher record stores. who might put it up
wh else ould: <

T: I'don’t db a lot qght now ‘cause my schedule conflicts, but | uséd
_to sét up'and tblge down. RS know basxca’lly all thc equlpment and I'm
" 6he of the setter-uppers -
B: You have done miore: 'than that: DJing, readmg the mail...
J: Getting drunk (laugh,ter)
R: What kind of music do you play when you DJ ?
T: 1 play lots of women’s music.
- R: What does that mean I,d‘you" _ :
T: Music played by women artists is something that’s not usually on
the air. The music industry is.usually dominated by men. I take that
slant to make, it mofe egual but it doesn t always work oug lhat way

_cjm;se'l_ é it o wmj\g hand:gan% .

‘1t m  Hhe bands of go goir commnnﬁg

00 who ax‘el fnends "of min
t'éd lfﬁf‘lnstoncal 1s$ues wil

‘ Tye ti'ymglo ’-g_et them 1
ooiﬂc.;'l’hc" haven’' thade it becavse they’t
too busy with school,'but hopefully they ca
come during the summer.

R: When you get to be 30 walts, dm that mean you’ll reach th
South Valley? - -
J:' We should dcﬁmtely. especmlly if we're still bmadchsung from u
here. 'We're more in the heights now and we can bmadcast down int
the valley, no problem, I sjust reaching south. .

- OUF id th it bovcr all of Albuquerquc so th:

) Y|

‘Mexican. The North Valley s where the Tich, white folks hav
moved. and the land is still in big pieces because they can afford t
kecp it that way. But the South'Valley is pretty poor. That's wher
“the landfills are. That's where all the shit gets dumped

J. There's also a lot of community activism in the South Valley
"There's a lot of farming projects, and all sorts of different stuff hap
pening down there. Actually, Pirate Willie went on a radio prograr
which is on KUNM here, which is the tollege radio station, and the
talked about Rebel Radio for a good half hour. 1t was all in Spanis
. so hopefully people got aware through that and eventually the snow
ball effect will occur. Albuquerq rque’ s not-all that big of a place.

/B It'1l be interesting to see’ ‘what' happcns whenwe:get the highe

watts and cover.more. Just because it's out there doest’'t mean pec
ple are going to hear it, especially with d:gltal uners, people will ju:
‘ 'statipn the. ' “I-don’t thin

: 're doing, s
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mpmamMofmmmMp andoommunity-
thatwasorgamzed i 1996. Some of us havelived
in Gainesville almost all of our lives, and others
are transplants, but we've been involved with
each other through the youth culture/countercul-
ture scene here for about five years now. Our

nd:4o, have
thee edip
potermat that e See being wasted by corporate
_culture with its bottom line agenda-and narrow
_ scope. Because Qf ;tssmallscale andD.LY.basis,
" unlicensed mxcmspawqed_ radio has the poten-
of styles ot perspecnves available from current
legally licensed broadéasters.
! “Pirate” stations can fill in the many niches
between the tightly-focused market-based ap-
" proach of corporate radio and the wide-open
hodgepodge of ti-:
censed non«proﬁt c
commumty 'fadi L

ﬂ FREE Rﬂﬂlﬂ @ﬂ

ion are baslcally toattack corpo-. )
1¥: alternati ,Lproject§ w’rulc«:eﬂqmng our commitment 1o an:

been mvolvod;

that hﬁé 4, lot of.‘ Broups;;such as femini¥ and st

‘tiohs; and others more af

;ﬁrocess of networking that goes on in S F]:bwn

m '

3
1y

fuckin® shit up since they were in high schoa!
The affinity group that starteid Fres Radio
Gainesville was organized in order to make
specifically: anarchist co\ntnbuuon to the local
scene, We wanted to create programs and gotions
that would-complernent gther tocal g

LB

thorifarianism. We. pad_all
actiyisti ghroygh other.groups, |,
some of them, mote'ﬁrh itional. {léfi-wing”
student, Origaniza:.

