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SUMMARY

Murray Broadcasting Company ("Murray") supports the Petition for Rulemaking filed by

the American Community AM Broadcasters Association ("ACAMBA") for the modification of the

Commission's rules to permit AM broadcast licensees to operate FM Translator stations.

As the licensee of the only commercial broadcast station licensed to Englewood, Florida,

Murray currently is restricted from offering nighttime service due to interference protection

provided to Station WSAI(AM) in Cincinnati, Ohio, over 800 miles distant. There are no other

engineering options that would permit Murray to operate the station at night. Significantly, Murray

is the only station currently licensed to Englewood, and the only station in the Englewood area to

provide weather and emergency-related news for the Englewood community. Due to the

topography of the Cape Haze Peninsula, on which Englewood sits, substantial flooding occurs

during much of the year. There is only one exit route for the Peninsula, which floods quite quickly

with little warning.

The approval of ACAMBA's petition, and the resulting change in the Commission's rules,

would permit Murray to operate an FM Translator to offer nighttime service to the Englewood

community. As such, Murray supports the Petition, and respectfully requests that the Commission

move swiftly to modify its rules.
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Murray Broadcasting Company ("Murray"), by and through its attorneys, hereby submits

the following Comments in support of the Petition for Rulemaking (the "Petition") filed by the

American Community AM Broadcasters Association ("ACAMBA") to permit AM station

licensees to hold FM Translator station licenses. The Federal Communications Commission

("FCC" or "Commission") released a Public Notice on December 20, 1998 (DA-98-2527)

soliciting comments on the Petition.

Murray supports ACAMBA's Petition, and urges the Commission to modify its rules that

preclude a daytime-only AM licensee from obtaining and operating an FM translator to provide

nighttime service. Specifically, Murray encourages the Commission to modify the following FM

translator rules which restrict the provision of cross-service programming and local origination of

programming: §§ 74.1231, 74.1263, 74.1283, and 74.1284. 47 C.F.R. §§ 74.1231, 74.1263,

74.1283, 74.1284 (1998).



L BACKGROUND

Murray Broadcasting Company has been the licensee of Station WENG(AM) since August

23, 1993, when it purchased the station from its original licensee. After the acquisition of the

station, John Murray, the president and sole shareholder ofMurray Broadcasting Company, moved

to Englewood, Florida in 1993 to personally run the station. Since that time, the station has invested

enormous time and financial resources into developing the station's facilities, including the

installation of sophisticated weather equipment. In doing so, Murray has shown his dedication to

the Englewood community, and truly embodies the ideals of local ownership and diversity which

the Commission is attempting to preserve.11

Currently, Station WENG(AM) is authorized to operate from sunrise to sundown, with

limited pre- and post-sunrise authority. Its operation is restricted to protect clear-channel Station

WSAI(AM), broadcasting from Cincinnati, Ohio, which is more than 843 miles from Englewood,

Florida. There are no other operating commercial stations in Englewood.

In the past, Station WENG(AM) attempted to expand its service by requesting special

temporary authority to operate at 58 watts to provide emergency nighttime broadcast service from

June 1 to November 30. This is the most common period for serious storms and hurricanes to strike

the Englewood area, and Murray sought to provide nighttime service to inform the public in the

event of a serious storm. This request was denied by the Commission, as it was deemed to violate

Section 73. 1635(c) of the Commission's rules by requesting to expand the service of an AM station

II See In re Matter of 1998 Biennial Regulatory Review - Review of the Commission's
Broack:ast Ownership Rules and Other Rules Adopted Pursuant to Section 202 of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996, MM Dkt. 98-35 (rei. Mar. 13, 1998). Chairman Kennard stated
that the Commission "must stay focused on the two key aspects of the public interest; promoting
competition and promoting diversity." Commissioner Gloria Tristani stated that the Commission's
"interest in promoting a diversity of voices and viewpoints can be satisfied only through a large
number of separately-owned competitors in the market." Id.

2



beyond that specified in its license, and because it would cause objectionable interference to Station

WSAI(AM).

Englewood is located on the Cape Haze Peninsula in south-west Florida. A low-lying area,

the peninsula suffers chronic flooding from heavy rains, resulting in impassible evacuation routes.

See Exhibit 1(aJ. Making matters worse, emergency officials have determined that there are no

suitable sites for shelters on the peninsula. Exhibit 1(b). Exacerbating the situation further is that the

Englewood community straddles both the Sarasota and Charlotte County lines. As such, recent

attempts to construct additional evacuation routes have been saddled in local and state politics. See

Exhibit 1(c). Therefore, early notice of emergency conditions to the area residents is crucial to

allow adequate time for evacuating the area.

Murray has invested heavily in developing an early-alert storm system. It has the only

Doppler-radar system in the area, and has been designated by the Federal Emergency Management

Agency ("FEMA") as the official "Severe Weather Information Station" for southern Sarasota

County and western Charlotte County. As discussed in the news articles attached in Exhibit I(d),

attempts to construct a weather radio transmitter system to provide local residents with emergency

information have been delayed, and the system is not yet operational. Even with this system,

however, those who do not have the special weather radios will not receive local emergency

information. Either way, Station WENG has played, and will continue to play, a vital role in

informing the local public of emergency conditions, and truly fulfills the traditional role of a local

broadcaster.

