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SUPPORTING COMMENTS

Community Oriented Radio Enterprises on behalf of KJTT Radio Oak Harbor, Washington herein
submits comments in support of the above referenced rulemaking proceeding.

The rulemaking was issued in response to a petition for rulemaking filed by the American
Community AM Broadcasters which  proposes elimination of  restrictions of the rebroadcast of
AM stations on an FM translator as a fill in service. This would apply only to stations with a
daytime power of less than 2500 watts and 500 watts nighttime power. Such elimination of the
restriction would allow AM stations to provide fill in service, especially at night, while they may
have to reduce power or leave the air.

KJTT Radio is a 500 watt daytime only station on 1110 khz, licensed to Oak Harbor, Washington
(pop. 20,500).  It is the only aural broadcast station in Island County, State of Washington (pop.
70,000) The island is over 40 miles long and starts about 25 miles north of Seattle. Oak Harbor
is located at the northern end of Whidbey Island and the town is the home of the Whidbey Island
Naval Air Station, where the radar jamming EA6B jets are stationed.

KJTT is unable to adequately serve it’s home county area due to the distance and limitation of its
AM signal, even though the area falls within the 0.5 mV/m contour. Further the station is unable
to broadcast at night and although it may be possible to get some low power nighttime service, a
substantial area still would not be adequately served. By permitting the rebroadcast of the AM
signal or programming material on an FM translator, these areas could be adequately served.
Several recent windstorms that have caused power outages on the Island have brought the need
for such coverage more strongly to light, as KJTT Radio would be the best source of information
to the residents.

KJTT viability is severely limited due to its low power and daytime status. We are unable to
broadcast live coverage of high school sports or other revenue generating programming during
the night hours. KJTT Radio is a community oriented radio station and strives to provide
programming of local interest and benefit. Oak Harbor receives many radio signals from the
Seattle market and most of the listening is on the FM band, which furthers the difficulty of
attracting radio advertising dollars.

By allowing KJTT to rebroadcast on an FM translator, it would help solve some of these
problems thus making the station more viable and providing a better service to the community.
Such rebroadcast should be permitted on a full time basis. Power limitations should be the same



as the current FM translator rules or  the LP100 LPFM proposal, with the elimination of second or
third adjacent channel protection as proposed in the new LPFM proceeding. If the Commission
does adopt any proposal for low powered FM, AM stations under this category, should get a
priority on a special needs showing basis, or at least be able to compete on an equal basis for
any new authorizations. In many cases the AM stations is already providing a community service
as envisioned by the LPFM proposal and is in a better position to continue to provide this
service, but is struggling due to the limitations of the AM band and the listening habits of the
public.

Therefore, Community Oriented Broadcasting Enterprises urges the Commission to adopt its
notice of proposed rulemaking so as to allow AM broadcast stations to rebroadcast its signal over
an FM translator within its 0.5 mV/m contour, which is currently permitted for FM stations to fill in
their coverage area.
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