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not be·i<lentified. Goooknight said, in
the state road system. the road would
qualify for federal tmnsportation funds
and would give Englewood ~ direct
roule to Interslnle 75.

Gootlknighl ~Iso told commissioners
nn Englewood connector would meet
the requirements of Ihe slate system.

However, Sarasota County
Commissioners Shannon Siaub Slid
David Mills did not feel the countie!
should put the rate or Winchester hi ttle
hands of the state.

The Sarnsola County commissioners
also learned from Charlolle County
Asslstnnl Admlnlstrntor Chuck Evans
thnt 90 percent of the design for the road
is completed south of the counly line.
That is where Charlolle County's invest·
ment stopped.

"No construction was to slnrt," Evans
said. "The feelings of the bonrd. were
Ihat they didn't want to be put In the
position of building a rond that ended no
plnce."

While ~upporling finding the money
for the road's design. StRub made It clear
thRt her counly 'would not want to bear
alllhe construclion costs. She threw out
the suggestion that Charlolle County
build the road and Sarasola maintain It.

The right or way between the coUnly
line and Rivet Road, and land for 011
and 10 orTset environmental Impacts. are
already in Sarasota Counly's hands.'

CharloUe County eommlssloneH did
not Jump at Staub's suneslloll. but
Commissioner Milc Horton mAde It

Please see RoAD•.,egt 8

* ROAD
From page 1

clc::tr he wOllld push fur his board's
finanCial commitment to the project.
lIe ~aid he saw Charlolle County
("mnulllng a portion of the future
!las In revenue~ to Ihe project

The Iwo Ixlards lossed around
~everaJ other i<leas, inClu<ling a spe­
cial t3ling district that might
Include the Lee County residenls
11\ illS in OO('R Gr.lnde.

---------------_.....--...-;;;;-- :
The two boards also directed ~

Iheir starrs to work out the nulS and t
holts of an agreement. In six ,
monlhs. the commissioners plan to ~
meet again. ~

"It's just a question to whal t
exlenl," Charlolle County Chairman !.
Mall DeBoer said. believing his ~
board would support the project but t
only after slarT defines lhe county's ~
percenlage of Ihe coslS based on ~
populaliun and benefit. ..

"It will be scientifically based," ,
DeBoer added. ,~

By STEVE REILLY
Staff Writer

\ ~ I I

Englewood's Winchester Boulevard
will «reid, tow~nJ River Ro~d.

1\1 ~ jnin. IIIcet inl! l',uf<d~y. S~r~,ola

~n,1 Ch~rlolle Cuunty coml1lissiouers
decided to work together to see the road
huilt from the S:uasota·Chatlolle county
hne to River Road.

Besides traffic circulalion, the pro­
POSl't.l road has special significance for
Englewood East and other' Wesl
Charlolle residents for hurricane evacu­
alion from the Cape Haze peninsula.

Winchester Boulevard, however, has
rema ined more of a concept than a road
for more Ih:m Iwo decades since more
than 2 miles of the alignment is' in
Sarawla County.

1\5 a sil!n of ils commitment, the
Sarasota County hoard voted Thursday
10 have its Iransporlalion starT look for
the money thaI will pay for the road's
de..gn for an estimated cost between
S~{K).lJOO and S I million:

Sa",,,la Counly Transporlation
LJIlCt:lor Juhn Guodknighl already had
pr"posed - an<l the Iwo commissions
agree<l - to ask the Aorida Dcp:l/'tmenl
of Transporl3lion \0 add an l'Englewood
Inlerstale Connector" 10 its highway
sy,tcm.

The plan is 10 presenl Ihe state sever­
al ahgnmenls, including an extension of
Pille SlIcet to North River Road Iild the
eltcn,ion of Winchestet with River
Road Improvements. FOOT then would
cho~ Ihe allgnmenl that would Ot ilS
cntena.

WhIle the particular alignmentlilould

inct~ester

ets a push
-sq:rosota, Charlotte boards
agree to work for extension
.of boulevard to River Road
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Shelter from a storn1?

E
xpe!ls evaluating Charlotte
Countv's hurricane shelters
are connrming what local or­
ficials already know: Few
places in the county won't be

affected by rismg water dunng a medi­
um-strength hurricane.

~lost roads and evacuation routes in

Charlotte tlood during heavy rains: a
hurricane will onlv exacerbate these
"normal" conditions,

Department or Community Affairs
experts are evaluating 1:- Red Cross­
designated shelters - all schools - to
see if thev would be suitable for use
during hurncanes. The team may rec­
ommend upgrading some facilities or
taking others oif the list because
they're in a flood zone.

Hurricane season begins June l.
Southwest Florida has escaped the
brunt of hurricaI!~s in recent years but

unexpected :-:e:l\~: :-:I!n::i in 1~~S c:o:;cd
Interstate :-.3 ::: Jar:::i of ChJriot,e
County. wJsr.ed I;~: :-oad's and br:dge:;
and t100ded ne:g::2o,:-:oods. '

.-\ttrJc:ed 0\' :::e a:::[)lence \)f \\"Jter­
tront living. :7:iJ~: oi F:orida's popuia­
tion has ~ett;ec: J:or:g the coast. GO\'­

emment has .:e:-:e:"Ji~\" not discoura'!ed
construction-Ji:c de':'elopmem in :he
flood plain ar.ci c::: ,::-:e barrier islands,
,~s a result. ~.~r.creds of thousands of
people are n.:.:::eraole.

The state st.::-;e'; ·.dllZi\'e Charlotte
Coumv reside::.ts j better idea or what
shelters. if an',', \\':il orovide safetv In J
hurricane, B~: :::1S' much is alreadv
known: There won't be enough room
in shelters for even'one who \\rill need
to t1ee rising warers In a humcane. In­
dividual hurT.cJne plans are essentlal
and they shou:c ~e developed now. not
when hum.:.1!le warnings Jre posted.
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Rl'p nan ~1a11l'f, R Bradenton, as lhe
pnllliman

The I"''' "(\Unlll" have also agreed in
pnnllpal I" fln;mcc Ihe l'llll,trucllon of
Winchester Boukvard from north of Slale
Road 776 m Charlotle 10 River Road in
Sarasota

While Ihe Manatee-Sara~ota and
Charlolle- Punt .. Gorda melrtlpolilan plan­
ntn!;! organizalllms have JC\lgnaled fund­
ing In Wmche,le"-s eonstrucllon, Horton
pOInted nUl to slale Icgislalors how Ihe

(1\ Il' grtlUp' -- 10 push
for the fundmg

'Ille slale fund·
mg IS Just one piece of a
funding pUllle hOlh
Sarasola and Charlotle
counties arc putling
hlgether 10 fund a $60­
million Englewood
Inlerstale Connector.

HARRIS Sarasota County has
hcen focusing ils efrons

nn j!etling the I>ulk of the money as pan of
the kderal transpnnallllll I>ill, with U.S

Kalherine Ilarri~, R·
Sarasota, has mlro·
duced a hu"~et amend·
ment for the lunding,
while Rep Dave Bllner,
R-Port Charlolle.
tacked on a similar
amendment til Ihe
Home's proposed hud­
ge\. Honon said.

HORTON Honon tnok the Icad
to hne up Ihe Incal stale

legislalors, nei~hhnring counties and
olhcr agencie, - as \1\ ell as residcnts and

By STEVE REILLY
SlaHWllter

Thl' week ma, hl' a do or die wed. lor
slale lundlng roi I:ng!c\'ooJ's hurm:ane
e,acuatlOn, \;lId Charlolle County
Cornrni"loner ~lal' Ilonon Monday

Spea"ing h<:lore the West Charlolle
CiVIC AS\C>L:iation. Iionon stre~sed that
Ihis wed will l><: critical in the Florida
Legislature for Ihe \.4 h million he hopes
to gel for hurricane evacualion in
Englewood and West Charlolle.

Stale legislalors arc now hammering
out Ihe ,late hudge!. In Ihe senale. Sen

Horton: D-day for rout\!
Hurricane evacuation funding may hinge on legislature action

Fr0l11 acorns,
Inighty oaks gro"v

I was \'Cr~ hll1unat.: Ihe pa" I'" 0

weekcnJ~ here In I:nglt'''' (lOd Two
ideas gre'" iUlll .... 0 oflhe l><:,I·allend­

l'd .:\'.:nts here 10
qulle a"'hile Uolh
e'l'n" ",.:r.: ,II,,, 10
Ih':lr Inau~ural

)l'ar, \.el1lon lIa)
Sunrise ROlary
('Iuh', Spnng Fever
and Ihe I:nglewood
Sill' 1/..,-,,"" s
FIshing Expo.