Since Englewood is located between two larger communities, Port Charlotte and Sarasota,

the radio stations in those cities do not focus on the Englewood residents. This has left an enormous

dearth of news and weather-related information during the nighttime hours for the local residents.
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Rather than receive the local news required to plan for evacuation, the residents are forced to rely on

stations located more than 20 miles from their community, which provide news and weather

information generated by news services located more than 40 miles from Englewood.

Making matters worse for the local Englewood community is the fact that the only other

commercial station allotted to Englewood, an unbuilt FM facility, has received authorization from

the Commission to move its transmitter site north of Englewood (BMPH-97121lIK) toward

Sarasota. In fact, the permittee, Jacor Broadcasting of Sarasota, Inc., needed to use the alternative

prediction method to show that Station WLTF(FM)'s modified facilities would provide principal

community coverage to Englewood, since under FCC's preferred prediction method, the signal

completely fell short ofEnglewood. Even using the Longley-Rice method, the station's coverage of

the 70 dBu contour would not serve 10 percent of Englewood, or any of the population south of

Englewood.

As a result of Jacor's northerly movement, the station, if constructed, will not provide

primary coverage to any of the Cape Haze Peninsula south of the Englewood city limits. The

movement north should not be surprising, however, since Jacor, a publicly-owned, absentee

licensee, owns five stations in the Sarasota radio market. In fact, according to the Commission's

Review oj the Radio Industry, 1997 report, Jacor dominates the Sarasota radio market, controlling

nearly 82% ofthe advertising revenue. By moving north, Jacor will be able to provide an additional

service to southern Sarasota, and will further ignore the needs ofthe Englewood community.

The result, though, is the removal ofthe only other Englewood allocation that could provide

service to the local community, which clearly indicates that Jacor's is not focusing on providing

local coverage to the Englewood community. In this vacuum, Murray will remain the only station

providing local service to the Cape Haze peninsula, although only during the daytime hours.
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Finally, as further support for the need of local source for weather and emergency

information, attached as Exhibit l(e) are portions of the April 28, 1998 Minutes of the Sarasota

Board ofCounty Commissioners. In addition, attached are letters from:

Matthew D. DeBoer, Chairman of the County of Charlotte Board of County
Commissioners;
Mac V. Horton, Vice Chairman of the County of Charlotte Board of County
Commissioners;
Donald J. Coppola, Member of the County of Charlotte Board of County
Commissioners;
Adam Cummings, Member of the County of Charlotte Board of County
Commissioners.
Michael Youssef, a former Charlotte County Commissioner;
Wayne P. Sallade', the Director of the Office ofEmergency Management for
the County ofCharlotte;
Bennett A. Rock, Jr., Fire Chief of the Englewood Area Fire Control
District; and
James A. Elder, Administrator ofthe Englewood Water District;

Each letter details the need for Station WENG(AM) to operate during the nighttime. For example,

Matthew D. DeBoer, the Chairman of the Charlotte County Board of County Commissioners

noted that the Cape Haze peninsula is only "a few feet above sea level and currently, there is

only one evacuation route of the area" and that "[e]mergency officials depend on advanced

warning systems, such as radio and television to warn the public of pending threat[s]. "

Another letter, from Adam Cummings, a Charlotte County Commissioner, stated that the

FM translator "would make WENG AM 1530 the vital source of emergency information that is

needed in this area", and that, in the past year, the Englewood community was:

"threatened by several hurricanes, brush fires caused by severe
lightning storms, driving rain which caused flooding on many
roadways...which cannot now be brought to the community's
attention in a timely manner, or with any real accuracy. [emphasis
added]

The weather information is not accurate or timely because, as Donald J. Coppola stated, "the only

weather information available is broadcast from stations 50 to 100 miles away, and it's truly a
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guessing game to determine what might affect [Englewood], and when." Instead, as Michael

Youssef stated, "WENG receives information from both the Charlotte and Sarasota County

Emergency Management Offices, and can relay that information in seconds."

In light of these considerations, Murray filed an application for a new FM translator on May

4, 1998. In the application, Murray requested a waiver of the Commission's rules prohibiting cross­

service programming and local origination of programming for FM Translators. In addition,

Murray requested a waiver ofthe freeze on new and major change applications, citing the grant ofa

waiver request to file an application for a new FM translator to be located at Mammoth Lakes,

California. (reI. Apr. 21, 1998). Since the grant of that waiver, the Commission also granted a

waiver to file an application for a new FM translator at Eagle Nest, New Mexico. (reI. Nov. 16,

1998). However, Murray's application and waiver request have never been released on public

notice, or even accepted for filing, despite that fact that there is a substantiated need for nighttime

service for the local Englewood community. Further, Murray is in a unique position to offer this

service to its community of license. As the attached exhibits indicate, the Englewood community is

in dire need for local, specific weather information. This service can be provided fully only if

Station WENG(AM) is permitted to operate an FM translator during the nighttime hours. The

ACAMBA Petition, ifgranted, would permit Murray to provide this service.