h,xsm 4nd . anti-ay

! suc in nature such

f

as Food Not Bombs.
_Our little posse met _through: {hé 1aj

community organizing: Initially we all ‘started

‘hanging out as “just friends,” but through our

participation in the process of policy-building
and organizing at the local r.uJical infoshop, the
Civic Media Center, we became increasingly
aware of our shared commitment fo certain polit-

‘ical ideas-radical de-
. -mocracy, decentralized .
orgﬁnizanon. ‘open and
inclysivé’ group' pro-
.~;cess We first got to-

‘ gcthcr as.our own sqpa

.atefreera-
“dio sta-
:~tions usu-
ally do'it in_oné of two basic formats as the
platform for an individual or a small group's
narrowly - focused agenda (like WTRA and
Black Liberation Radio in the early days of the
mxcmpowcr movatncm),'-:pr ¢4 ‘community
ut;aliyone on the air
ﬁdl B&rkeley $24/

strﬁggl&s-whose station
ught to-say. what does or
¢ doesn't ge; o aj'r on a “free” broadcast
frequency" Tbmgs can- get especnally hairy
when'one person or:a couple of people own the
qunpmgfx and the space it's set'yp in and are
trying ‘io make it ayailable to others for use.

At Free Radio Gainesville we are trying to
s;nke a balance between the two extremes of a
personal or narrowly focused set of programming
and a wide-open, chaotic and contradictory free
speech zone. We run our station as a democratic
collective and hdve come up with some basic
notions of what we as a group want to see get put
out over the airwaves in out name. We do this for
pracucalas well asphilosophical reasons. We are
all popr. and none’ offus have thé resources to

3 ét;ﬁa‘llﬁg&l’cxpenses aredaunt-
de,all Ofour activity

" gether to survwe*’ ;
'ﬂus type of problem comcs up over and

volved effort, we have also done street theater

and orcanizad calidncite nvinmts A sl 2 T770 AT L

0 stylcs in the %;?:al clibs. Some of our
" members who' grew up in this scene just took the
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CM: Why did you de- .
cidé 'to get involved in |
micro power radio? -
‘What ‘wys the motiva-

tiopand what; was  your personal expeneuce? -

PD; Well,.
ter and a hang
lotofradxqpnd{
iog
iditaddy to my so
information g an that sort of ﬂ)mg :Listening to
the radio is very important to me. One of the

;;urmg the day, 1 listen 1o a"»
ftch almostno TV, but L listen_

RADIO MUTINY

Rag;oﬂbmadens my, culmral_-' gl
§ornewsand_ «stich

worse, There’s been a

.concentration in ‘media,

ever since the 1996 Tele- -
mmumcaﬂox);sAquhehnutson tpuonown-' ;
‘ ;) be:

Whl !? "Sills

Distiey. It's. mally A shame. One of €

things that led to
Radio Mutiny .
was the round of
censorship - -of
Mumia Abu-Ja-
mal. There were
several very dra-
matic incidents
over the past cou- -
ple of years in-
volving Mumia . W

Abu-Jamal, Mumxa ns a former radno pumahst

in Philadelphia who has been on death row for

many years. He recorded a series of commentar-

ies from pnson talking about prison life, talking

about what it's like to be awaiting the death

penalty and so on. NPR was very excited to

bring these commentaries to the general public

and unfortunately it was just about time for

NPR's funding cycle to come up and Bob Dole

got on the floor of the Senate’and he said “I'm

not going to fund NPR if it's going to broadcast

the commentaries of cop kxllers, What kind of

journalismis that?" Andtoit's great shame NPR

backed down. They pulled the series. All of a

sudden they lacked journalistic merit whereas

just a bit carl‘ler they were ‘all excited about it.