BOIh e"enls had
1ll,IOy things in
Cllrnllllln. They
filled a need, were a

;';::;-,;;U:;:;:;;-.,.-- lot of lun, gilt peo-
ple IOvolved, were
. ,'" :,I1LIl'fc'd rll'p
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Englewood citizens angry about Winchester funding
finance Winchester and olher
wad projects for hurricane ev3CU­

allon.
Popescu recalled Thursday

how Bllner and Gay said Sara\Ola
lind CharlO1le COl/niles needed 10
coordlllale their erfons finl
Cooperallon helween Ihe IWO
counlles has ~n a slumhlinl
hlod 10 gelllOllhe pt'OJC<:1 under
way

Ple.l. see BITNER. page II

selllalives have no weighl in
Tallahassee." said Dorian
Popescu. presidenl of Ihe
Englewood Area Chamher of
Commen:e "It's not our local
represenlallves. They did Iheir
pan. way heyond whal IS e~pect·

cd o[ them"
In IQ'16. I'opescu led a cham·

her meellng 10 Impress upon
Bllner and Gay how sonx slate
fundlllg would he needed 10 help

ered a vilal link for the humcane
evacuation needs of En!llewood
and Cape !laze.

Hope now hin!les on Iiams'
fundlllj! requesl survivlOg Ihe
joinl H"use·Scnale commillee
thai Will deliherale on a final hud·
l!CI. The decISIon could come as
early as ne.1 week whrn Ihe
Senate and House reconu Ie Ihe
IWo budgets.

"It's a shame our (Slalel n:pre·

Charlotte. and Rep Greg Gay. R­
Cape Coral. were unahle 10 gel a
slale !louse budgel amendmenl
thai would have asked for $4 6
million for Winchester
Boulevard.

Sen Kalherine Harm. R­
Sarasota. was ahle 10 !leI a line
ilem on Ihe Senate version 0' Ihe
hudget

To many Englewood citizens.
WlIlcheslcr Boulevard is consid-

Residents blast
Rep. Bitner
By STEVE REILLY
StaffWnter

Wilh slate fundmg for
Winchesler Boulevard hanging
by a Ihread in Tallaha~see. dlsap­
p0lnlmenl can he heard in
Englewood

Rep Dave Bllncr, R-Pi,rt

I •

There's nOlhing like a meeting of
Ihe board of direclors of Ihe Rotonda
Wesl Association 10 gel your share of

lensi"n and alll'
mo~ily for the
week.

Take
Thursday's get­
logelher. Board
presidenl Duke
Coyne couldn'l
m~kc.lhc meeling.

Anill10sity level
rises in Rotonda
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Community agencies need assistanc~POLICE
BEAT

From page 1

repon from Ihe Charlolle
Counly Sheriff's Office.

The suspecl enlered the vic·
tim's hedroom, pinned her
arms 10 Ihe hed and se~ually

assaulted her. He then left the
residence, direcllOn unknown.

The victim was nol injured
during rhe allack, according to
reports.

The suspect, a white male
in his late tecns or early 20s.
was descrihed hy the vil'tim as
heing appro~imalcly ~-fool·ln

and 140 pounds, and having
red hair. shaved Oil the SIdes

The Sheriff's Oflice Majl
Crimes Unil is currently 1I1ve
ligaling the <:a,e.

Middle school
student charged

Police charged Paul Loyd,

By RENEE LePERE
StalfWriter

For the Iirsl time in 15 years.
Kathy Roach, the direclor of
Helping Hand in Englewood is
doing something she's never had to
do - ask the community for mone­
tary help.

"We are overwhelmed wilh
requests for Iinancial aid," Roach
said al Thursday's meeting of the
Englewood Inleragency Council.

* BITNER
From page 1

The ultimate hope is 10 run
Winchester Boulevard nonh from
Charlolle County Road 77~ in (he
ROlonda area 10 River Road in
Sarasola Counly. The enllre
Winchester projel't is expeclcl! to
enst $20 mill",n.

When the counlies had their
"ducks in a row," Popescu said Ihe

"In the past two weeks. we've turnc:d
on the electricity fIV two elderly
women. and for the first time: in 15
years, I'm lelling people we don'l
have the money to help."

Helping Hand is a community­
supported social service agency thaI
provides short·lenn emergency
assistance 10 Englewood families.
such as rent/mortgage assislance.
past-due UlJlity bills. prescription
,ncdicalion as well as food.

Iwo state legislalors com milled
lhemselves 10 Iinding state dollars
for the project.

Popescu did commend Hams
for "doing her Joh" and keeping
lier pronllse 10 Ihe Englewood
commumty

("harlolle Counly
CommiS\lI>ner M"c Horton and
S"rasol" Counly Comllllssioner
Shannon S'"uh h"ve worked to
overcome the dlflkullJes 1.\ IIh Ihe
counly line lIorton also had

"Food is not the prnhlem nghl
nOlli," Roach said. "I'm in need of
support before: !he: sea.son is over and
a lot of residenLs go home: The proll­
lem is going to gel wor.;c: over the
summe:r, when there is a 101 of joh
loss.

"We need to take care of Ihe legit­
imale needs of residenls due to "ck­
ness or unemploymenl TIllS is a real
need, I' 01 nol panICking"

Helping Hand al,o acts as the

sought slate funding to help spel'd
up Ihe road project

The chaml>er h",n'l l'Omplelel)
given up on the Slale lundlD!!. The
chamher has senl lelll'rs 10 Sen
Donald Sullivan, R·Semlnole.
chamnan 01 the W,ln ancl Mean,
Commilll'e U"m,'- and IIl1ner',
oflices descnbed Sulliv"n a' Innu­
enlial on 1.\ hal 1.\ III he: Ineluded In
the stale hudget

Englel.\ol,cJ Easl re"dent Jack
Donkel also rememhered "milar

clearinghouse: for families needing
assislance during the holidays,
Many area charilahle organizations
like Toys for Tots and Sheriff's
Oflice Adopt·a·Family programs
conlact Roach 10 get in louch with
e1igihle families

Anyone interested in helping
Helping Hand should call Roach at
474·5RM between 10 a.m and noon
DonalJons may al,o be d/llpped on
at Ihc Helpin!! lIand hullding in !he:

promises made hy Bitner and Gay
10 Ihe Charlolle County Taxpayers
I.t',,!!ue Recalhng those ('ronmes
In thl' l'ollunumly. Donkel asked
1.\ h"lthe t'" II leglSlatnrs had done tn
cam Engle'" 1M MI', pohlJcll suppnrt

"I' 01 vcry dlSappolnled:'
/)onkcl "lid "II', Ihe 1'10,,1 hour,
light··..
, Claudia Ridge IS anolher
En!!le",ood reSident who has
w'orked hard to support Ihe
Wincheslcr cffort She IS among

t)~ .. 1 c D· I fl. 1 1

wesl end of Ihe parking 101 'of
Englewood Uniled Methodisl
Church, 700 E. Dearborn 51.

Meals on Wheels, a service thaI
cooks ami delivc:r.i mc:als 10 shUI-iDS,
is in need of drivers. Anyone: iDler­
estc:d in dri\'ing or helping prep.-c:
me:als should call 474-4445 or visil
the Meals on Wheels headquartc:rs41
4()() Lorna Linda Road hc:hiod
Community Preshyerian ChurCh,
between 9 a.m. and noon wc:ekdafs,

several cilizens who said they
felt Rilner, more so lhan Gay,
"dropped the hall."

"We've done on the coul1ly
level whal we've needed 10 do,"
R,dl!e said "E\'eryone has
I.\",ked their huns off from the
commISsIOners on down ..

Ridge said she sa~' Bilne,'s
failure to get an amendment fln
the Ilouse hudget as a slap in the
faces of the IWO county commis­
Sioners

"iI •• ""IC nt\' Ih,.. Iv,...,. nf rwrc;.nn
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WINCHESTER CORRIDOR

Road project
dealt big blow

STAFF MAP

has made a promise to hIS constitu­
ents in Englewood, Rotonda, Grove
City and other Cape Haze
communities.

In July, when he proposed to
speed up construction, Horton said
the plan could cost him his political
career.

"I'll give it my best shot and if
we're successful, great. U not, well,
there's life after being a county com­
missioner," he said during a meet­
ing with evacuation route loyalists.

If the money is made available, an
interstate connector would still be
decades away for Englewood.

"This is the first leg oi a massive
project that could cost 60 to 65 mil­
lion dollars," Horton said.

The Winchester corridor could
cost up to $20 million and would pro­
vide a second intersectIon ior traffic
to access two-lane River Road,
which runs to Exit 34 on Interstate
75.

- ~ .
..<'g ...... ~.;

'cr ~ '--::.