IL DISCUSSION OF RULES TO BE MODIFIED

As previously noted, the use of FM translators by AM licensees will reqUlre the

modification of the Commission's rules relating to FM translator stations. First, Sections 74.1263

and 74.1283(c)(I) of the Commission's rules must be changed, since the proposed FM translators

are intended to operate at night, and daytime-only AM stations are prohibited from operating during
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the night. Therefore, it would be impossible to broadcast station identifications at the times

specified in the rules, or for the FM translator to only broadcast during the times that the primary

station is operating.

In addition, Sections 74.1231(f) and 74.1231(g) would need to be changed as these rules

only permit 30 seconds of local originating programming every hour. Since the AM station would

be using the FM translator to provide regular radio programming during the night, it would be both

broadcasting new programming during the night, and exceeding the 30-second local originating

programming limitation.

Murray understands that the Petition involves the modification of several Commission rules.

However, the underlying purpose of the FM translator would be to supplement an AM station's

current service, to "fill-in" when the AM signal cannot serve the local community. Further, as

detailed below, the circumstances surrounding the Commission's previous reluctance in permitting

AM licensees to operate FM translators has changed, as it has granted authorizations for such

service in Alaska, Tennessee, and Florida in the past.

Ill. PAST REVIEW BY THE COMMISSION OF PROPOSALS FOR AM STATIONS
TO UTILIZE FM TRANSLATORS ARE OUTDATED, AND INAPPLICABLE IN
THIS CASE.

The Commission has rejected previous proposals for the utilization of FM translators by

AM stations. In each case, however, the Commission rested its decision on grounds that do not

currently apply.

For example, in 1981 the Rocky Mountain Broadcasters Association petitioned the

Commission to permit AM stations to use FM translators to broadcast their signals beyond their

predicted 1 mVim contour. Amendment ofPart 74, Subpart L ofthe Commission's Rules pertaining
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to FM Translators, 49 Rad. Reg. (P&F) 1499 (1981). The purported purpose behind the proposed

plan was that AM broadcast stations, using FM translators, could provide service to sparsely

populated areas and those areas not receiving local primary service. ~ 1.

The Commission rejected the proposal, stating that the proposal's effect would only serve to

fill-in the current service area. Since the propagation characteristics of AM stations do not lead to

the same problems for which the FM translator station service was created to solve, i.e., to fill in

service to "void" areas within the service contour, the Commission determined that there was

insubstantial merit in the proposal.

The Commission also reviewed the possibility of using FM translators for rebroadcasting

AM stations in its comprehensive rulemaking proceeding commencing in 1988.~1 In its NOI, the

Commission expressed its willingness "to consider the possibility of permitting FM translators to be

used to rebroadcast the signals of AM stations. ~ 56. Further, it noted that PM translators

"theoretically could resolve problems of nighttime reductions in service area many AM stations

experience, particularly if the translators were permitted to be fed by signal delivery methods other

than over-the-air delivery." ~ 59.

Despite this awareness, and substantial support from those commenting on the proposal, the

Commission'sNPRM proposed to continue the prohibition on cross-service broadcasting. ~ 83. The

Commission stated that FM translators would not be needed to "fill-in" the AM signal, due to AM

ground-wave propagation characteristics. More significantly, though, was the Commission's stated

intention to improve the AM service and its competitiveness with PM stations through a

'l,/ Amendment of Part 74 of the Commission's Rules Concerning FM Translator Stations,
Notice Of Inquiry, 3 FCC Red 3664 (1988); Notice OfProposed Rule Making, 5 FCC Red 2106
(1990); Report And Order, 5 FCC Rcd 7212 (1990), recon. denied, rules clarified, Memorandum
Opinion AndOrder, 8 FCC Rcd 5093
(1993).
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"comprehensive" rulemaking proceeding. Id. This proposal was adopted in the Report and Order.

Therefore, despite its initial support for the expansion of the FM translator service to allow for their

use by AM stations, the Commission decided to address AM service problems in separate

proceedings.

In those proceedings, though, Murray's problems, along with those of most other daytime-

only AM licensees, were not allayed. While the Commission did reduce adjacent channel

interference,J/ and permit a limited number of stations to migrate to the AM Expanded Band,~/

Station WENG(AM) is still forced to protect WSAI(AM), and will be forever precluded from

expanding its service to the local Englewood community. Without the requested relief, Murray will

not be able to provide local news and weather during the night; information that could possible save

thousands of lives.

Furthermore, the Commission has, in other similar limited circumstances, authorized AM

stations to utilize FM translators. For example, the Commission routinely grants applications for

translators to Alaska radio and television stations.~.! As referenced by the Commission in the

Wrangell Radio Group decision, the Commission began in 1972 allowing broadcast stations in

Alaska to operate PM and TV translators to provide service to areas previously unserved by local

stations. Memorandum Opinion and Order, 75 FCC 2d 404 (1980). In support of its decision to

permit this service, the Commission stated that it may:

OJ.! Amendment of the Commission's Rules to Improve the Quality of the AM Broadcast
Service by Reducing Adjacent Channel Interference and by Eliminating Restrictions Pertaining to
the Protected Daytime Contour, Report and Order, 4 FCC Rcd 3835 (1989).