There was just a real shameful spectacle of the

way supposedly non-commercial public media

are influenced. by the: conflict of power and

influence.Théni 4 second incident was that the

Pacifica Radio' Network chose to° cagry, some.
commentaries by Mumia Abu-Jamal ag well. In
their case they were carried in Pennsylvania by

Temple University's radio station and the very

day the Mumia commemanes were due Lo airon
that station . ]Temple dxd not merély cancel the

Phﬂzdalpha o
stop o their Fast

show, they. canceled’the entire Pacifica; Net- .
work Aftermatthgrewasnolon eranyPaclﬁca, ~Cl
‘déniti E

us at Radio Mgtmy

We falked 1o the gﬁstwLthu ad Pelrish of Rﬂdlo lﬂh

Coa? Niropover Ram . viig CM
10 s o the st (oo, The yer! dag, PeDisk beld 4 i
workshop 2t the Civil Disobedience Coaference which was hld i
Amarman (Inxvemit; 'ﬂm workehop maﬂqded byoree 80 gl

most of this cen-

* tury anyway, in -
~most ofth_e h:s-

T 3 ”mg‘

that. Of the 10,000 stations across the country,
about 4000 have changed hands in the last two
years. Almost all of those sa'e and acquisitions
have been independent stations falling inito the
hands of the large chains. And these are com-
mercial stations.

CM: And the non-commercial spectrum?
PD: Its been dramatically [reduced)

CM: We lost a jazz station here last year in
D.C. which was switched over to being the C-
SPAN channel,

PD: There’s quite a few pressures on the non-
commercial spectrum these days. Universitizs
~are tending to cut their budgets, so more and
more stations are bcmg asked to be self-support- -

that's ‘a. yeal. ﬂuamg‘ Wse umvcrsmes -th
iwhole jdea oﬁsmmg ndide jmquengies for'uni.

-versptxes Lb%t h of an aducationa
nature. I m m

anything of at;
aumy‘ersi}&s' .

a that proves'to §local Hews;

25 tha wcneedakmdofa
radio that, is;hot. /i il
bcholdqg m; ]
esis.: Socond of

S i ;3’

Sfr
the local police deny e 1o
good terms wuh the
Kind of Jomnﬂxsmmat people can rely on to get.
their news and information. So that had a lot to
do with it. It’s also, in.the pasl couple of years,
radio has just gotten dramatically, dramatically

M"That jh;i notadj%p to thc

E B

s BN

radlo.

HE AR

really sink their teeth 1pt0

massnve move towards

1mponam precepts behind radio regulauon in

: onthesedays?_

now:sﬂmﬂmﬁlmauivemvelmyﬁmn' for &
working. First we were on for one night a week

ing in terms of their income and that means that
they genetallyinimx : opmmércnal fornats. And

‘e _last ume | heard

pr tiretion O
‘ on_ topics of interest, "Of ¢ E course, that's,
gone, long, long gone. I’ sunfortugalc that there
is very little on the radjo today that people can f
JRY upagamstapn:a}e.sta IQQ

CM: Mystery Kickboxer, whysre you inter
-estedin micropower radio? Why do you hat:

+ current radm" What are your problems witl

it?

» .Well. all those;thxpg%ﬂyat Pcte just saxd

i ch. qutly Igo
‘ever givet
radioandexpres.
mlmty to do tha
whcighbom and dc

s my-ideas.

o e g sand:
CM: Doyouhavea program on this station’

MK: Yeah, 1 have programs on WPPR sinct
almost since it started up, I'm involved becaus
I like the other people $ programs too and it”
just really s&usfymg to be involved with it.

* \CM: Tell us about'Radio'Mutiny, history
 how bong has it been on the nlr? What’s goiny

'ny:fs, ed with 4 or .
isons 1 described above
k of business a
f ith yadio. We man
’ cwﬁc'ﬁfafgw months to get a ki
smitier and ‘assemble it and get i

We went on the air'first in October of 96,
suppose. Ever sincé then we've been building
Right now our schedule is 6 nights per week
coming on around 5pm to midnight or so. We d
a variety of public affairs programming, a lot o
music programming, some local news and infor
mation, some sort of, you know, kind of literar
programming, both reading stories and {...]
CM: Do you have & program?