:~ ~\\
; '1:---.,I){NWOOD '=' «;. i'L,
i ~ PROPOSED
~ • I WINCHESTER '
I • BLVD.
I : -----..
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- - -.- - - - - -cHARLom-co. I
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meeting with house speaker Daniel
Webster saying funding for Win­
chester Boulevard will not be
brought before the House for a vote.
But Bitner and Gay said the project
IS not dead.

"Personally, I'd rather try to get
the votes in conference because
then you're down to just a couple of
members as opposed to 61," Gay
said.

The decision on whether to in­
clude the $4.6 million in funding will
be settled by a Joint House-Senate
committee, whIch looks at each bud­
get item the two chambers couldn't
agree on.

Gav said Webster indicated that
they ~ere 10 pretty good shape for
getting Winchester funded, but add­
ed, "Obviously, it's not
guaranteed."

Plans call for engineering to begin
on the evacuation route in 2003, but
Horton was hopmg to broker a deal
that would allow the Charlotte
County portIon to begin immediate­
ly. That could move the completion
date from 2010 up to 2003.

"It's a pay me now or pay me later
Issue," said Ben ~1cKav, Harris' se­
mor aIde. "And what happens if be­
tween 2003 and 2010 vou have a ma­
Jor humcane hit Charlotte County
and you have 100,000 people strand­
ed on the roads?"

Horton has put in months of leg­
work Includmg numerous meetmgs
WIth Hams. Bltnei and Gay. He also

By Bryan Long
STAFFWAITEA

A political promise is on the line
for Charlotte County Commissioner
Mac Horton. But he can do little
more than watch and wait as state
legislators decide the fate of a Cape
Haze hurricane evacuation route.

For months Horton pressed state
lawmakers to budget $4.6 million for
a Winchester corridor construction
project. But Wednesday afternoon
he learned that the money made it
only half way; funding for the project
won't make it into the House ver­
sion of the state budget.

"That's not good," Horton said.
"That was the whole plan from day
one to get it into both budgets."

The news came days after Sen.
Katherine Harris, R-Sarasota, suc­
ceeded in having money placed 10
the Senate version of the budget.

"Katherine got her job done and it
didn't happen on the other side."
Horton said.

Rep. Dave Bitner, R-Port Char­
lotte. and Rep, Greg Gay, R-Cape
Coral, emerged Wednesday from a

Money for the
Winchester Boulevard
plan won't be in the
House version of the
state budget.



Englewood at work: a tale of two counties
In Ihe early pall 01 Ihc

2()'h n'lIllll y. lhe pori allihori­
Iy in New York CilY was in
dallger The problem was Ihal
Ihe pori opera led helwcen Iwo
slalelines-- Ihe picrs lay on
Ihe New York side and Ihe
rails 011 Ihc New Jersey side
- - as Ihe Iwo slales compeled
againsl each olher, rather Ihan
working hand in hand 10 gel
Ihe joh done. Bob Foole. an
Englewood residelll living in
Boca Royale, worked as a
Irallsporlalion engineer on Ihe
porI ,Ifler it was incorporated
as a hi-slale porI in 1921, and
saw how Illuch hellcr husiness
hecame afler Ihe Iwo Slales
joined forces.

Foote sees a parallel
between Ihal port and Ihe
problems of governance in
Englewood, lie would like 10
sec Englewood incorporalcd
as ils own cily, or al Ieasl
have an inlegralive coalilion

Kevin
Kelly

of Englewood husiness own­
ers and homeowners eHend­
ing across Sarasola and
Charlolle counly lines. lie
even has a name for Ihe pro­
posed alliance - Grealer
Englewood Council of HOllie
and Business Owners
(GE(,)- and has presenlcd
Ihe idca 10 Ihe Englcwolld
Area Chambcr of COlllmcrce,
wherc he is a lIIembcr of Ihc
Iransporl;l1ion deparlmenl.

"There's no group Ihal is

looking at Englewood in a Winchl'slcr l'\lens,on
unified way," said Foole, a "Everybody sa),s (exlend)
relired professional in Ihe Pine Street, hUI why don'l
field of cily planning. "Our cOlllmissioners say go ahead?
decisions are made hy five So I've heen gelling anlsy,"
commissioners in Sartlsola Foole said. An example of Ihe
and five in Charlolle, and problem, as he sees iI, is Ihat
Ihose are hig counlies," Ihe Winchesler eXlension (on

F.oole moved 10 Ihe C'harlolle Counly side)
Englewood in 1995. In had the hacking of
January, 1997, he allcnded a COlllmissioner Mac Horlon,
meeting dealing wilh Ihc bl/I Ihal level of enlhusiasm
Wilbur Smilh reporl, a sludy WilS nol malched by Sarasola
of SOllth C'OIlIlIY Ir,,/lic circu- Counly COlllmissioner
lalion and evacualion allerna- Shannon SI"ub in reference Ic',
lives. When he saw how poor- Ihe Pinc Streel cXlension.
Iy this issue was hcing Ireal- IIcnce, Ihc need for a bi­
cd, he deciJed 10 gel counly organi/alion Ihal can
involved. By Ihal limc, Ihe looking inlo planning and
Chamber and olher organi/a- zoning issues and present its
lions had favored Ihe ex len- findings 10 holh CO""lIlSsions.
sion of Pine Street 10 hllllc also poinls 10 the
Inlerslalc 75 for dosc 10 I() rcccni ml'cllng Oil allcrnall\'c
ycars. The Corps of Enginccrs IISCS for Buchan Airporl by
had also done a sll/dy on Ihe Englc\\ollli ('lIi/cns
evacualion wl/les and found Advisory Commillee as
Pinl: Slrec! rrH<,raht~ 11I"llIe • ahl11hU h1;lr1if~~lali\l11 fIf Ihe

need for incorporalion. Fint
of all, he said, thaI Ihe CAe
was notconsulled hy commis­
sioners before they del'ided to
close Ihe field indicated a
prohlem of representation.
Also, while Foote said he
favors keeping the airfield as
is, he viewed a suggestion at
the meeling Ihat Elsie Quirk
Lihrarv relocate on the field
as potcllIially devaslaling 10
Dearborn Slrecl rcvilalilation.
When Ihc post office was
moved off Dearborn. less traf­
fic movcd Ihrough Ihe area.
Foole Sl'CS Ihe samc Ihing in
slore if Ihe library leaves Ihe
arca.

"The purpo'ie (of (iEn is
as a hridge helween where we
are now and where we'll be ali
a hi-counly," he said.

Fo,. /1/ orr ;"(0 r maI; 0 II
01/ (;I:"l', ("olllaCl [10/1 Fo()(t'
";11 ('·/1/ai/ al:

, f'{'''ft/Ill (' (n) t'wo[ ("01r'1
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Atwo-way street

C
ape Haze residents seeking
to evacuate coastal Char­
lotte County in the event of
a hurricane may be delayed
by another storm they can't

control - political friction between
Sarasota County and North Port.

Sarasota County Commissioner
Shannon Staub recently sought the
North Port City Commission's en­
dorsement of a resolution. The resolu­
tion seeks state Depanment of Trans­
portation funding for the extension of
Winchester Boulevard, from Engle­
wood to Interstate i5, as a hurricane­
evacuation route. That extension, ac­
cording to one plan. would proceed
over an elevated. widened South River
Road, pan of which traverses the city
as it passes through the Myakka State
Forest.

North Port commissioners. appar­
ently miffed that neither Sarasota nor
Charlotte county officials previously
had discussed the project with them.
thanked Staub for her presentation.
but made their comments after she
left, panning the proposal during a
workshop closed to public discussion.

"Two counties got together and we
have been totally out of the loop." said

City Commissioner George ~lullen.

The City Commission should be In­

terested in many aspects of the pro- .
posed project, including Its impact on
the city's comprehensive plan. traffic
circulation and emergency services. It
should have been consulted as Char­
lotte and Sarasota counties developed
plans. But the City Commission should
have addressed those concerns while
Staub was present to respond. The city
will win few friends if it takes a paro­
chial perspective of what "others" plan
for "its" read.

Everyone living south of the inter­
section of River Road and I·i5. from
Snook Haven to Boca Grande. shares a
common concern -' how to evacuate
in the event of a hurricane.