~/ Review of the Technical Assignment Criteria for the AM Broadcast Service, Report and
Order, 6 FCC Rcd 6273 (1991), reconsideration granted in part and denied in part, 8 FCC Rcd 3250
(1993).

~ Stations K235AC, Sitka, Alaska; K235AD, Wrangell, Alaska, K235AJ, Haines, Alaska; and
K221DI, Tanana, Alaska.
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on its own motion waive such of its rules as the public interest may require in
authorizing broadcast services...We find on the basis of the record before us in this
case, sufficient public interest reasons for waiver of the translator rules to allow
small, remote Alaskan communities the opportunity to receive off-the-air broadcast
programming.

Id. ~ 10. In addition, the Commission has also permitted Station WAMB(AM), Donelson,

Tennessee to operate an FM translator during nighttime hours. This authorization was granted in

response to severe interference arising from the operation of a Cuban AM station. The licensee

documented that there were no other viable solutions, and the Commission granted special

temporary authority, based, in part, on Section 303(g) ofthe Communications Act, which "mandates

the Commission to 'provide for experimental uses offrequencies, and generally encourage the larger

and more effective use ofthe radio in the public interest.,,,§1

Finally, the Commission has shown interest in authorizing a completely new FM service,

based on the request for Comments regarding the Petitions for Rulemaking filed by Nickolaus E.

Leggett and J. Rodger Skinner. The Petitions request that the Commission authorize a new low-

power FM service that would permit the operation of FM stations between 1 watt and 3 kW of

effective radiated power. Such a service would be very similar to the operation of an FM translator.

Under either proposal, the FM service would be offering original programming, at a lower power

than a full-service FM station. Murray filed supportive comments in that proceeding, advocating a

preference for daytime-only AM stations.

2.1 See Letter by Donna Searcy, Sept. 17, 1990, to Ann Bavender, Esquire (located in Station
WAMB(AM)'s station file at the Commission). The Commission also cited three other stations,
located in Florida, which had authority to operate FM translators in conjunction with its AM
servIce.
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Thus, the Commission already grants waivers of the translator rules where it recognizes a

benefit to the public interest. The instant Petition would merely guarantee an opportunity for a

limited number ofAM stations to better serve their local communities.

IV. THE GRANT OF THE PETITION WILL NOT UNDERMINE COMMISSION
POLICY

The grant ofthe instant Petition will not undermine the policies relating to FM translators, or

AM daytime-only stations. First, the grant of the Petition will not undermine the underlying policy

of the FM translator service, since AM stations would be merely "filling-in" the service of its AM

station which is being forced to tum off its transmitter at sundown to protect distant AM stations.

Since the FM translator service was introduced to provide local service to local communities

lacking primary service, and to fill in those voids in service ofthe primary station, the use ofan FM

channel will be effectuating the same goals that were stated at the service's inception. Furthermore,

the Commission already permits the proposed service in Alaska, Florida, and Tennessee.

Finally, should the Commission grant the Petition, it will be further effectuating the goal of

making AM station competitive forces in the broadcast industry. The Commission has

acknowledged that daytime-only AM stations exist at a great competitive disadvantage, noting that

"during important parts of the year, daytime-only stations were not able to operate during some of

the very hours when such service was most needed... [and]. ..this limitation affected the stations'

overall ability to compete in the marketplace. ,,1/ The Commission concluded that "[d]aytime-only

stations are seriously restricted in their ability to compete in the marketplace and to serve their

listeners. " rd. ,-[9.

1/ Unlimited-time Operation by Existing AM Daytime-Only Radio Broadcast Stations;
Discontinuance of Authorization of Additional Daytime-Only Stations; Minimum Power of Class
ill Stations, Report and Order, 2 FCC Red 7113, ,-[5 (1987).
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In light of these conclusions, the Commission ceased authorizing new daytime-only AM

stations. Also, as discussed above, it modified its rules to limit interference between stations, and to

establish the Expanded AM band. None of these modifications, however, changed the status of a

large number of AM stations that are still operating with reduced power at night, or are forced to

cease operation at sundown. These stations such as WENG still operate at a comparative

disadvantage, and are restrained from operating "during those hours when such service is most

needed".

As such, the grant of the Petition will not undermine the policies of AM broadcasting.

Instead, its grant will respond to the special circumstances surrounding AM stations that did not

receive authority to move to the expanded band, and are still restricted from offering nighttime

service. Therefore, the grant of the Petition would only apply to those stations, like WENG(AM),

that cannot offer service at night, and is surely limited enough in scope so that its grant will not be

seen to undermine either the AM broadcasting rules or the FM translator rules. Rather, it will apply

only to those special circumstances where the public interest will be served by offering nighttime

aural service.

v. CONCLUSION

Therefore, Murray Broadcasting Company respectfully requests that the Commission

favorably consider ACAMBA's Petition, and develop rules to implement its provisions. Daytime­

only AM stations such as WENG(AM) have consistently served the daytime broadcasting needs for
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their local communities. Rules to permit such stations to provide continuous service to their

communities must be seriously considered.

Respectfully submitted,

MURRAY BROADCASTING COMPANY

Counsel for Murray Broadcasting Company

PEPPER & CORAZZINI, LLP.
1776 K Street, N.W., Suite 200
Washington, D.C. 20006
(202) 296-0600

February 8, 1999
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i TOO MUCH WATER: STORMS LEAVE- AREAs FLOODED
I

--.--
-.-...

