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The Southern Chnstlan Leadership C.onfp.re~ (SCLC) has been a le~
oryani<:ation. for nooyiolcnt ~ial chang( fOI OVCI lbirty ycar5. OUr mission tOday also
cnoompt!lOse.~ "economic justice" to ensure that all of us share in the fnUts of our economic
:i)':i!clll. ACriulI\·Ammcilll.S spen4 over 10 billion cJonars annualJy for telecommunications
services, yet we believe th:Jt the privote scctor needs .to wQrk marc closely willt luiuurity
communtUes to deploy advanc:cd telea>mmuniC:ltion!lO ~rvi<-~ into our wban and rurol1
QOmmUDities. ARcr wi, ifOUI cllikhn or our IOQI scboob ilIlLllibnmCli du nOl have aa:ess LO

computers With high speed Internet (:;ltytbilitics; they will suffer a sipificant competitive
disadwntagc: in today's gloOOI I»IllIllUJUI,;lIUOIIS ~vironmem. America cannot afford for that
to han:-en and crealiwsteps and actions need to he ~hn now.

There is a "Digllol Diyi<k" between information h;n!cs And hiiV\;; lluts iu this l,;ounuy.
section '106 ot· the TelccommuniC'dtion~ ACI (If 1996 was pllsscd to advance widcsprC3d
deployment of iJdvlUlccd. telcwllllllulliWJliUD5 SCTVitx:s in wtlBn and rur.d areas across
America, hJt Ihi~ hItS just not happened. We SI.1'onsJy support any effons \hat will help to
b..i~ the "DiJ,iLal Divide" and help ensure that the public Win reap the benefits of Section
706, as was intended by Congress.

In 5UJnJJ1.IUY. we must ensure that applicatioll$ of new !cl,;lwulut9c:s suc:h as high­
speed Internet access are available to ;111. not just privileged few. We look forward to wotkinS
with you on this cmd otllCC vilal issug.
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