PD:1don’ Llpersonhllﬁmﬂpaﬂofﬁ\c collectiv
so 1 have a lot of tetpbns:bilmes having to d
with operating the station and that sort of thin
“Very involved in'the hitlonhl polmcal fight fc
nﬁc;opovm; mdi& _

ingth quesuons th
ypicience thatas
from for thls 1

" o0t et adkedTSs
Wherg isthe funding;
scarch‘7 Who

2 . ;; }s ecause there
in courtl, { wf ﬁxe Berkeley |
B ‘crﬁeleﬂ fifsc ‘fhe lfim[ed States

and the pirate st
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5V ‘llcismes as an example. Thecity council tries to sell the us citizens
dy amy of “development” schemes to bring “jobs” and “economic
th,” to ourhumble burg, but they always seem to end up being the same
W eethean dqals for local developers and big-business corporate fran-

) chi i who provide us with more shitwork for less pay and the same old
. “KotpBrate Amerika strip malls, facades, and dangerous, pollutmg industry.
Meah(vhlle the little mom-n-pop businesses that provide unique local
: culfuréand a i-aytonomous local economy go down the drain from the
‘x céinpctmon “Downtown redevelopment” translates into creating safe

‘zones for the local Richie Riches and their **vision” for our town. This means
i moves like trying to push the poor folks and “houseless” people out by
’ threatening the shelters and the churches that provide services; putting
§ police and economic pressure onthe area’s only punk rock bar to try to force
it out of the heart of downtown, where it currently thrives and festers like a

§ &du'ty little thorn of rebellion in the side of their oh-so-carefully planned .
4 rporate Kookie Kutter Kommyaity; trying to force all the local papersto |
same'- expensive; butt-Ugly metal distribution boxes sq that the ';
dent-papers’. colorful bid D.LY. boxes won’t hurt their prociousi
eyeS’ and selectively enforcing alame lxttle city ordinance that makes ita
-erimie for activists, hommeless people, and punk kids to hang flyers on city -

h\iy{

utility poles while Coca-Cola plasters those same poles with giant Olympic
hype posters.

When you step outside of the confines of political debate that the
corporate machine presents, it is easy to see how there could be many
different kinds of solutions to the problems that a community faces, and we
want to promote our particular vision of cooperative, collectively-created
solutions that are based on real democracy. For example, if a neighborhood
in town is having social and economic problems, let the people who live
there come together to come up withideas about how to solve them, and then
vote on the proposals that they themselves come up with. Let them bring in
outside “experts” for advice and reach out to others for material aid if they
freely choose to do so. In the corporate capitalist mentality that rules now,
there isonly one way to come up with *'solutions”-top-down government or
business power. Their solution to the problem of “neighborhood decay™:
opening up “new markets” for big-money inves-

"ownéd music stores, chiibs; and N(maé?

people decide rf they weam (o pay attention. To use an example from our
day-to-day practice, the only time any word from the local New York
Times syndicais aewspaper gets on the airis when the Radical News Hour
reader uses it as {odder for attacking piss-yellow corporate joumalism
comparing and confrasing it with covcragc of the ‘same issue from
alternative press sources.

To build our nrganization and expand our programmmg we decided

- to stick to grasszoots methods of outreach: speaking out about Free Radio

Gainesville at sofisi gath\.nngs and political events, publishing our mani-
festo and recruiting ads in the -local radical paper, on-air requests for
feedback and prograrmming ideas, and personally recruiting individuals that
we encountered o the street, in meetings, or at work. We ultimately intend
on raising money he traditional grassroots way: music benefits, t-shirts,
bumper-stickers, and soliciting funds ffom moneyed liberals who support
our cause. We constantly request from our listéners music and equipment

.donations. We especially encourage music - from 1ocal artists so that we can
sbene. Sofi