Anna Krawczuk of the Jockey Club, North Port, uses concrete blocks to get to her mailbox Friday.

Families scramble as river rises
The Myakka River is expected
to crest Sunday at 3 feet to 4
feet above flood stage.

By Andy Crain and Debe Bahnsen
STAFF WRITERS

After receiVIng up to 7 inches of rain over the
past two days. dozens of south Sarasota County
residents braced Friday for what is expected to
come next: floods.

The Myakka River. more than a foot above
flood stage at the Myakka State Park on Friday
evening. is expected to crest Sunday at 3 feet to
4 feet above flood stage, according to the Na­
tional Weather Service. The river was expect­
ed to begin flowing into homes Friday evening.

"It's not in the house yet, but it's coming,"
said Randall Aitken, who Friday had already re­
moved most of the furniture from the first floor

513,000 SCAM ALLEGED

of his home on DIXon Road. along the Myakka's
banks. "About another 6 inches higher, and it'll
be in the house.

Friday afternoon. the river rose at a rate oi
about an inch an hour.

This week's floodlng will be the ninth time
the Myakka has come mto Aitken's home since
he bought it in 1982.

Down the street, Arlene Dixon and her fam­
ily had nearly completed preparations for the
expected flood. Packing up furniture and other
valuables was eas...·: Most of their belongings
had remained packect up smce the last flood. the
weekend of Feb. 21-22. .

Residents up and down Dixon Road said they
had resigned themselves to yet another flood.

"If it'd stop raIning, we might be able to get
out of this. but I doubt that'll happen," said Nick
Chouinard, 13, just before a midafternoon
stann dumped more rain on the soaked region.

In other parts of the county, the water had aJ­
ready come. Several streets in North Port re-

Twisten hit QeorPI, N. Carolina. 3A

sembled smaJl creeks. haVIng filled Wlth poo
ing rainwater with nowhere to go.

Water filled the streets and began creepir
up toward mobile homes m the ~tyakka RIVI
Mobile Home Park. off River Road near No["l
Port.

"It looked like a good dozen trailers were si
ling out in the middle of a lake." said Ed 80\
man. describing his trip to the laundry rOOT
set in the most water-logged area of the cor
plex, earlier in the morning. "I would gue~

that it's not the worst that I've seen. but it
way up there."

Further east, residents on or near the Mya
kahatchee Creek could be forced to evacua
thIS weekend. North Port Road and Drainal
Director Juan Florensa said Fnday morning.

"The water levels are very. very high on tJ

PLEASE SEE RAIN OS 1M
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Myakka threatens
to inundate homes
RAIN FROM 1.\

creek and it continues
to rise about an inch an hour,"
Florensa said.

The prospect of more rain, plus
the arrival of runoff water from up­
stream, poses a significant threat,
he warned.

"We drain a large pan of Saraso­
ta Countv, and that (water) will
reach us 'in the next 2 to 3 days.
The svstem has taken about as
much 'as it can without serious
flooding," he said. "People who
live on the creek know the dangers
of living on the water and they
should be ready to take action at a

. moment's notice."
Later in the day, Sam Fusco, the

city's stonnwater division manag­
er, reported that the creek likely

.would not rise high enough to en­
ter anv homes. although it might
reach up to garages and porches.

In Port Charlotte, the longtenn
effects of the heavv rains were
blamed for cutting off service to
about 2,4()() Spnnt customers, said
Bnan Craven, spokesman for the
telephone company.

"It happened at the corner of
Olean and Harbor Boulevard on
Thursday at approxImately 4
p.m.," Craven saId. "The high wa­
ter table.cracked a maIO cable with
3,000 phone lines and allowed wa­
ter to come tn. When water gets
into a phone cable, it effectively
shorts it out."

Federal aid
Southwest Flonda homeown­

ers and bUSinesses thaI suffered
economic losses thIS winter may
be eligible for federal or stale dl­
sasterald.

Assistance can Include tem·
porary hOUSing or repairs. low­
Interest loans to homeowners,
renters and business owners,
and cash grants to IndiVIduals
and families.

For more information. call the
Federal Emergency Manage­
ment Agency's helpllne at ,. ,
800-525-0321 .

Workers labored through
Thursday night to repaIr the out­
age, but severe weather, including
high winds and lightning, ham·
pered their efforts. A structure
was erected over the cracked line
Friday to keep the rain out.

"They've dug it up and are try­
ing to dry it out." he said.

But at 3 p.m .. 100 residential
and bUSiness customers were still
WIthout phone servivce.

Craven said the company is
bracing for more bad breaks.

"We've been on heightened
alert to this kind of thing because
of El Nino and the high water ta­
bles," he said. "We're expecting
more of this...

----
Staff wnter Donna Hatch contrib-

uted t~ thu report.
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POLICE
BEAT

From paget

Wolke of Venice. suffered
minor injuries and did nOI
need medical 8t1enlion.

The crash happened ncar
Washington Loop Road
~L. ...... t ., n m

* FLOODED
From paget
problems. such as sedimentalion
under hridges and overgrown vege­
tation along the Phillippi Creek. The
emergency ordinance also covers
Slormwater prohlems affecling
Manasota Beach Road, Gulfview
btales on State Ruad 776 and other
drainage lruuble spots in the counly.