It behooves everyone in that re¢on
who needs to flee a stonn to have an
adequate route to high ground. Dunng
the remainder of the year. an improved
River Road-Winchester Boulevard
thoroughfare would enhance dally traf­
fic to the benefit of both Englewood­
area and North Port residents. Even:­
one involved in usmg that
thoroughfare needs to be Involved.
Politics, like roads. should be a two­
way street.
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Please see CHRIS, page 8

Here at home, Charlotte County
Commissioner Mac Horton and his
counterpart, Commissioner Shannon
Staub of Sarasota County, have been
doing all they can to get the state and
tederal lawmakers on the right track.
- -To back this up, I have included the
complete contents of a memo sent this
week by Horton to State Rep. Dave
Bitner, R-Port Charlotte, the senior
member of our state legislative delega­
tion:

"Re: lHANK YOU!
"I know that the political winds

blow hotter in Englewood, Charlotte
County, than anywhere else in this
state! I want to thank you for your
efforts thus far on behalf of the $4.6
million for the Winchester project. I
know how long you have labored and
how close we are. Please do not give
up the cause. I am praying for your
success. Many lives will be affected by
this decision."

Well put, Mac. It's always a good'
idea to thank someone for something
you hope they'll do, while letting them
know you really, really hope they'll do
it: It's an incentive with only an
implied measure of pressure.

Bitner has been taking a lot of the
heat on The Road being left off the
state House budget at the beginning of
the budget process. Admittedly, a lot
ot: that heat has been from his con­
stituents, who have been quoted in this
paper. What this shows to me is their
seriousness to get this done.

By all reports, Bitner and state Rep.
Greg Gay - whose district includes
the path of The Road - have been
working frantically for the past few
weeks to get this thing going.

By contrast, state Sen. Katherine
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Editor: t

.Folks around these parts have
shown a healthy interest in their feder­
al and state governments this spring.

People who normal­
ly wouldn't follow
federal transporta­
tion bills and state
budgets very closely
are scanning the
papers each day,
looking for any bit
of news from
Washington or
Tallahassee, as if
there were some
pennant race going
on.

Just a note
of thanks

Friday, April 10, 1998

CHRIS
PORTER
Editor Then again,

the stakes are pretty
high. And the politicians are hearing
about it, too.

I'm talking about the proposed
Winchester Extension, also known as
the Englewood Interstate Connector,
the Emergency Evacuation Route and
The Myakka State Forest Four-Lane
Nature Trail. I'll just call it The Road.

In Washington, the battle was to get
The Road on the federal transportation
budget, despite having a U.S. repre­
sentative from this area - Dan Miller
- who doesn't necessarily like fund­
ing projects like The Road with that
kind of money.

The federal package passed without
Miller's vote, so the political magnify­
ing glass has swung over to
Tallahassee, where our legislators are
working to get money for The Road
on the state bud):!;et.
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"'Weather
radio
faces
delay
One company makes
the necessary
transmitter approved
by the Weather Service.

ByBebe Bahnsen
STAFlfW"ITER

The fast-track effort to make
weather radios work effectively in
all parts of Sarasota, Charlotte and
DeSoto counties faces a potentially
major slowdown.

It could take six months for the
necessary transmitter to be
delivered.

The reason: One company. inde­
pendent Technology Inc., makes
transmitters approved by the Na­
tional Weather Service.

Company president Melvin
Stiles, who said the Weather Ser­
vice is his only client. explained that
manufacturing the transmitters is a
sideline. Most of his business in­
volves maintaining existing trans­
mitters under a governmen,
contract.

He said his Scottsville. KY.. com­
pany makes the transmitters be­
cause he doesn't want to refuse the
Weather Service. The dela\". Stiles
explained, is not a lack oi inventory.

. but the company's policy oi makJnJ::
the transmitters one at a time.

"We build it to order. In essence.
We do not have off-the-shelf prod­
ucts," Stiles said.

Venice police ChiefJoe Slap? ant
retired U.S. Weather Ser....lce mete­
orologist Bill Kennedy have spear­
headed the effort to have a transmIt­
ter installed to broadcast weather
warnings to Parts of south Sarasota
County. north Charlotte County and
west DeSoto Countv. Those areas
are out of reach of Weather Sen'lce
transmitters in Ruskin and Fort
Myers.

Siapp finds the potential delay to
be, at best. ludicrous.

"I find it hard to believe that there
may not be a transmitter intact
somewhere in this country." Siapp
said, noting that the government IS

PLE·\,I\F. SEE RADIO 0\ OR
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Weather radio service may be delayed

ROBERTCUNTHER, whose company, High Point Tower Technology Inc, owns and
manages more Ihan 225 lower and roollop anlenna locations nationwIde

"It's a substantial commitmentfor a long
period oftime, and I hope we can do itfor
tbe community. I've got our technicalguru
on alert. "

RADIO FROM 18

closing many military bases that
might have had similar transmillers.

Nokomis resident Robert Gun­
ther, whose company, High Point
Tower Technology Inc., owns and
manaRes more than 225 tower and
rooftop anlenna localions nalion­
wide. agrees.

Gunther said he was certain Ihal
his technil"al experts nlllld quickly
come up with a transmitter to meet
all Weather Service requirements
- if the agency would allow such a
transmitter to be used until the ap­
proved one could be installed.

Weather Service officials could
not be reached for commpnt on
whether they would allow such a
transmitter.

Gunther. whose company hllS of­
fices in Oldsmar and Staten Island,
N.Y., also offered to purchase a gen­
erator for the project, if needed. He
has volunteered free space for the
transmitter on a 500-foot-tall tower
his company owns on Border Road
near Interstate 75.

"It's a substantial commitment
for a long period of time. and I hope
we can do it for the community," he

silid. "I've Rot our Ipchnical Rum Oil
alert ...

WeilthN Servicp tpchllical px­
perts this week will visil hoth (;UII·

ther's lower sill' and <I 200·fool-lilll
tower oWlled hy Sarasola County on
Center Road in Venice, illlli then
recommend the best localion for a
trilnsmitler.

If Weather Service officials ap­
prove his site, Gunther said, there
would be little or no delay before the
transmitter could be installed.

Sarasota County Emergency
Management Director GregR Fea­
gans said the Center Road site
would need some improvements.
The 200-foot-tall tower, he ex­
plained, would need to be height­
ened, which could take several

--

w('eks or months heclluse of acoun­
ty lower moratorium and n('iRhhor­
hood ohjedions.

If those problems were over­
COllie, FellRans said, the tOWN
hciRht ClIuld quickly be incrp<lscd.

"ThaI site has Rot the steclto RO
to 300 feet that's laying on the
Rround right now," he said.

In the mellntime. efforts to raise
about $80,000 to install the trans­
miller are under way. Kennedy said
those efforts should be accelerated
if getting the transmitter will take
several months.

"If we're going to have to wait
four to six months, let's get the
money and place the order now," he
said.

County Commissioner Shannon

Staub had planned to ask her col­
Jeagut's to approve funds for the pro­
ject out of the county's contingency
budget. perhaps this week. Hut the
request will be delayed because
Fragans, Siapp and Weather Service
officials wpre still working out the
clrlails.

"Once we Ret the finn cosI num­
bers, we'll make a presentation to
th(' Counly Commission," FraRans
said.

The City of Venice and Venin'
Founclation officials are wllitinR for
th(' same information b('(ore making
financial commilmenls.

Kennedy believes that quick ac­
tion in securing funcls for the pm­
jed. and Ihe Wealher Service's co­
operlltion in llllowing a temporary
transmitter to be installed, could
save Jives.

Recent bad weather and projec­
tions that EI Nino could continue to
bring harsh storms have prompted
calls for a transmitter to reach the
rest of Southwest Florida, .

"what I'm looking at now i9. with
the EI Nino effect still out there, and
the water warming up, that could
give us a stormy spring and early
summer," Kennedy said.



County
to aid in
weather

•warnmg
Partial funding is
approved for a radio
transmitter that will
serve an area that
covers parts of three
counties.

Sensible but artistic. Hannonious
with history.

That's the starting place for
choosing Charlotte County's first
piece of public art - guidelines that
may help this community steer clear
ofTampa's "exploding chicken" fall­
ouL

Barbara Hill. Tampa's administra­
tor of art in public places, still gets
complaints about a giant, black and
yellow sculpture that locals call the
"exploding chicken." It was pur­
chased by a bank and plopped on a
busy comer near the University of
Tampa.

"That was installed in 1988 and

people are still bite!
Hill said.

Fortunately for H:
work with a long list
a privately funded pI
lems are compoundeo
lars pay for the art.

Charlotte Count
spend tax dollar. tl
codes actua11y prohib
brow endeavors. SO "
ty's "exploding chick
ing Punta Gorda
roadside bust of cr
lumbus - have b
funded.

But on Tuesda}
Commission passe
that details the polil
dures for the selectJc

Acting on a motion by Com­
missioner Shannon Staub, the
Sarasota County Commission
voted unanimously Tuesday to
help pay for a transmitter that
would allow severe weather
warnings broadcast from the Na­
tional Weather Service station in
Ituskin to be picked up by weath­
er radios throughout Sarasota.
Charlotte and DeSoto counties.