‘betier promote our unique cultiiral soene 'wghavcagreed nottoaccept
mopcyfrom anyonemcxchangefptadvqn; %pdp InStead itis our hope to
ésfablish barter relations (celations b 4ssistarice) with locally
émimen! ta‘lofganizaudns

"Prospectivé members are ‘dsked to write a proposal detailing their
program idea and how they think it might compliment our mission. They are
then given a four week trial slot during which time the existing collective
listens in. The trial member is encouraged to attend meetings to better get
acquainted with FRG members ‘and to receive feed back on their program.
At the end of this trial period the prospective member is invited into the
collective as a full member or rejected if the group does not have a solid
consensus that their program complements the mission of Free Radio
Gainesville. For example, a DJ that persists in being misogynist, racist,
homophobic, puts out sloppy, self-contradictory information, or refuses to
respect and take care of the equipment or the space.

Since these policy decisions were formalized, we have added one
new full member and are trying out three more. The addition of new
members to FRG was initially baseqd on affinity. We formed the initial

: *" collective by pooling our money and resources

tors (strip malls, yuppy apartment complexes)and
providing more fodder- for the Prison Industrial
_ Complex with more cops.and harsher laws. If an
i idea does not somehow geﬁerate more power and

- more profit fora pnvgléged minority, it just isn’t

wl;eai Hecided to'formally draft policy per-
taining’ to'decisio makmg and the. addmon of ¢
v.broadcast

N

¢ P+

be heard, and o ibility to our Somnunity

lies in living i up to that goal.’ There isno’ room on our freqmency, tou

extreme exam\ple for the local KKK . Their interests run directly counter

to the kirid of political and economic empowerment we hope té promote.

Let them find their own meghods of outreach, and if they do, then let the

on the principle of “From each gccording to his/
. herability, to the project acpondtng toits needs.”
iiding the

as a whole. '




getiing stedhave nothad toosevere punishments. Mostly
ng Warning Jetters. So, it would be a really great .
of bmal erstahons tobeontheunr 50 people could hear *
}1’3&’_ just ‘hormal people talking on thé radjo and playmg
%A get used to tht non-slick sound b that ... it's kind °
8 1aw is old and doesti*t make sense anymore the people
o abaut it thHémiselvés and therefore the law chianges. That’ s
evolution'and ‘s6 the tour is really about helping that along
PD: One thing that...Radio Mutiny recently got a warning letter from the
FCCandoneofthe thmgs that we said right after we held a demonstration-
our demonstrauon was in front of Benjamin Franklin's old printing press-
what we bas;qall =said was thaf, back in the 1770s Benjamin Franklin
\ynby*h ‘vu)g this prmtmg press dnd asserting his -
chand séq u;”sélves asdoing the same thing “The First

Sy

EVGS ;‘ihﬁt ibonoe

\bovit; 1

1o everybne ﬂm\
issues that takes p’lace today is not people standing around on street corners
talking to each other about “Oh well, did President Clinton sleep with this
personornot?” Ittakes place in the medna and the unfortunate thing is that
the miedia is in the hands of a relatively small number of people who have
very clear Interests in this, The tour...one of the things that we did at that
demohstratlon is that we issued a platform of a number of actions that we
would take in response to their actions against us. One of them is .
promised that we would open up ten stations for every station that they
tried to shut down, The microradio tour is an effort to let people know just
in microradio, just what the issues really are among
the potential of this is. There is no 1aw of physics that

stobe SWam

hqveﬁ\enghttq yellat passcrs—by P

Whﬂ : .»‘v‘ 3 .ma
 gredfmajofity bf debate about the' RN i

d with rpligious blgots. wnthused _

well. Particularly because they live in a world that is more about soun:
than most people thathave a part{cular ability and get the talént for radic
The local NPR affiliates haven't seemed.. ;-been ablé to "ﬁpeze them il
andit's becausé they don’t make money in fund drive sorts of show
that make money for NPR on fund drivé are’the Savvy Traveler or th
“gourmetshow or whatever ~ shows that appeel'lo a more upscale sort o
audignce'thiat has énough motiey o thiow At the s h‘onwhcn pledge driv
thmeé comes around. It is ope oF the reat scindals of public radio today —
" the'move towards appealing only to wcalthlef audiences. People ofte;
mistake cause for effect in that whole thing. It is not that public radio s fo
snobs, it’s that snobs own public radio.:

CM: How important is it to get your commumty or nelghborhom
involved in a micropower station? Is it wise to have just one format
llke tl;e major statlons do? At this po lﬂh re 8 ta¢ﬁcal advantag

tation is-one o
out slogan§ is, wécall oumelvest‘a dlffel‘em s!auon every hour.” We jus
Vi ds' f progrﬁmm’ 5 ové; ome'you gi! hate Iti

\ elves'to smgle types o
music, smgle 1deolog|cal sorts of thmgs I've heard of pirates that justrea
the bible all day on their radio station. :

CM: We should be promoting that, people being able to put thei
- viewpoints on the air, it’s free speech. :

PD: The radio that Radio Mutiny advocatcs is the ‘reemergence ¢
community radio stations with a wide variety of viewpoints and music an
cultural production-stuff thatdoesn’t make money but stuff that isinval
able to our cultural heritage, 1o our public discourse.

CM: Is there room on the dial for micropower stations? The FCC an
the NAB (National Association of Broadcasters) always argue ths
there is interference or interferénce with air traffic controliers. Ho

'ncy Tknowofr

MSO]CSS totry 1o broad
old go4or 5 block

twoylddo'such thi




?‘%“9“3? !
;- Gungs to puilt ‘radio,
: addrg‘s.s,‘,'migé; l pf {hose at xhe comprencg We encoumge
 injerested ,;3plrmemd jg.2and micropower radio to come out. -

- tllgmwn around for all other sorts of uses,
havm,g a conferenee in Apnl?

ion and those who, dont There ‘will be hands-on
ops .for vilding tr&nsmlt(ers‘,and a lot of d;ffercnt kinds of -

TN i

' We. 106& forward 10 being an opportumty for all the pirates and
rrucrobroadcasters in'the eastern United States to get together and talk
about what direction this movement is going to take and it's also a really
good opportunity if  you have a little group of people that want to start up
a statjon there's gomg tobea lot of real hands-on how- to-do-it sorts of

:Ahis interview may appear after ‘the conference. Where

3 éonfetenoe for people intétested in plrate tadlo wh )/

. a radio pirate, well, you gobta,

" radio. There certainly are fines..

make sute that the equipment. mall working correctly and while you start
! toungarth the wchlmof PIORTAMIMINg resources _at;s your ocal commu-
nity, That wWas certainly; Ww Mutiny}s pg

-about our station in the bﬁginnmg, but Bﬁid Blly st
_outin other ways. In tgm\sgg;hc tl;mgs vai oan Ha

: n if ‘you want to be
helps if-you don't have
1100 much to Jose. Anyp) ' y 1 ¢ ;hgnyi;e 18 just lying. You have
to have a stron g commit and ‘be willing to face the consequences of
violating federal law. There is a potential forjail as a result. Idon’t know
of anyone that has ever gone to jajl and the FCC has said as much, that they
don’t really have very much mterest m sendmg pcople to jail for pirate

5 ’CM Sort of like senzing Ben Franklm’g prmting press?

n
people go for mformauon, respurces.., Do Yyou guys havea web site? _PD: Right, exactly. They like do.that: That's probably the most likel:

Will you be postlng there?

PD: Yeah, there are a few great places for information. You are always

wglcome tocontact Radlo Mutiny, We are at41 16 Chester Ave Box 238,
Philadelphia, .PA 19104, Call us at-215-382-4992. Send us email at
wppr@svaha.com. Our web site is at http /lwww.thud. org/mutiny.htm.
Other good places are Free Radlo Berkeley.

CM: Who provides transmitters? .