The emergency ordinance recog­
niles the reeeni Slorm evenl~ a.s
resulling from the impacls of EI

Nino, and thai allows the county 10
apply for Federal Emergency
Managemenl Agency funds

The hoard also dirccll:d staff 10
determine when the. counly might
purchase residences Or oller finan­
cial assistance in nood-proofing
homes. Commissioners also wanll:d
staff 10 explore opportunities for
FEMA funding.

The worsl nooding of Sarasota
County homes is still in residences
along Phillippi Creek located along
Bahia Vista Slreel in the Lockw(xld

Ridge area of Sara.~ola The hnme~

are localed on the Main A Canal nf
Phillippi Creek. Pan of the pmhlem
is thai 97 hnmes sil 10 the low-lying
flood plain.

Many of the homes were huill 10
feel ah!we sea level When Phillippi
Creek ri~es ahove III fcel,
Goodknighl said, creek water ~tans

10 back inlo the neighhorhnod.
Gnodknighl suggested a plan that

called for h!lying .' I homes alnng
the hanks of the creek The counly
would then consU1JCI a levee alnng

Ihe creck and .. nuld abo install
pump~ and a plpc Slonnwater sys­
lem thai wnuld help pump waler OUI
of the 10.. -lying communit)'.

"lll.'ally hale In think or thi~ a.s JUSI
huying home<' GooJknighl said, 00'
like 10 Ihmk nf II a.s lI')ing 10 nmc.l­
pr...f this .. hole ncighhnrtllxlll oo

Prehmmary CO~I estimales ~how

the wunly .. ,;uld nCl.-d 10 ~pcnd $0 ::!
million. "lIh S.' I million for the
pun:ha.sc or Ihe home~. GllIllIknighl
~ald He saIII phllhppl Creek re\!­
deols L'llllid ~ce J SI::! to SI~

increase nn their assessments for
SlormwalCr improvements.

Since half the homes are within
the cily of Sarasota, the county's
capital improvements would have to
he coordinaled with the city's
~Iormwalt:r improvemenls.

Staff identified 63 homes thaI
t1,xxJ chronically and no stonnwaler
improvemenls can help Goodknight
deferred to commi~~ioners 10 define
prllicie~ if the counly were to buy
those hnme~ or help n()(ld-proof
them
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Stall photo by John Hackworth

Cars slow down and splash through water that covered Veterans
Boulevard In Port Charlotte Thursday morning. The rain should slow
down and stop by late this afternoon.OODS, page 8

Dccp Creek and 2.2 inches al Ihe Charlotle
County Airpol1

Thursday e\'l'nillg. another wave of slolms
passel.l through Ihe ;lIea. dropping adl.litional
rain Oil soaked Illads. l\like Cruw of the
National Wealher Scrvice sail.l he eXpl'ctel.l an
al.lditional I 10 2 inches of precipilalion hy
llIil.lnighl.

Neil (Jarvey, who lives oIl StUHter
Boulcv;ul.l in NOl1h Pori. sail.l his rain gauge
showed 7 inches fell ncar his hOllle c;u'ly
'Illllrsday.

III addilioll 10 prohl«:ms caused hy Ihe rain,
Iighlning knockl'l.l oul power 10 115 F1oril.la
Power and Lighl customers along Quesal.la
Avenue in 1'011 Ch;ulolle. "We got the lirsl call
ahout 4: IX .1111. anl.l power was restOled hy
8: 15 a.m," Beth SChUll, spokeswolllan for
FPL. sail.l.

For (JanTy, who is cO()fJinalor for
SallllJay and SUllday's I'laciJa Seafood
Festival. the rain is even mOlc of a headache.

"As lung as il holJs up, thaI will he greal,"
he saiJ 'lbg,liJ;IY Illuming ;IS skics uicl.l to

4- :b..

,"

Roads flooded by downpour
Flood watch rClllains
on through today
in Sm'asota County
By JOHN HACKWORTH
Senior Writer

When Waync Sallade lalks ahoul M;udl
Mal.lness, he's not Ihinking haskelhall.

Sallal.lc, emergency llIanagclllcnt l.lircctor
for Ch;u'lotle County, said weatlll:r watdlcrs in
F10lida have given Ihe reccnt hout of StOlIllY
weathephe nicknallle norlllally reserved for

-college haskethall's NCAA lOulllamenl.
. .';We have .15 of F!oril.la 's 67 counlies under
;\ (Jrcsil.lential l.lisaster ded;uation, anl.l now
they're calling for llIore storllls," Sallal.lc said.

'lllUlll.lerslorllls anl.l hcavy rain Ihat sl;ukd
a out 4 alii. 'Illllrsl.lay gave an early \\ake·up
.\ to lIlany. And, a couph: of hours laler,

th~1 were Ilo<llkl.l stlcelS anl.l p;u king loIs th.ll
slow J trallk as people 1«:11 for WOI k.