The radios, which sound an
alarm followed by details in case
of tornadoes and other severe
weather. do not pick up the signal
in parts of south Sarasota Coun­
ty, west DeSoto County and
north Charlotte County.
, Staub did not request a specific

dollar amount from the commis­
sion because the cost of the pro­
ject and the amount of contribu­
tions from other sources have to
be worked out.

County Emergency Manage­
ment Director Gregg Feagans
told commissioners that he ex·
pected to get substantial support
from the state for the project.
which is expected to cost be-
tween $80,000 and $125,000. .

But Molly Payne, apokeswom-'
an for the Florida Division of
Emergency Management, said
that the grant Feagans referred
to will come from the federal
governmenL

. "The program through which
the grant is awarded is a federal-

PLEASE SEE TRANSMrrna ON S8

Boulevard
repairs get
green light
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Federal money for transmitter up in air
LJ .S. Rep. Dan Miller will not seek congressional
money for a severe weather radio transmitter.

By Debe Bahnsen
ITAFFWAITEA

Agencies trying to find money to
station a severe weather radio
transmitter in south Sarasota Coun­
ty shouldn't expect help from U.S.
Rep. Pan Miller.

Miller," Republican whose dis­
tti~ .~vm most of Sarasota Coun­
ty; 8aJ~jJ~tough a spokeswoman

"""'.::,,!(',.'i'l.'
~·~1.':O-\ -.J'~'l.. .,.: .

Thursday that he would not seek
congressional funding for a trans­
mitter that warns residents of ap­
proaching storms.

The U.S. Weather Service has no
money available to build transmit­
ters, but some-members of Con­
gress pressured the agency and
found federal money to erect the
equipment in their districts.

"We're about to put some (trans­
mitters) in ... Kentucky, but (Con­
gress) will appropriate the funds,"
Weather Radio program manager
Stan Johnson said Thursday from
his office at Weather Service head­
quarters in Silver Spring, Md.

Rep. Harold Rogers, R-Ky., is
chairman of the committee that con­
trols the budget of the National Oce­
anic and Atmospheric Administra­
tion, which includes the U.S.
Weather Service.

Johnson said Congress responds
to voters when they ask for federal

money.
"Usually it's a result of constitu­

ent pressure," he said.
Miller said he would not seek fed­

eral funds under any circumstances.
"lie doesn't think Congress

should designate specific projects
that only benefit a small constituen­
cy," spokeswoman Christin Tins­
worth said. In a written statement
Miller said that NOAA will pay for
the maintenance and operation of
the transmitter after it is built, at an
estimated cost of $10,000 per year.

Hut Jon Preiksat, chief executive

officer of The Venice Foundation,
doesn't think that is enough, a con·
cern also expressed earlier by Sara­
sota County Emergency Manage­
ment Director Gregg Feagans.

"Why should the federal govern­
ment be allowed a free ride in this?
The federal govenment has an obli­
gation to protect its citizens," Prcik­
sat said. "Why are we so unique that
we are not covered? We'd like to see
some actual hard dollar commit­
ments from the National Weather

PI.E.o\."E SEE RADIO ON 58



Moneyfor transmitter Up in air

Grant plea denied
DAY CARE FROM 18

The foundation will release the
recipients of grants for this cycle
today.

School officials said that providing
day care on campus might attract
additional- qualified teachers to To­
ledo Blade and encourage teachers
with young children to return to
work sooner.

With only two licensed day-care
centers in North port. it's difficult
for teachers and other staff mem­
bers who have preschoolers and in­
fants to find day care close to their
jobs. One-third of the school's 75­
member staff members live in Sara­
sota and commute to North Port.
Several others live in Venice.

The school had planned to build a
portable to care for children ages 2­
4.

"We're not sure what direction
we will go in," said teacher Kimber·
Iy Sullivan. who was instrumental in
seeking the grant. "We're hoping to
find some sponsor or agency willing
to fund this project."

She has already contacted the
South County Family YMCA about a
possible partnership.

Sharon Pesut. executive director
of the YMCA, directed Sullivan to

give her a formal request.
"We would have to do research.

look at the situation and decide
what's possible out there." Pesut
said.

In 199i. the Venice Foundation
awarded a 590.990 grant to the Sara­
sota Y~ICA Children. Youth and
Family Services for a consultant to
do a mapping of child-care services
and populations in South County.
The grant was also to develop a co­
alition of stakeholders to evaluate
and provide input on the issues and
to develop a family child-care asso­
ciation and in-house resource li­
brary that would allow home day­
care center operators to borrow
materials.

"At this point we want to get that
mapping project completed in order
to know what the best locations are
in :-iorth Port and other areas we
serve," Roberts said. .

Roberts said the preliminary re­
sults of the mapping will be complet­
ed next month and the final analysis
will be done in ~tav. Sarasota Coun­
ty has :$50.000 10 its budget to do a
mapping oi day-care needs in the
northern part of Sarasota County.
That's expected to be completed in
September,

St. Patrick's
parade set
for success
PARADE FROM 18

Friendly Sons and Daughters
of St. Patrick. the Venice orgamza­
tion sponsoring the parade. "ThiS IS
it."

About 70 groups are registered to
participate - including local poh(e
and fire departments and go-(art­
driving Shriners from Sarasota ­
said co-chairman Tom Beagley.

Ruth Jenkins of Bon Secours­
Venice Hospital. who was selected

. the National Home Health Care
Aide for 1997. will serve as ~and :
marshal of the parade. Kolba said. i

After the parade. a party ....-ill be I

held for Sons and Daughters mem- :
bers and their friends and guests. i

A kick-off dinner and dance thiS ,"'

evening will be open to the public. I
The Emerald Ball will be held at the
community center at 6 p,m. For I
tickets or information. call Kolba at I
485-4024. !

Nearly all the Sarasota County i

commissioners and the Venice Cit\' !
Council members are expected to I

participate in the parade. Kolba said. I
"There'll be a wide vanety of (on- ~

tingents pretty much doing their i
own thing in order of march." said !
Kim O'Gorman. president of the'
Sons and Daughters. i

Herald Tribune
Advertising Works

RADIO FROM 18 week.
But the first commitment of mono

Service (to help with transmitter ey could come from Sarasota Coun-
construction costs)." n' as earh' as next week.

Preiksat said he also planned to 'Comm'lssloner Sh~nnon Staub
contact the governor's office to dis- said Thursdav that she discussedil~~~~~~~~;;;__~.
cuss funding possiblities. the issue Wll1l County Administra- I

He said the foundation was pre- tor Jim Ley and that she hoped to be
pared to consider a contnbution to able to request money. probably'
allow the project to proceed quickly from the county contingency bud·
because he does not want it delayed get. at the commission meeting on
because of bureaucratic hassles Tuesda~·. However. she stiJllacked Wednesday, March 18th
over federal funding. some essential information. 10 a.m. to 12 noon

WeatherService officials estimat- "We stIli haven't gotten a full reo
ed that a transmitter could be in- port from l Emergency Management In the Hospital Cafet.ria
stalled in two or three months after DirectOr) lJregg Feagans." she Thes. semi".,.. will provld. you
a site is selected and money is avail- explained. with Information on Medicare and
able. The agency is sending repre- Fe<lg3ns and Stapp met this week the amclU1t of coverage ita/Jows for
sentatives to view potential sites in with C,S. Weather Service officials

hospital .tay. and other relatedor near Venice next week. at the weather center l!l Ruskin.
treatments.Preiksat's statemeDt that the If she does not have all infonna-

foundation was ready to'a»nsider a tion by Tuesday. she will raise the FrN rrdrNhments
contribution was welOlmed by Ven- matter at the next week's meeting, ~__......... MIIlll....
ice Police Chief]oe SIapp, ODe of the Staub said. R...tY.P. by t:allirrr
leaders of the effort'to. have' the But she said that members of the 1-100-2.65-8624
transmitter installed. . .• public who believe the transmitter ", \ if" '.

Siapp said that he pl~&.toap- is important must make their voices Et4GLEWOOD
preach City Manager GeOrKe Hunt heard. M N
abouta citycontributiibtiJltBepto- "Hopefully, people would let the CO~. ~HOSPITAL
jeet as soonuhe.has~ other commissioners know that - . ~"""'BMi.

__~d~etails.whim~;.·;~b!:~.,aext;~~th]etY~fe:e~I~lt~'s~ne~c~e~s:sary~~:'~s~h:e~S3J~'d~'_W~_~Ei~"t::G:alb!'~Fl.~S4~22S~ __J
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Becoming sU11ny
Cloudy ,n the morning.
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:ILDREN

chomo.·· ... ...... Ih. only I. ft.
fKtI w~n t roublf' .w,lIowln. for
lbout •• if'~k. Iftd illhl·,enlll'.'
slim lItat ..ft hom _all' ......
tlbN to WDbunl.

