
These comments are being filed in rebuttal to Bob Vernall's comment
regarding WT-98-143.
The Commission should be aware that Bob Vernall is one of six managers of
the New Zealand based
Organization Requesting Alternates by Code-Less Examinations (ORACLE), a
group considered radical in the
Amateur Radio Service community worldwide, including many in his country of
citizenship, New Zealand.
In fact, in no way should Mr. Vernall's comments be construed as a mandate,
which they clearly are
not. If the Commission were to research opinion in the international Amateur
Radio community, it
would find Mr. Vernall's (and ORACLE's) stand on Morse testing to be in the
minority, much to the
dismay of Mr. Vernall's group and the opposite from what they would like you
to believe.
Mr. Vernall would like the Commission to believe that the Morse proficiency
test is "discrimination",
apparently against those who can't seem to pass even the most basic
examination (5 WPM). This premise,
is of course, ridiculous and would be laughable, if he wasn't serious. The
sad fact is, he's very
serious, and has banded together with a 'splinter" group of Amateur Radio
Service operators who have
taken it upon themselves to make the Amateur Radio community bend to their
vocal, but misguided
ways. If we follow Mr.. Vernall's logic, as stated in the rest of his
comments, we should eliminate
all regulations regarding the Amateur Radio Service, be they written exams,
Morse testing or equipment
and power restrictions. Imagine Mr. Varnall's supposedly "non
discriminating" world of "free access" to
the Amateur Radio spectrum, with even the most basic of emergency
communications hampered by inept
operators running amok, much like the Citizen's Band. Just what the Amateur
Radio service needs, CB'ers
with high power radio frequency amplifier's! This may be the vision Mr.
Varnall has for New Zealand, but not what
US Amateur Radio Service operators have in mind!
Mr. Varnall miss's the point when he states "there is no logical linkage
known between personal
proficiency with Morse code and the safe and effective use of radio
spectrum". Is Mr. Varnall
referring to the Amateur Radio Service spectrum? If he is, then he is
gravely mistaken! Just
monitor the Citizen's Band at times of high solar activity and increased
high frequency
propagation and the distinction will be painfully obvious. The Morse code
proficiency
requirement is looked upon in the Amateur Radio Service community as a
commitment to
excellence. While the Morse code as a mode of operation has been phased out
of almost all mainstream
Amateur emergency activities, it is still widely regarded as a benchmark of
an operator's
ability. Mainly the operators devotion to the Amateur Radio Service and his
intention of succeeding



as an outstanding operator.
These are reasons enough to refute Mr. Varnall's comments. However, the fact
remains, the Morse code
has saved lives in the past and will continue to do so. Continuos Wave (CW)
radio frequency tele-
graphy is the one mode of transmission that will overcome adverse radio
propagation conditions
when other "phone" type transmissions will not. While phone transmissions
will carry the
majority of modern emergency Amateur Radio Service traffic, an experienced
operator knows
that when all else fails, the Morse code will get the job done.
Mr. Varnall's comments are lengthy in an attempt to impress the Commission.
I'm sure the
Commission will agree that his "discrimination" argument is a weak attempt
to thwart
the Commissions regulatory duties. Don't downgrade the Morse requirement and
dilute
the pool of well trained Amateur Radio Operators.
Sincerely, David B. Larus, KQ6NS