; Sall:Jl.lc' lepilrtel.l as mudl as 5.1 indlcs 01
din Idl hetween 2 a.lIl. anl.l 7 a.1II Thlllsl.lay
. I Murl.lock. wilh 1119 indIes Il:pOI1c:l.l in
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Wallllf C Alkml, I) C

Silles ('onsullillll

havc hcl'lltwo, wilh Ihc IlI0Slnll11hclll
.ici slJ'e;Ull keeping the cold air hllllll'd
up in Canada, Ii II' the most I';U1,

"Last week there was a kink in
thaI jel Slll',lIl1, and il Inob like EI
NiHil iii in ils linallhrocs."

And thai, he said. woulJ be good
news 10 anyone tired Ill' Illmadlll's.
Ihunderstorms and lInpreJictahlc
wealher.

lo: ,We Are Pleased
To Welcome

Our Concern For You Goes Beyond
Science. It is Art. . ,The Art of Caring.
And for 36 years, Caring is What We

Have Done Best!
NOW, DO WHAT THOUSANDS OF

SATISFIED PATIENTS HAVE DONE
FOR OVER 36 YEARS.

Call 474-7719
AIKEN CHIROPRACTIC CENTER

;"lliO S McCall 1111 , McCall Plilza. Enylewood

\ P
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MAI{I.NA

lickk paUl'III of stllllllS and ullsca­
sllnahk IClllIll'l at 1111'S lhe nalioll is
eXIX') il'/Kill!! hccause 01 EI Niiio.
11001cVl'r, he said Ihe unusual wcath­
er phl'Il11llleniln lIlay he ncarly
cxhallsled.

"We're ill a SUhllopical .icl strealll
causcd hy H Niilo," he explaincd,
"Usually there is only OIlC .ict stre;Ull
ant ISS Ihe lIalion. '111is winler there

I
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I TCrof&s,9&r5~ ~ I
I CONSIGNMENT SHOPPE.INC. ~~ 1
I.. Qwilit~ UuIie.s De.signet Fo.sJuons 6. lhusSMLe.s I

~: $2.00 OFF I
1~ ON PURCHASE OF $5.00 OR MORE I

I ~Willow P!DZQ. 303 J PIow!o. Rd.. • Grewe Cay, FL C~ie I
I . 941·697·7722, ..EI~ I
L MOfl.-Fn 10 am-5 pm· Sat. 10 am'-3 pm - I

- - - e]~I:CijeIIJ:Zenl:IJ::t:1.1N - - - ~II _. - --,- - -_.~......--.....

fs~~~
RESTAURANT

& LOUNGE
MON.-SAT. 11:00 am . 10:00 pm

SUNUAY NOON· 8:00 pm

70 N. Indiana Ave.
Englewood

~~
dc;u' ovcrlhe hO;11 dock alld \hop~ ill
Placida \\ here Ihe feslival is sched­
uled. "I'vc hcard scveral \\ calher
reJll1l1s loday and, dcpcnding on whll
yl III Iistcn Ill, we llIight he OK,"

Indecd, the feslival shlluld be dry,
an:onlin!! til Nalional Wealhn
Scrvice foreca\ler Dan Miller. BUI
Ihl'l e will he a price to pay hehlre
Ihings clear up Salunlay,

Millcr said 1lI0re heavy slorllls
I'.l're cxpcl"Icd e;uly loday and scat­
Icrcd showers shlluld exlcnd illto
Ihis allrnJolln There is a 70 IX'ln'nl
:hallcr or I ain in ChaJlollc Counly,
IIIU an XO 1ll'IH'1I1 challcc oil alii in
DcSoto alld Salasola l'lllinlic,

Allci thaI. h,I\\l'\l'I, llllll~'

,11I'lIhl ck;Il, up 101 1IIl' \\cd,clIIl
,lllh dllCl, Clltlkl \\t',llhn l"III.'dl'd
'h!!h, IIllhl' 711, alld 101\\ III Ihe tJll,
Ill' Jlll'(hdcd

IkSllltl ;11111 Sal;l,ola ('IIUnlle,
ACIC undl'l a l10llJ ";lIdl TIIlII,day
light. \\ ilh Sarasola'" l'\IClldlll!!
hi ough It ilia)

"We l',\lll'CIt:d ,ollie lIlole hll.."ally
IC~I\'Y ralll alld, \llth \\hal has
IlrcaJ)' fallcn, \\ e 1'I1uld havc SOIllC
III IhlclllS in 10\\ ;Ul';" alld ;ullund
H:d.s," Milkr saiJ

Sallade said tllis \\ cck 's had
Icathcr is just a wlllinualion 01 a
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COUNTY OF CHARLOTTE
OFFICE OF E...'lERGENCY MANAGEMENT

CHARl.OTTE: COUNTY ADMINISTRAnON CENTER

18500 MURDOCK CIRCLE
PORT CHARLOTTE, FLO~IDA 33;41:1-109.£

(941) 743·'270

EMERGENCY BULLETIN
11-IIS IS AN OFFICIAL ADVISORY FROM THE CHARLOTIE
COUNTY EMERGENCY OPERATIONS CENTER

For Immediate Relea.

March 20, 1998
Waynt: Sallade. Director of Emergency Managem~nt

S. Shane Stovall, Emugency Planner
(941) 743·1270
(941) 743-1290

SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION DISASTER FIELD OFFICE
OPEN TO ASSIST RESIDENTS AND BUSINESS OWNERS AFFECfED
BY RECENT STORMS.