·T.. had tcdhac!lel __ .-
/hat." he _ "

Sc,.n".11 oact Itolflll .1 r..,.
IIHIiAtHIbI to &lbtddtW ••

PLI..Ul sa_~l~

waner WInIlelmeyer of V....
hu Mel hili MOIlhIIllNi -..
cer If.tlel MIll IIg11l. HIe Ill...
Ie l ....porwlIy more...,......
10 the lUll. turnInQ II riel.

"I th"lk Mr K~nnedY·!I made)
beheVf'f fltH of mf' Hem. In .I CNSUlI
communlh' Wf' h"ve ~o bf' ablp 10
(Omf' up .'lh n many *Iys of lnt'lt
Ina' !f'"pre ... tlther It J)Ot'llble'"
Sl~pp s~lId

But s.,..sotJ County Em.r,.ncy
Mln'Rement Coordinator Gu.
F"rani IS not • boll••"".

"Tho h"tory ot thi' producl ..
tNt II IIvn out false lIetU," Fea·
rans said. Iddlnl that IOITI. P«>IlI.
had told him tnn turned lhf' racbot
off to 'VOId bf'ln, IwalttRM wh"n
the .!arm wuned 0' .ueher thae
mlRht bt LhrPJllMInl an ara wYn·
aJ muntIn awn

Nf'w technolol' Illow. the
W.lther SPfVICf' to pinpoint lIS
wanunp more nar1'Owl)', but. 111 In,
f'''enC, Feallns' Illumen. dadnt
..sn.1tJ\S~.

"Whethif'r peopl. Wlnt to turn
them 011 or wnt" Ihem on. r want
thf'm 10 havt" lh.lt 1lp{lOn:' he uld

A U,nlmlrtrr could be ur- Ind
runnln•• llhin Ihrpe monlhl If
S7U.UOO 10 ~J.IIUO an be lountJ (0
fund thf' purdaw

"(';lilahs h.lrl nlht'" ohJl"('I",nl In

'...'.."........---...
BALTIMORE - When doctors

fint found Ill'll of cancer in WaJtrr
Wlnkelmeyer', esophl,UI. the
PI"OIOOSII WU no! llOOd-

The &J·,ear-old V~K:e man ...
I poor candidate for surlfry. with
lerioul heart Ind lun, problema
Wtnk.ImoY",,·1 s.,..so<a phyllCWll,oI.,.od hom to a doctor in T_
who sard ho could no! ~to.

"He uMl. ·Wlnk. it you were my
daddy. I'd In.. you d..,ly bUI I
wouldn', OI~rale becauw I'm IOU..
10 low you,' " W,nk.lmoy... UIII.

But throulh hiS dau.hter. Win·
kflmeyft' &earned ot I MW CIl"IC'er·
fightin, procodun bo,n. porlonned
It Johnl Hopkins Unlverllt, In
MaryLand. The procodlll" uses IIgh~

dI alII\buIolJon ..til ........ dnJlSo 10
luJlancercelJl.

. Uocton there Ilreed 10, trelt

::'~j~;t:~~:~\1,~
hue I.tl him cancer·I... tor liS
months.

"It ... nothi"llilto chemoUJwn.
py) - nothinlln Ihe world like

The: new treatment
kills cancerous cells by
making them sensitive
to cenaln wavelengths.

VENICE

Weather radio
systelll sought
Severe weather radio
transmissions do nOI
fully reach some
counties.

Light therapy
treats cancer

MOl. welther radiOS. which
IOWld an alarm lollowod bv broad­
casl detilis In CIU of apprO<lch,n.
!evereo welther. do not work In
IOITI' panl 01 m_1Ild south Sar·
asota County. and In smaller ,«.
tiont of Charlotte Count, Ind Or­
SolO County. beaUIe these arel.
.,.outol,_holU.S. W.athe,Sor·
vice tnnsmJllen in Tampa and Fort
Myen.

But that-lIltuation may chin,e
lOOn. thank! to 8111 Ke""~. Ire·
tired Weather Senlce
meteoro~.lst.

Kennt'dy. who mf't Monday WIth
VenIer Pohce Chief Jue Siapp, II
spearheadln, an eliot' to have I
transmllter bUIlt In Vtnlce 'thai
would alloW' all resident! nf IhI'
three counties to rect"lye clc:u
WeatMr ServtCe fnnsrnlSStonl.

Republicans
showwho's
in charge

ByAlan}udd
C"~"L_'''U

TALUIlAS-SH - (;. ... LoWlon (hM. acknnw~
I!"dIf"d IhM: pan til h" tiruJ SUIt' vi the St,ne add,",
T~y IOUnded hat' ", nost"IR1oa lnP_" Uut h~ had
bar.'" ftnl~hc'd rrcDunlln. hiS lnur·df'(,~ pohllcal
""',..,.... tM-fnr. fllllnd. H'rpubhcanl ht'IJn de'ptcUnc
Itwo I ~mnrnuc "J¥flnnI mnre' hilt' " nrtIUlI,"".-1,

(~( lp 1.a~"H"1"Id fWInv r)'fte"l.1lt '*f"'f't on "1I1n pa­
1m,. v."" on l.htlM ~h ('uncludfr,1. rrihul fr­
pnrlt-r aUp, rrp...rtf't - .IncJ. r'pC'(I.Uv. trlf'¥I,IOn
UmPrI &itPI' 1f"~YI.1OIlI ~ - Ch.ll Ihe Rtopubh.
(.1ft, who now mntl'Oll 1M ~"'I1alurf' ntf~ a dltff'fft1t
V'ltOft 01 Horda thin Chll~s' dedlRlna Ormoc:rltlc
pon.

t or mar. than OIl hour all"" Chll... spoed\. wluch
__ ,... ~Iorur.·. 1998 "'SIOll. R.publlClM
wortH Itww tl"JPP'C11Ye cornen oIlM upuot Ie'em.
1I'Irtl' fKlflna 11M'S front I tertPl ttlat ponnyed the
~f'1'1'IIW, who., rl!'CJnn.U'Ut year. u'1)OhtaaJ relllC.,
I ,ymbof of I pohaal ft"I OW it .U but OVltr.

p""hops me,.. than lilY other tune I~ Ropubli­
ans won ...,..,11'" dI bach iolrIlLalJ" thamben III

nUq Sff 5!SS1Ol'1 0Il16A

lowers .enl by lobbyists and cutOUlar_
enting Floncla vielim. 01 child abuse lIW8lt
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EDITORIALS

Sending the wrong signal

S
leepless in Venice isn't the ti­
tle of a new movie based on
events in coastal Florida. It's
the strategy recommended by
local emergency manage­

ment officials for south Sarasota Coun­
ty residents when they hear the storm
winds rattle their awnings.

In the aftermath of Florida's deadlv
tornadoes. a lot of people have consid­
ered buying special radios that alert
their users to several weather bulle­
tins. But. due to the locations of signal
transmitters. those radios would be
useless in parts of south Sarasota
County. In those areas. people live in a
communications void that separates
National Weather Service signals radi­
ating from stations in Ruskin and Fort
Myers.

According to Gregg Feagans. Sara­
sota County emergency management
director, those residents ought to stay
up all night and track storm progress
on television.

Bill Kennedv of Venice. a retired
NWS meteoroiogist, has a different
idea. He is spearheading an effort to in­
stall a transmitter in Venice that would
fill that void with storm-forecast sig­
nals. Kennedy proposes that the trans­
mitter be installed - at a relatively
nominal cost of $70.000 to $80,000 ­
in three months, which would be suffi­
cient time to prepare for the collision of
EI Nino and hurricane patterns that
many weather forecasters believe may

plague coastal Florida this year.
Feagans criticizes the r-;ational

Weather Service broadcast signals for
being too general. sending what
amount to false warnings to many ar­
eas. He's also concerned that people
who have the radios go to bed dunng a
nighttime storm. depending on the
Weather Service's alerts to warn them
in an emergency, instead of watching
TV for the latest information.

Indeed. the weather radios don't
provide foolproof forecasts or protec­
tion. But they serve a purpose and, in
certain circumstances. could help save
lives. And, besides, evolving technol­
ogy will produce forecasts that are in­
creasingly accurate and speCific.

Joe Slapp, Venice police chief. be­
lieves that people at least should have
that option available.

