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EX PARTE

Patricia Aileen Mahoney
Assistant General Counsel
Regulatory andTrade Policy

Iridium LLC
1575 Eye Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005
USA

T: 1-202-326-5795
F: 1-202-712-n30
patTida_mahoney@iTidium.com

ORt Gl ~'AL
January 20, 1999

VIA HAND DELIVERY
Magalie Salas, Esquire
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
The Portals
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: EX PARTE Presentation in:
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ET Docket No. 95-18 /
IB Docket No. 96-1~

Vlto Services Limited (File No. 188-SAT-Lo1-97)
Inmarsat Horizons (File No. 190-SAT-Lo1-97)
Iridium, LLC (File No. 187-SAT-P/LA-97 (96»
Globalstar, L.P. (File No. 182-SAT-P/LA-97 (64»
Mobile Communications Holdings, Inc. (File No. 180-SAT-P/LA-97 (26»
Constellation Communications, Inc. (File No. 189-SAT-Lo1-97)
TMI Communications and Company, L.P. (File No. 189-SAT-Lo1-97).
The Boeing Company (File No. 179-SAT-P/LA-97(16), 90-SAT-AMEND-98)
Celsat, Inc. (File No. 26/27/28-DSS-P/LA-97 & 88-SAT-AMEND-98)

Dear Ms. Salas:

Pursuant to Section 1.206 of the Commission's Rules, you are hereby
advised that representatives of Iridium LLC met with International Bureau officials
yesterday to discuss options proposed by the International Bureau for assignment of
spectrum to applicants in the 2 GHz Mobile Satellite Service ("MSS"). The meeting
included Thomas Tycz and Christopher Murphy for the International Bureau. Iridium
participants were Leo Mondale, Patricia A. Mahoney, Charles Rush, and Richard
Parlow.
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The meeting addressed each of the options outlined by the International
Bureau in a January 7, 1999 meeting with representatives of all of the applicants.
Iridium discussed each option, in response to questions from the Bureau. Iridium
expressed its overriding concern that none of the options addresses the issue of
how the entities that receive their space segment licenses from the U.S. (under any
of the options) will be able to access 2 GHz spectrum in Europe. Iridium distributed
documents that summarize the European 2 GHz MSS band plan. These documents
illustrate that no US-licensed 2 GHz MSS system will be able to access spectrum in
the 2 GHz bands in Europe until at least the year 2005, which will have an adverse
impact on the competitive market in the U.S. Iridium also distributed a copy of the
recent Telecommunications Services Group Communique from the TransAtlantic
Business Dialogue ("TABD") Charlotte Conference and urged the FCC to address
this issue with Europe through the formal harmonization process requested in the
TABD Communique for GMPCS radio frequency assignments lito enable a fair
competitive environment."

Iridium also urged the Commission to look beyond the 2 GHz bands and
consider other MSS spectrum, including spectrum at issue in IB Docket No. 96-132,
to accommodate all applicants and ensure a fair and competitive environment in
which like MSS systems have access to like amounts of spectrum between 1 and 3
GHz.

An original and one copy of this memorandum and attached documents are
being submitted for each docket and application file number noted above.

Should any questions arise concerning this matter, please communicate
directly with the undersigned.

Very truly yours,

IRIDIUM LLC

Wu~
Patricia A.Mah~
Assistant General Counsel
Regulatory and Trade Policy

Enclosure
cc (wI encl): Regina M. Keeney

Thomas S. Tycz
Christopher Murphy



THE 2 GHZ MSS BAND PLAN
ADOPTED IN EUROPE

• Required entities that want to use the 2 GHz band
in Europe to have a fully operating system in these
bands by January 1, 2001

• Addressed spectrum in the 1980-2010 MHz/2170­
2200 MHz bands

• Divides bands into two 15 MHz paired bands

• Upper Half 1995-2010/2185-2200 MHz
assigned to ICO and Inmarsat Horizons

» Existing users to vacate by January 1,
2000

• Lower Half 1980-1995/2170-2185 MHz use
"to be decided" (not necessarily to be used
for MSS)

~ Existing users not required to vacate until
January 1, 2005
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European 2 GHz Band Plan
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Use Yet to be Determined I Ico,lnmarsat_

1980 1995 2010

Downlink

Use Yet to be Determined ICO,lnmarsat

2025

2165 2170 2185 2200

-ICO & Inmarsat/Horizons given access to 1995-2010 & 2185-2200 MHz
-ICO & Inmarsat/Horizons can not share with other MSS systems
-Terrestrial incumbents must vacate 15 MHz between 1990-2010 MHz by 111100

-Terrestrial incumbents must vacate 25 MHz between 1980-2010 MHz by 1/1/05

- Use of lower 15 MHz in each direction yet t~ be determined
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Transatlantic Business Dialogue
Charlotte Conference

Telecommunications Services Group Communique

The U.S. and EU business communities strongly urge the U.S. and EU administrations
to work together to actively promote the liberalization process in the future international
telecommunications services marketplace. Only continuing liberalization will resolve the
existing issues regarding the implementation of the wro Basic Telecom Agreement,
reform of the accounting rate system, convergence of markets and services, and access
to markets and spectrum for satellites. The move from 'regulatory push' to 'market pull'
is of major importance for a dynamic telecommunications market with high quality
services and low user prices.

1. To facilitate trade and simplify cross-border traffic, fast and far-reaching
implementation of the WTO Telecom Basic Services Agreement is vitally
necessary, including the elimination of remaining arbitrary and artificial barriers to
entry. An equally important goal should be the accession by countries not yet
covered by the Agreement, among which are a number of key telecommunications
markets. In the course of the GATS 2000 negotiations further strengthening of
commitments under the Telecom Basic Services Agreement should be a priority
objective.

2. Ongoing efforts to reform the accounting rate system towards cost-orientation,
transparency, and non-discrimination, as well as to develop means to assist
developing countries in a smooth transition to a competitive marketplace, must be
supported.

3. Converging markets should be governed by market forces only. International
cooperation concerning convergence is desirable to eliminate regulatory barriers.

4. For the governments of the United States and the European Union to facilitate the
early implementation of GMPCS systems by (1) establishing transparent and non­
discriminatory regulatory arrangements that minimize the burden of market and
spectrum access; (2) establishing a formal harmonization process for radio frequency
assignments to enable a fair competitive environment; and (3) ensuring that the costs
of service and spectrum licenses are based on recovery of administrative costs.

November 7, 1998



-

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that, on this 19th day of January, 1999, I caused

copies of the foregoing "Request for Official Notice" to be placed in the

u.S. Postal Service, first class postage prepaid, or hand delivered (as

indicated below), addressed to the following:

The Honorable John M. Frysiak
Administrative Law Judge
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th St., S.W.
Washington, DC 20554
(BY HAND)

James Shook, Esquire
Enforcement Division
Mass Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2025 M Street, N.W. - Room 8202-F
washington, D.C. 20554
(BY HAND)

Peter D. O'Connell, Esquire
Wiley, Rein & Fielding
1776 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006
Counsel for Martin W. Hoffman,
Trustee-in-Bankruptcy for
Astroline Communications Company
Limited Partnership

Howard A. Topel, Esquire
Fleischman and Walsh, L.L.P.
1400 Sixteenth Street, N.W.
Suite 600
Washington, D.C. 20036
Counsel for Two If By Sea
Broadcasting Corporation

Kathryn R. Schmeltzer, Esquire
Fisher, Wayland, Cooper, Leader

& Zaragoza L.L.P.
2001 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Suite 400
Washington, D.C. 20006-1851
Counsel for Richard P. Ramirez