The Small Busint:Ss Administration has opened a Disaster Fidd Office to assist
residents and business ownen of Charlotte County. Lee County. Collier County.
Hendry County, and Glades County who were affeett:d by the February 2-4. 1998
storms. The Small Business Administration will be aaxpting applications for low
intuest loans from those aff~eted by these storms. They will make th~se loans
available to cover economic and physical injwies that may have ~en inCllITed by the
business and residential communiti~s of the lista! counties.

The Small Business Administration has opent:d iu office on Pine Island in Lee
County at the Pine Island United M~thodistChurch located at 5701 Pine Island
Road. Interested parties are asked to apply between 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. Monday through
SatW'day. beginning March 24. 1998 through April 2. 1998.

For those who are not able to make it to this Office, applications can be requested by
calling 1-800-359-2227.
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Community Square
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i 2 counties turn
to state for road
Charlotteand SarasOta ask for
funding for-evacuation route.

ByB~LoDg
STAFF W1I1TI~

In an about·iace-Thursday morning. the commission­
ers from Sarasota and Charlotte counties asked the
state to fund ooe· of two hurricane evacuatlOn routes

, planned for the Cape Haze Peninsula.
A jomt meeting at Lemon Bay Park between the two

conmussions brougbta- speedy vote to ask the F10nda
Oepanment of Transpanation to pick up the tab tor a
construction project .witb an esumatec1 cost of 560
million. ,4'~ ~ ....l".-- .' •.: .

In Marc~~~'agreedtii~perate in
•buildingtwo~lMOUtes out otCbmotte County
,to lnterstlte'~'i!'i'~County.The routes would
. besia.at~eelttll'"WiDchester-Bo~ Four opo
:.!tiiJns.fiat;~ for tJIe twUroatIeS and each
.~ :opaem batlir~ ~ed p>nsauaion cost~ but

theco~not'Pproved aJI101tJ1efour OptlODS.

:~eE~~=~~d:ta~ee~:
waysys~'Nat.~woo1dtheSlatebuild the road. or.- :..--: __ .

PLEAS&SEI!IlOU1'Il ON 48
...~- •.

I Counties turn to state for 1-7; connector
I ROUTE FRO" 18 cenlly have the t.....o counties "Resc;'"::n",,; 3re a iormal e~.
I agreed to worK together to build pression,;; ;",re;t:u get somethmg-
I WIden eJQSDng roads. but It would the roads out oj Charlotte Coumy cc;e. :':c: J ;oec(:c proposal:' ~
'i alSO be responsible jor to Interstate 75 in 5arasot.a County, O'Ot!ii SalC.. '!::i cen.amlv a \I.-alle-'

mamtenanc:e. The resolutlon passed Thursday up ,;ali :.~a, :nev want something:;
"TIus Isan Issue about responsi- would allow the state :0 choose Jont! ana were ""'lhn~ 10 Sit down~

biliC',·... S31d John Goodkmght. Sara- which proJect. if any. t11ev ""-ant to "",th t.'1em....·orK "",t11 them and see.~

sota County tnnsponauon diree- bwld. wnat the'" ~eec.·· I

tor. "We'reaslangthe state to take Goodknight. who has lobbied reo But that c~sn't mean the pro- i
resoonslbihty for provuiing IDter· cently for state fundmg on tlus pro· ject IS .:!ose :0 approval and It cer";
state access for the people ID this jeet. said the shitt irom uSing coun· t.amly 1'; "'0: .:Iose to constructlon.·~

Mea." ty funds jor bot.'t prOjectS to GlUmg Even Ullcer the best conditlons..
For now. there are no roads with for state aid is "a pretty slgnmcan: a smgle cCl":'dor leaQlllg to the ID­

qwcX access to t11e Interstate irom change:' terstatt! "'~t., :m:':tlole lanes IS five
tne low.lysng penlDsula region. The commiSSioners bnellv de· to 10 "ears JWa\', The earlJest pro-:­
wluch mcludes the commwutles of bated the ments oj pass,"lO the Jectlon wc\;la ct!pend on the coun-~
Englewood. Grove City, Rotonda resolution. ties hJnc::1~ tne .:on,;t!Uct!on and­
West and others. Emergency man- There was some concern about beln~ :e:moursed ov the state~
agers for both countles have said whether the resolution made a reo through .. :olnt partnership'
t.'lere are no swtable Sites for huni- alJstic request tor state fundin g and ag-:eement.
cane shelters on the pemns·ula. whether a specuic route should be
The combsnauon oj tacton puts assigned first. Goodi.:nlgh: :iald he remains~
residents JR the area communioes Gene O'Dell. public informauon hoperul :ne state Will fund the:;
manextremelyvuJnenbleposition director for FOOT. said the reo proJec-... . '. ..:,

.~Ii

dunng strong stanns. quest does not seem unreasonable "U we keep \I.·odung at it-I~
Emergency routes tive beeD and that resolutlons do not need to there's a fait dw1i:e this could hapJ5I

plaMed jor decades. but only reo identify spec:uic routes. pen." he S31d. :~