Slapp and Kennedy make good
points - the public ought to have that
choice. For a nominal amount. It makes
sense in weather-sensitive Southwest
Florida to have full coverage for
Weather Service broadcasts. We hope
the appeal for a transmitter might be
considered favorably by the The Ven­
ice Foundation, a community charity
established to promote the health.
safety and welfare of south Sarasota
County residents.

We suspect many South County res­
idents would lose less sleep If they had
had the same weather-radio coverage
as the people in the rest of this area.
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3. CONTRACTS
Approved Contract No. 98·226, Change Order No.6 to Contract No. 91-386 with Wilson.
Miller, Barton and Peek, lnc., for the design of Phase IV of the Englewood Sports
Complex in the amount of $171,200.00.

2. RESOLUTIONS
Authorized the preparation of a Resolution that would repeal ResolutIon No. 95-230 and
create a new Advisory Committee to provide recommendations to the Sarasota County
Community Redevelopment Agency about the Englewood Community Redevelopment
Area. The new Advisory Committee shall consist of seven members with four.year terms
of appointment.

PRESENTATION OF PROCLAMATIONS:
Commr. Staub moved to approve the Proclamation for the Prudential Youth leadership
Institute· Youth Actually Kare in Sarasota County Day (YAKS). Commr. Pilon seconded the
motion, which carried by a 5-0 vote.

PRESENTATION OF SERVICE AWARDS:
Robert P. Kilcullen, Fire Department - 20 years
Mark S. Blinkhom, Fire Department - 10 years

CONSENT MOTION
A motion was made by Commr. Anderson, seconded by Commr Staub. and carried by a 5-0
vote to approve Items 1-14 as follows, with the exception of 'tems 10 and 11 considered later
this meeting.

1. PLANNING AND ZONING
Authorized participation in the United States Department of Commerce, Bureau of the
Census, Year 2000 Census Programs.

Sook 66
Page'
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MINUTES
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

SOUTH COUNTY ADMINISTRATION CENTER
4000 SOUTH TAMIAMI TRAIL

ROOM 228
VENICE, FLORIDA

Also present were:

James Ley. County Administrator
Jorge L. Fernandez, County Attorney
Meg A. Wittmer, Assistant County Attorney
Peter H. Ramsden, Clerk of Circuit Court Finance Director
Sue Garland, Deputy Clerk

INVOCATION
Reverend Joe Brannon, Colonial Oaks Baptist Church

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Commissioner O'Neil

David R. Mills, Chairman, District 2
Shannon Staub, Vice-Chairman, District 3
Raymond A. Pilon, District 1
Jack O'Neil, District 4
Robert L. Anderson, District 5

April 28. 1998
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31. AIR~ORTS/PLANNING & ZONING - Continued
Commr Staub moved to close the public hearing. Following discussion regarding the
alleged use of the closed runway (5-23), and on concern with the two-story refuge center
sirens, Chairman Mills declared the public hearing closed and individual Board member
comments were made.

(5-0429)
Commr. Staub moved that "Staff be directed to develop a plan fer Buchan Airfield that
addresses the issue of safety, management, and operations; the cost therein; restrictions
such as ultralights and time openings: and any Ordinance amendments that may be
needed, and to look at the aspect of a community center and shelter as far as
compatibility of that site or another site within Englewood." Commr. Pilon seconded the
motion.

Apn128, 1998 MINUTES
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Book 66
Page 11

Commr. Pilon amended the motion to include in the study the maintenance situation and a
fee structure review. Commr. Staub accepted the amendment as part of the motion.

During the discussion, Commr. Pilon supported a public/private partnership for Buchan
Airfield; Chairman Mills urged Staff to enforce Ordinance Nos. 97-080 and 95-081,
governing Buchan Airport activities; and Attorney Wittmer suggested that the Board
consider amending and/or rescinding Resolution No. 97-116 for closure of airport activities
at Buchan Airfield.

Following further Board comments, including. recommend.tion by Chairman Mills to
review airport privatization and the timing of the report to be prepared, the motion carried
by iii 4-1 roll call vote of the Districts, as follows:

Distnct No.1 - Commr. Pilon voted "Aye"
District No.2· Commr. Mills voted "Aye"
District No. 3 - Commr. Staub voted"Aye"
District No.4 - Commr. O'Neil voted "Aye"
District NO.5 - Commr. Anderson voted "No"

24. COMMISSION REPORTS - Continued

I.

-t
ORGANIZATIONS
Commr. Staub mcved to authorize the Chairman to sign a letter endorsing the WENG AM
1530 (Englewood Radio Station) application to the Federal Communications Commission
(FCC) for approval to construct and operate an FM Translator which will allow radio
broadcasting 24-hours a day for emergency benefit. Commr. Anderson seconded the
motion, which carried by a 5-0 \late.

32. OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

A. AIRPORTS/BOARDS
Mr. John J. Fellin applauded the action of the Board with respect to Buchan Airport (see
Item 31); noted his service on the former Buchan Airport Advisory Committee, the former
Englewood Citizens Advisory Committee, and the Englewood Area Planning Advisory
Board; offering assistance in resolving BUchan Airport problems.

RECESS: 6:03 p.m. - 6:13 p.m.
(5-0944)
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COUNTY OF CHARLOTTE
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Charlotte County Administration Center
18500 Murdock Circle

Port Charlotte, Florida 33948-1094
Phone: (941) 743-1300
FAX: (941) 743-1310

April 28, 1998

Federal Communications Commission
Mass Media Bureau
Washington, DC 20554

RE: FM TRANSLATOR OPERATION

Dear Sir:

It has been brought to my attention that one of our local radio
stations, WENG 1530 AM, a service of the Murry Broadcasting
Company, is filing an application with the FCC to construct and
operate an FM translator. This translator would be used' during
times when the station is precluded from operating its AM station,
thus providing 24 hour service to our communities.

Located in Englewood, on the Central West Coast of Florida, and
specifically on the Cape Haze Peninsula. The peninsula is only a
few feet above sea level and currently, there is only one
evacuation route out of the area. Cooperation between Charlotte
and Sarasota Counties will eventually remedy the evacuation
situation, around the year 2006.

The area often experiences flooding during rain events and
hurricanes are an almost constant threat during the summer months.
Emergency officials depend on advanced warning systems, such as
radio and television to warn the public of pending threat.
Allowing WENG to operate 24 hours a day would greatly assist our
entire community.

Sincere:~/

~;/~"'f-/~-l
Matthew D. DeBoer, Chairman
Charlotte County Board
of County Commissioners

MDD/jmd
h:\file:cg



COUNTY OF CHARLOTTE
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Charlotte County Administration Center
18500 Murdock Circle

Port Charlotte, Florida 33948-1094
Phone: (941) 743-1300
FAX: (941) 743-1310

April 21, 1998

Federal Communications Commission
Mass Media Bureau
Washington, DC 20554

RE: FM -TRANSLATOR OPERATION

Gentlemen:

Radio station WENG AM 1530, Englewood Florida is currently attempting to receive approval to
install an FM translator so as to provide the best 24-hour coverage ofextreme weather conditions.
It is to the benefit of the Englewood community and the surrounding residents of the Cape Haze
peninsula that their request be granted.

At the present time, existing avenues of egress are woefully inadequate to accommodate evacuees
in case of catastrophic events. By all estimations, sufficient emergency routes will not be available
until well into the next century. This ability will enable the Murray Broadcasting Company to keep
listeners informed in case a major hurricane requires the immediate evacuation of the peninsula.

Sincerely,

Mac V. Horton, Vice Chairman
Board of County Commissioners

MVR/jat
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COUNTY OF CHARLOTTE
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Charlotte County Administration Center
18500 Murdock Circle

Port Charlotte. Florida 33948-1094
Phone: (941) 743-1300
FAX: (941) 743-1310

April 29, 1998

Federal Communications Commission
Mass Media Bureau
Washington, DC 20554

Re: FM Translator Operation

Dear Sir/Madam:

Reference is made to the application of Murray Broadcasting Company to construct and operate an FM
translator as an addition to its daytime AM programming of AM station (WENG) Englewood, Florida. It
is my understanding that Murray Broadcasting will use this additional air time to provide twenty-four hour
service to the Englewood community, including much needed weather information.

The communities served by WENG AM1530 are on the Cape Haze peninsula of south west Florida, a
mecca for retirees and young families alike. Unfortunately, this beautiful area is also prone to severe
'Neather and flood conditions. At the present time the only weather information available is broadcast
from stations 50 to 100 miles away, and it's truly a guessing game to determine what might affect us, and
when.

The ability to broadcast 'round the clock' would make WENG even more valuable to the community than
it is now. It may seem contrary, but this areas is also sometimes call 'the lightning capital', and we
frequently experience forest fires. Waking up to the smell of smoke can be a frightening experience, and
being able to tune in to a local 'information bureau' so to speak, could save lives, or provide the comfort
of knowing that the fire isn't at your doorstep.

