January 25, 1998

Mass Media Bureau

Federal Communications Commission
Washington, DC 20554

re: MM Docket 95-31 / Comments on Proposed Rulemaking for competing applicants
for non-commercial FM frequencies

In the current proposals being considered, we feel that a point system is preferable to a
lottery system and that the point system must be fairly weighted to benefit the local
community and the listeners who will be served by the proposed station.

We recommend that several key issues should be incorporated as factors for the awarding
of points.

local ownership

local involvement

local main studio

diversity of board of directors vs. programming content to serve local minorities
percentage of programming that is not otherwise available to the community of
service

Recognizing that each of these criteria must be measurable and clearly defined, the
following methods of review are offered.

Local Ownership:

Maranatha believes that the percentage of board members who live within the
1mv contour makes a difference in the leadership and administration of a broadcast
facility. It enables them to have regular input into the interests, concerns and issues that
most affect that community. '

While some may argue that local management will serve this function, it must be
also argued that local ownership in the form of a Board, or similar group, composed of
multiple members, distributed throughout the service area provides a much higher degree
of accountability to the daily issues and interests that may arise.
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Local Involvement:

In the case where two or more existing broadcasters are competing for a
frequency, the track records displaying their relative levels of community involvement
should be a major factor in the award of points. By inviting both applicants to submit
materials demonstrating their community involvement and community service, giving
consideration to percentage of air time on local issues, number of remote broadcasts
given to local concerns, number of community service projects initiated by or partnered
with the existing broadcaster, the commission can ascertain which of the applicants best
deserves points for local involvement.

Local Main Studio:

A broadcaster that originates less than 30% of programming locally, is not
capable of serving local concemns to the level of a broadcaster who has greater than 30%
of their programming originating locally. A main operating studio within the community
of license enables a broadcaster to better serve that community and should be recognized
as providing greater benefit to that community.

The Diversity of the Board of Directors vs. Programming Content to Serve Local
Minorities:

While no one would argue that diversity of ownership is unimportant, we would
also argue that greater weight be given to a broadcaster that is demonstrating service to
local minorities and a diverse community base.

Percentage of Programming that is not Otherwise Available to the Community of
Service:

An area of service is best served by a wide diversity of programming. Therefore,
an applicant should be given point credit for providing programming not otherwise
available in the service area in contrast to an applicant that duplicates existing
programming.

We appreciate the opportunity of offering these comments on the proposed rulemaking
procedure and trust they will be of assistance in your deliberations.

Respectfully Submitted,

oo

ames G. East
General Manager
Maranatha, Inc.

cc: Donald Andrews, President, Maranatha, Inc.