PD: A good place for l,ransmltlers is FrceRadxo Berkeley or L.D. Brewer.
CM: How much would it cost to start something up? —

PD . Again, you'll hear somg people say things like you can start a pirate

movement. 'many unlicensed stations are opcralm g out pretty much.

$12.34 ap | paper. clips. and wire ties or whatever. Byt,
bea ;ny:mbgoadgaster—vﬁrs; of all you

‘ important

)othe i »tapons and CM: Limagine

open. It's often not a bad idea when you are first starting your stauon tobe

outcome at this stage of the game, As & result of the Dunifer case, the FC(
doesn’t seem to excited aboyit gelting into questions about people’s civ:
liberties and that sort of thing. It dqesn 't seem that they are very intereste
-in issuing big fines or ‘sending people to jail, What they do want is to gra
your stuff. They want to give you a good scare. That is certainly

- possibility and they’d cenamly love to catch you doing something else
One operator in Florida, thcy found marijuana in his house. I think a goo
principle for microradio is ‘commit no more than one crime atatime whe
you are operating a pirate radio station.” There are all kinds of possibilitic
, all sorts of things can happen, but you should also be aware that there a
hundreds of microbroadcasters, there are hundreds more microbroadcas
ers out there than the few d by the FCC. Really, t

more microbroadgasters. thars.
Intergptg mw

> their time chasing.
when they could be doi g

< Laesha Fatieea af diaital radin e oning to he. They ¢




S e
-t

aﬁlmodxa Q?ohcs They should be out
ederal mglﬂa‘tb +fiot chasing around after
D Exefcise thexrfree Speech nghts ‘
‘of people out il Lof

: diﬁ Ay .‘ ] % ‘ t .
CM:Doyour givé'jou'éommems abouiRad:oMuhny”'DOyou

tell them about the station? Can they eéven getit? =~ -

MK: Most of my friends are on Radio Mutiny. No, I’'mjust kidding. People

- who hear the station often say that they find themselves listening to it and

are Very imptessed. I'vé gotter mostly positive feedback about it. People

. ax‘epretty exélted about it. 've even heard that somebody mtght just sxt at

ﬂnng afte ml‘other We thought they were late; then'we couldn't
ﬁgure ‘'outhow to cue the tapes, then we couldn’t use the record player. It
was very chaotic and then it just wound up that the next person who had
a show, Comtfmml(a(e. ‘who' does Mutinoys ‘Néws,  shé ‘came in and’
wanted touse the Statio‘n ‘and one of the DJs, well, she teally really wanted
to-finish readmgmr stpry “Georgle and thé Glant Shit”* She evcntually
had to"be stopped.”
CM: Do you ever fee! a need to be like the repl ]ournalists on real
radno" Do you feel that you need tobe on nme and do the things they

MK: As far as bemg gn time, eah l thmk to make thmgs run smooth...we
try and take responsibility formakmg things rup rightand have respect for

that sort ofd'ung . Butas far as giving glazod qvagaports and soft feamnes

' h“&lfbiiﬁs\vasfreal anhouriltwas ‘yout

advertise things targeted towards children. That is very sensible, I mean,
people tilk about “Oh, how terrible it would be for chi}dren to see
pomography because thcy are so xmpressxonable " Well, I think it's

to be consimers. That teach
. gﬁlﬁﬁ bcjng able to
1l ot thichoradio, since

y’*ufﬁnk

¢ 1.t : ‘only plaée oing'to e,totakeup the
challenge of ‘gencrating Kids gminmiilg tﬁat isn’t. focused on tie-ins

‘between kaey Mouse an sorts of stuff
nt's wallets and

“thats just téaching children to g6 aﬁd_reac}x,mn‘: théir parer
buy thmgs One of the greatest pressures in the lives of parents of children
is the pressure from children to buy them stuff. Buy them stuff that is
essentially worthless, that has no real use. It has status value and it has
momentary ﬂeeung bells and whxstles 'Ihcre is an excepuon thmgs thal

ntchooura‘ you'to hav ,iﬁg“h‘s

TR

of problems with that.
“CM: And I believe that last xummer,in the McLibel case the judg
agreed with the defendants that McDonald’s ex!)loitd kids.