As a member of the Charlotte County Board of County Commissioners, I have come to know and rely
on Station WENG, and its dedicated staff, to provide accurate news, weather and community
information, and I am certain that the added capability of an FM translator operation will be a great
service.

\ 7
Sincere~ ) (/ 1

... / /,
. /1./1~

I I L vp <-

Cha lott Co Board
of C _ ty Cofumissioners
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COUNTY OF CHARLOTTE
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Charlotte County Administration Center
18500 Murdock Circle

Port Charlotte, Florida 33948-1094
Phone: (941) 743-1300
FAX: (941) 743-1310

April 28, 1998

Federal Communications Commission
Mass Media Bureau
Washington, D.C. 20554

Gentlemen:

I would like to address you with regard to the application ofMurray Broadcasting Company for a
FM translator.

The service area of this station is largely a coastal community, with many retirees. Presently, the
only sources ofinformation available are (1) local newspapers (2) television stations based a
minimum of 50 miles away, (3) radio stations based at least 25 miles away, and WENG, which is
situated in the heart ofEnglewood and the Cape Haze Peninsula.

The ability to broadcast 24-hours a day would make WENG AM 1530 the vital source of
emergency information that is needed in this area. In the course of one year, this area was
threatened by several hurricanes, brush fires caused by severe lightning storms, driving rain which
caused flooding on many of the roadways, various road closings for construction work and/or
repairs, boil-water advisories due to water line breaks, and many other issues which cannot now
be brought to the community's attention in a timely manner, or with any real accuracy.

'Please carefully consider this application. I know the community will be grateful. Thank you for
your consideration.

Sincerely,

~h~~~
~dam Cummings, District fwo
Charlotte County Board of
County Commissioners

AC/dmg



Michael Youssef
18730 Ayrshire Circle

Port Charlotte, Fl. 33948

March 30, 1998

Federal Communications Commission
Mass Media Bureau
washington, D. C.

Ref: Application for AM/.FM SinDJ1.cast Privileges
Radio station WENG, Englewood, Fl.

Dear Gentleman:

I am writing this letter in support of the subject application. '!he Englewood
area is unique; in that it-is partially looated in Charlotte Comtty'and partially
in sarasota Comtty. '!he only audio media to serve both portions of EnglewtX:Xi is
WENG.

As a former Charlotte Cotmty commissioner, who served from 1992 to 1996, I am
well aware of the fact that this area is only a few feet above sea level and. is
prone to flooding during heavy rains.

WENG receives information from both the Charlotte and sarasota Comtty Energency
Managenent Offices, and. can relay that information in seconds. '!his wou:I,d be of
paranDmtt iIrp:>rtance to drivers on the road who would not otherwise be inforned
of hazards that they might encomrt:er during a severe storm or other inclenent
weather event.

F'urthe.nlore, WENG can relay such information to our citizens within seconds, and.
has their own generators in the event of a severe and prolonged power outage.

'!he approval of the subject application is certainly in the public interest, and.
it is my hope that you will approve it.

Michael YousSef



COUNTY OF CHARLOTTE
OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

CHARLOTTE COUNTY ADMINISTRATION CENTER
18500 MURDOCK CIRCLE

PORT CHARLOTTE, FLORIDA 33948-1094
(941) 743-1270

Federal Communications Commission
Mass Media Bureau
Washington, D.C.

Apri13, 1998

Re: Permission for FM translator operation by WENG Radio in Englewood, FL

Dear Sir/Madam:

This letter is being submitted in support of the application ofMurray Broadcasting
Company to construct and operate an FM translator in conjunction with its operation of the
daytime-only Station WENG (AM), Englewood, Florida.

Station WENG (AM) serves over 70,000 residents of the Charlotte-Sarasota County area,
situated on the Cape Haze Peninsula. This low-lying area is subject to frequent surface flooding
and faces the real possibility of hurricane force storms requiring the evacuation of a significant
percentage ofthe aforementioned population.

I have served as the Director ofEmergency Management in Charlotte County for 11
years. As part of the preparedness efforts being promoted through this office, the Federal
Emergency Management Agency and the Florida Division ofEmergency Management, broadcast
stations serve as vital tools in disseminating official information and guidance to the large, at-risk
population.

As the only licensed station serving the Englewood community, Station WENG (AM) is at
the forefront in efforts to keep the local residents aware of threatening weather conditions. Since
there are no certified hurricane shelters on the peninsula, early warning of serious weather
conditions is a must.

Therefore, I strongly urge the Federal Communications Commission to permit Station
WENG (AM) to operate an FM translator station to serve the local community during the night.
In its current daytime-only status, the Station provides the sole source of local information from
sunrise to sunset. The additional provision of nighttime service would provide a vital source of
potentially lifesaving information.

With problems continuing to be encountered with the still-developing EAS, I think it is
imperative that we seek out alternative broadcast methods that can expediently provide what may
be a life saving message or guidance as to protective measures that can be implemented. It is my
sincere desire to see Station WENG (AM) granted this license, so that I might more thoroughly
disseminate warning and notification to these at-risk residents.



Thank you for your consideration of this request. I am sure that I speak for the 70,000
residents who will benefit from nighttime service by Station WENG (AM). If! can provide
additional information related to the particular vulnerability of these coastal residents, or address
the long standing relationship between my office and this broadcast entity, please don't hesitate to
contact me.

Sincerely, 1

oxJ~fJ~
Wayne P. Sallade'
Director



ENGLEWOOD AREA FIRE CONTROL DISTRICT

HEADQUARTERS
599 So. Indiana Avenue

Englewood, FL 34223-3787
(813) 474-3311
FAX: 473-2600

March 25, 1998

BUSINESS Or-Hel::
403 Boundary Blvd.

ROlonda, H_ 33947-2002
(813) 697-6644
FAX: 697-8673

Federal Communications commission
Mass Media Bureau

Gentlemen,

It has come to our attention that WENG Radio AM 1530 is applying for
broadcast privileges which would allow twenty-four hour coverage.
The Englewood Area Fire Control District strongl¥ supports this
application. This will be tremendously helpful 1n times of severe
weather events.

Our C]eographic area is sometimes known as "Lightning Alley". As a
publ1c safety issue, it would be a great benefit to the community to be
able to provide information to the public regarding brush and,forest
fires in a timely manner. During dry weather, and even when it's not
so dryas with this El Nino weather pattern, substantial amounts of
acreage burns from lightning, careless campers and drivers, and
mischievous or malicious teens and adults.

The Englewood Area Fire Control District could inform the citizens that
information is available by listening to the WENG station whenever
there is severe lightninC] activity or impending storms, and could
provide WENG with specif1c information regarding fires, areas to avoid
and when certain areas should be evacuated.

Sincerely,

~PJf-
Bennett A. Rock, Jr.
Fire Chief

BAR/bj

REF: 97-0325A



ENGLEWOOD WATER DISTRICT
P.O. Box 1399· Englewood, Florida 34295-1399

(941) 474-3217· Suncom: 552-7011· Fax: (941) 475-0497
201 Selma Avenue

Wayne R. Roddey
Assistant Administrator

Harry E. Youngman

James A. Elder, P.E.
Administrator

March 25, 1998

Federal Communications Commission
Mass Media Bureau

Gentlemen:

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
William Mulloy, Chairman

Ken Burda, Vice-Chairman

Todd S. Tracy Kerry E. Mack

It has come to our attention that WENG Radio AM 1530 is applying for broadcast
privileges which would allow 24-hour coverage. The Englewood Water District strongly
supports this application. This will be tremendously helpful in times ofsevere weather
events.

As the supplier ofpotable water and sanitary sewer services, it would be a great benefit to
the community to have specific information regarding storms, hurricanes and related
topics. Ifthis 24-hour service were available, the Englewood community could rely on
factual information regarding our area, and not have to estimate the impact ofa storm
based on information developed for areas 50 (Sarasota or Ft. Myers) to 100 (Tampa)
miles away.

The Englewood Water District could inform it's customers to listen to this station
whenever there is an impending storm, and could provide WENG with specific
information regarding water and sewer line breaks, service outages, and public health and
safety issues regarding water and sewer during and after storms.

Sincerely,

~~
Administrator

mac

Printed on Recycled Paper



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Susan A. Burk, a secretary in the law firm of Pepper & Corazzini, L.L.P., do hereby
certify that on this 8th day of February, 1999, copies of the foregoing "Comments" were sent by
first-class mail to the following:

Bryan Smeathers, President
American Community AM

Broadcasters Association
One WMTA Drive
P.O. Box 973
Central City, KY, 42330

Susan A. Burk