'PD: Right, Well,there's the recént thirig ; dbout ihie Joe Carnel campaign—
‘making cartoon characters to encourage kids to smbke carly. Itreally say
something about American commercialismanid capitahsm thatit's chose
10 colonize this sort of final frontier of the innocents, of childhooc
vulnerability of children. American capitalism seés that as a great sellin
opportunity. That's one of the things we really seek to combat at Radi
Mutiny, It's one of the things that we haven't pulled together yet but yo
can bet-that if we survive the next year we're going to have some reall
excellent children’s programrning produced by dren. Perhaps it's ¢
the #ystem blt-cértainly not the‘kind of do g adult children
celebritiés, What we want ly pmducmg a lot of the
owtistuff. aloiofihe chnldr!_:n , uga eir own plays all the tim




: jimpp}zén _fo all rnedinms to be 4s democratic as possnble. I mean
?hat wehve ina democratnc society it doesn’t make sense that the

aLis more i rtant @qdcmoa'acy Certamly
“theére's nothilig Abo! é’" g0 m;,“‘é‘? ahsg'muwds :Con
- ftforces us {0, lopk more carefully at what our society’ 1; about tbddy and
to what, exterit our society is dominated by commercial interests, by
corporate interests, by interests that... their job is not to serve the public.
Thexr r job is to make money for themselves.
cally \\vbgt we need is more participatory medla where we

183 vety il 19 do with technology and has  lot 10 do
' nomi; system. It's really. gothke_xhat evenin

i e

' d the. wqud

» s a ‘good: example. Cana,glg has a thriving ..
com{gn ity; pg ector and it is, incredible in .comparison with the:
impoveished comminity radio sector in the United States. . s
CM: If you look at history, Professor Robert McChesney and others _

. have compared the Canadian radio system and the British radio -
system to the American radio system back in the 30s. How it started
out being very. poncommercial and how the others stayed non-
commerical and.goyérnment-supported, whereas this one became

privatized angd commercial dominated.

PD: Thereisa d;sturbmg trend in world media loday of this emergence

of med:a congl 'mer?;cs medla giants that are gomg m and trying to
)|

comm‘rmcamas 3

’(/MQ IQW
tion. wPD.lt&&trﬂYest)

. anybodyever say to me What's wrong w;tp Y

. me that question! Everyone, evertalk othey
© “I reemiber when 1. was younger there wi
: somethmg that really insp

" There’s no local vadanczmore. S
* PD: The DJs all sound exactly the same, At Radio Mutiny we xeally thir

have » Dew contick ‘placisl qpon thexr behavxor, but the fac; of the matter
is, every time move ﬂm’x!(mmental regulation goes up! Srtall businesses
crumble &nd big woeeporations stand to. beneﬁt They swallow ‘upall their
wmpcnncm rand - me :

R 7 !argq» mmts omr a'v‘

P

CM: mlooungw

1 know is that my stations suck. ;
PD: It's funny, because all the people I ve ever talked to about it, lots of
peopleaskme Isitillegal?, Is 1tdangcrous7 or whatever, butI’venever had
) 10?- obpdy hasever asked

m b
- that gnpped them That justdoesn g ia

\ o epts »
statlon isa Ticense to pnm moncy They are enormOusly proﬁtable anc
they manage 6 make tons and sons of money at what they are doing.
‘At Radio Mutiny we really feel like 100 much of radio today is stucl
in these safe formats, safe formulas that won’t offend anyone. No one wil
ever need to touch the dial because they know that within 45 minute
they'll hear their favorite song AGAIN!
CM: Basically stations are owned by large companies so the format
are the same from town to town. You driye around you’re going t
listen to all news, you listen to adult contemp i

. that radio should be at Jeast alj

y

langerous; If sho
potenualtotakeyousomep : qu? 3
it‘ ' )
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